
 

 INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2014 - 8150 BARBARA AVENUE 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  The City Council of Inver Grove Heights met in regular session on 
Monday, December 8, 2014, in the City Council Chambers.  Mayor Tourville called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m. Present were Council members Bartholomew, Madden, Mueller and Piekarski Krech; City 
Administrator Lynch, City Attorney Kuntz, Community Development Director Link, Finance Director Smith,  
Chief Stanger, Chief Thill, Public Works Director Thureen, and Deputy Clerk Kennedy 

3. PRESENTATIONS:  

4. CONSENT AGENDA: 

Mayor Tourville removed Item 4H from the Consent Agenda. 

A. Minutes – November 24, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting 

B. Resolution No. 14-208  Approving Disbursements for Period Ending December 3, 2014 

C. Resolution No. 14-209 Approving Committing Economic Development Authority (EDA) Fund Balance  
for a Specific Purpose 

D. Approve 2015-2019 Capital Improvement Plan 

E. Final Compensating Change Order No. 1, Final Pay Voucher No. 2, Engineer’s Final Report, and  
Resolution No. 14-210 Accepting Work for City Project No. 2014-09B - Sealcoating 

F. Final Pay Voucher No. 2, Engineer’s Report of Acceptance and Resolution No. 14-211 Accepting  
 Work for City Project No. 2014-08, Bohrer Pond NW Pre-treatment Basin Phase II 

G. Resolution No. 14-212 Adopting the Third Generation Inver Grove Heights’ Water Resources  
 Management Plan (WRMP) 

I. Resolution No. 14-214 Receiving the Final Feasibility Report for City Project No. 2015-11, Northwest  
 Area Trunk Utilities, Argenta District, 70th Street Lift Station 

J. Resolution No. 14-215 Providing for Declaration of an Easement for Public Street and Right-of-Way  
 Purposes Over and Across a Portion of Groveland Park 

K. Approve Replacement of Carpet and Paint for VMCC Grove Guest Service-Lifeguard Areas and Parks 
and Recreation Offices, Replacement of Guest Services Front Desk, and Replacement of Parks and  

 Recreation Office Furniture 

L. Schedule Special Meeting 

M. Authorize Killmer Electric to Re-Lamp Field Lights at Rich Valley Park  

N. Resolution No. 14-216 and Table Setting Forth License Fees, Administrative Service Fees, and  
 Permit Fees for 2015 

O. Approve 30-Day Suspension of Firefighter 

P. Personnel Actions 

Motion by Bartholomew, second by Madden, to approve the Consent Agenda 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
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H. Resolution Approving Professional Services Agreement with SEH, Inc. for City Ordinances and Policy  
 Updates to Conform to the City’s 2014 MS4 Permit for Stormwater Management 

Mayor Tourville explained he would abstain from voting on the item because it involved SEH, Inc. 

Motion by Bartholomew, second by Mueller, to adopt Resolution No. 14-213 Approving 
Professional Services Agreement with SEH, Inc. for City Ordinances and Policy Updates to  
Conform to the City’s 2014 MS4 Permit for Stormwater Management 

Ayes: 4 
Nays: 0  
Abstain: 1 (Tourville) Motion carried. 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Allan Cederberg, 1162 82nd St. E., discussed item 4N from the Consent Agenda.  He expressed concern 
that the cost to receive every City Council agenda packet was changed to a per page charge.  He stated 
the agenda packets were routinely more than 200 pages and it would be very expensive for him to pay the  
per page cost.  He proposed paying the City $100 to continue to receive copies of every Council agenda  
packet.    

Ms. Kennedy stated the change was proposed by staff because the City was not able to cover the cost of 
producing the agenda packets in their entirety for Mr. Cederberg.  She explained the annual fee was 
originally established for subscribers to receive copies of the agendas only, not the entire packet of 
information.  She noted that all agenda packets were available free of charge on the City’s website and a 
public copy was available for review at City Hall before every meeting.  She suggested that Mr. Cederberg 
could review the public copy at City Hall and then pay the per page cost for copies of the specific items he  
was interested in.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech stated the council members did not even receive hard copies of the 
agenda packets anymore in an effort to cut costs and reduce the amount of paper being produced.  She 
explained they all received the packet in an electronic format.  She reiterated the packets were posted on  
the website.  

Mr. Cederberg stated he wanted a hard copy of every item in every packet. 

Mayor Tourville stated the City was willing to work with Mr. Cederberg but could not continue to provide 
that volume of information without recouping the cost to produce the packets.  He directed staff to work  
with Mr. Cederberg to come up with an amenable resolution.   

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

A.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS: Consider Renewal of Pawnbroker’s License for Pawn America  
LLC dba Pawn America 

Ms. Kennedy explained Pawn America submitted an application for renewal of the pawnbroker’s license 
for the premises located at 5300 S. Robert Trail.  She stated the applicant submitted the requisite fees, 
surety bond, and proof of workers’ compensation insurance.  The police department performed a  
background investigation and found no basis for denial of the renewal application.  

Mayor Tourville questioned if there had been any issues with the business or its operations. 

Chief Stanger replied in the negative.  He noted an error was found during a routine audit but it was  
immediately corrected and found to be unintentional.      

Motion by Madden, second by Piekarski Krech, to close the public hearing 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
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Motion by Bartholomew, second by Madden, to approve renewal of pawnbroker’s license for Pawn  
America LLC dba Pawn America for premises located at 5300 S. Robert Trail 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

B. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS: Consider Third and Final Reading of an Ordinance Amending 
City Code Title 3, Chapter 4, Sections 3-4-2-2 and 3-4-2-3 and 10-3-8 Adjusting Development Fees for  
2015 

Ms. Smith stated no changes had been made to the proposed ordinance since the first reading.  She 
noted the Chamber of Commerce was provided with a copy of the proposed fees for review and no  
comments were received.   

Motion by Mueller, second by Madden, to close the public hearing 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

Motion by Bartholomew, second by Mueller, to adopt Ordinance No. 1290 amending City Code Title  
3, Chapter 4, Sections 3-4-2-2 and 3-4-2-3 and 10-3-8 Adjusting Development Fees for 2015 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

7. REGULAR AGENDA: 

FINANCE: 

A.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS: Resolution Awarding Sale of General Obligation Refunding 
Bonds, Series 2014B, in the Original Aggregate Principal Amount of $7,640,000; Fixing their Form and 
Specifications; Directing their Execution and Delivery; Providing for their Payment; Providing for the 
Escrowing and Investment of a Portion of the Proceeds Thereof; and Providing for the Redemption of  
Bonds Refunded Thereby  

Ms. Smith stated a revised resolution as well bond sale information was provided to the Council.   

Steve Apfelbacher, Ehlers and Associates, stated the two bond issues were combined to save on 
issuance expenses.  He explained the City currently had an “AA” bond rating from Standard & Poor’s and 
that rating was reconfirmed prior to the bond sale.  He noted the “AA” rating was very strong and the 
rationale behind the rating was based on a number of factors including the City’s very strong budget 
flexibility, liquidity, strong management, strong economy, and adequate budget performance.  He stated 
the important benefit of the strong bond rating