
 

 INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2014 - 8150 BARBARA AVENUE 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  The City Council of Inver Grove Heights met in regular session on 
Monday, February 10, 2014, in the City Council Chambers.  Mayor Tourville called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m. Present were Council members Bartholomew, Madden, Mueller and Piekarski Krech; City 
Administrator Lynch, City Attorney Kuntz, Public Works Director Thureen, Community Development  
Director Link, Finance Director Smith, Parks and Recreation Director Carlson, and Deputy Clerk Kennedy 

3. PRESENTATIONS:  None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA:   

Councilmember Mueller removed Item 4E from the Consent Agenda. 

A. i) Minutes – January 6, 2014 City Council Work Session 
 ii) Minutes – January 21, 2014 Special City Council Meeting 
 iii) Minutes – January 27, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting 

B. Resolution No. 14-07 Approving Disbursements for Period Ending February 5, 2014 

C. Pay Voucher No. 9 for City Project No. 2006-08, Asher Water Tower Replacement 

D. Approve Renewal of Fairway Flyerz Discs, Inc. North Valley Disc Golf Operations Agreement 

F. Award Purchase of an Advance Hoseline Propane Fire Trainer and a Propane Grill Fire Trainer to the  
Bullex Company 

G. Resolution No. 14-08 Declaring Intent to Maintain Trail on Gun Club Property 

H. Approve Temporary On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License – Church of St. Patrick 

I. Resolution No. 14-09 Approving Charitable Gambling Premises Permit 

J. Personnel Actions 

Motion by Madden, second by Bartholomew, to approve the Consent Agenda 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried.  

E. Approve Bid for Turf Restoration Resulting from the Installation of Bituminous Golf Cart Paths during  
the Period 2012 through 2013 

Councilmember Mueller questioned when the bids were received. 

Mr. Carlson stated the bids were received within the last 30 days. 

Motion by Madden, second by Piekarski Krech, to approve bid for turf restoration resulting from  
the installation of bituminous golf cart paths during the period 2012 through 2013 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Frank Rauschnot, 6840 Dixie Avenue, formally requested that the Council direct staff to contact him to  
start resolving the problems with his property related to zoning and expansion.   

Joleen Durken, 6955 Inverness Court, stated Inverness Village did not host an event on Night to Unite.   
She invited the Council to attend the DARTS Valentine Dinner on Wednesday, February 12th at 5:00 pm.    

Councilmember Bartholomew suggested that Ms. Durken email Council members to notify them of  
upcoming events.   
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None. 

7. REGULAR AGENDA: 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

A. MIKE THOMAS; Consider Resolution relating to a Conditional Use Permit to allow Automobile and  
Off-Highway Vehicle Sales on the property located at 7537 Concord Boulevard 

Mr. Link reviewed the location of the property.  He stated the applicant requested a conditional use permit 
to allow an auto sales lot.  The existing building would be used as a sales office and the inventory would 
be located primarily on the south side of the property.  Access to the site would not change.  He explained 
there was an existing wood fence along the west and south property lines that would have to be 
maintained.  No additional impervious coverage was proposed.  He noted one major change was the 
installation of additional lighting.  The applicant submitted a lighting plan that was in compliance with the 
City’s code requirements with respect to the intensity of the lighting.  The application met all of the criteria 
for a conditional use permit.  Both Planning staff and the Planning Commission recommended approval of  
the request. 

Mayor Tourville stated he received phone calls from several neighbors who were concerned about the  
condition of the fence and asked that the new owners fix the fence and keep it properly maintained.   

Mike Thomas, Inver Grove Auto, stated it would be no problem to fix the fence and address the neighbors’  
concerns. 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech stated several letters were received from people that were not in favor of 
the proposed use on the property because of concerns about off-highway vehicles.  She questioned if staff 
had contacted those that were concerned to explain that the applicant would only be engaging in  
automobile sales.   

Mr. Link explained the term “off-highway vehicle sales” was taken directly out of the zoning ordinance.  He 
stated the applicant was not proposing to sell anything except automobiles and a condition was added to  
the resolution that would limit the operation to just automobiles.   

Councilmember Madden questioned if the applicant agreed with the conditions of approval. 

Mr. Thomas responded in the affirmative. 

Frank Rauschnot, 6840 Dixie Avenue, suggested clarifying the terminology further by adding pick-up  
trucks to the list of items allowed to be sold and displayed. 

Mr. Link stated pick-up trucks could be added for clarification purposes. 

The applicant stated he would want to sell anything deemed allowable under his dealer’s license through  
the State.   

Councilmember Mueller questioned if the conditional use permit would remain attached to the property. 

Mr. Link explained as long as the conditional use permit continued to be used it would run with the  
property.  

Mayor Tourville stated most of the concerns came from the neighborhood to the north. 

Mr. Kuntz questioned if paragraph 10 addressed the fence issue that was referenced by the Mayor. 

Mr. Thomas stated there was an additional fence that would run east to west on the property to match the  
existing fence for security and screening purposes. 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned if the whole area would be fenced in. 

Mr. Thomas responded in the affirmative.   

Mayor Tourville questioned if the applicant would be responsible for the fence or if it was the responsibility  
of the Super America located on 75th Street. 
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Mr. Thomas stated he had not discussed the issue with the property owner.  He noted the fence could be  
on Super America’s property and he would look into it further.   

Mayor Tourville asked staff to figure out who was responsible for the section of the existing fence that was  
in need of repairs.  

Councilmember Mueller asked for clarification on condition #8. 

Mr. Link explained the condition referred to special promotional items, not regular flags that are displayed  
on flag poles.  

Motion by Mueller, second by Piekarski Krech, to adopt Resolution No. 14-10 approving a 
Conditional Use Permit to allow automobile and off-highway vehicle sales on the property located  
at 7537 Concord Boulevard  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

B.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Second Reading of an Ordinance Amendment to Title  
11, Chapter 4 of the City Code (Subdivision Regulations) related to Updating Park Dedication Rates 

Mr. Carlson stated no changes were proposed since the first reading.  Council previously directed staff to 
provide park dedication fee information from surrounding cities and to share the information with the 
Chamber of Commerce.  He stated staff was still awaiting a response from the Chamber of Commerce  
regarding the proposed revisions.      

Councilmember Piekarski Krech commented the proposed fee for industrial property seemed quite a bit  
higher than other cities.  She opined there seemed to be no rhyme or reason to the fees when all cities  
had to abide by the same State statute.  She questioned why there was no fee listed for the City of Eagan  
for industrial property. 

Mr. Carlson explained the City of Eagan calculated its rates for commercial and industrial based on the 
square footage of the building so it was difficult to compare because Inver Grove Heights calculated rates  
on a per acre basis.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned if developers would bypass industrial property in Inver Grove  
Heights because they could go somewhere else for less money.  She stated the City’s goal was to attract 
commercial and industrial development and suggested that those rates should be further reviewed to 
ensure Inver Grove Heights remained competitive with other cities.  She opined that the City could  
implement incentives to entice developers. 

Councilmember Bartholomew suggested matching Rosemount’s rates. 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned if that would comply with the statutory requirements. 

Mr. Kuntz explained statute requires the City to express a nexus between the impact of the fee and the 
need for the fee, as well as a rational relationship among the components of impact on the system – 
typically caused by density – and the fair market value of the classification of land.  He stated it was not 
uncommon to see differentiation between cities because there was differentiation in the value of property.  
In general the numbers reflect a decrease in the persons per household on the residential side coupled 
with a decrease in residential land values, resulting in a decrease in the park dedication rate for residential 
development.  At the same time there seemed to be a strong market force with respect to multiple family 
residential, while commercial and industrial remained similar to current rates.  The rate for industrial was 
proposed to increase $500 and the rate for commercial was not proposed to change.  The City took a 
proactive approach this time around to express the methodology used to compute the fees.  If, because of 
market forces, the City chose to reduce any of the fees beyond what was proposed the rationale for that  
decision should be expressed in the resolution so the process is transparent.        

Mayor Tourville stated the City’s rates appeared to be fairly competitive. 
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Councilmember Mueller questioned if there would be an opportunity to negotiate with developers. 

Mayor Tourville stated any developer would have the opportunity to negotiate. 

Mr. Carlson suggested waiting to see the feedback from the Chamber of Commerce.   

Motion by Bartholomew, second by Mueller, to adopt the second reading of an ordinance 
amending Title 11, Chapter 4 of the City Code related to updating park dedication rates  
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0  Motion carried. 

8.  MAYOR & COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

9. ADJOURN: Motion by Mueller, second by Madden, to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned by a  
 unanimous vote at 7:35 pm 


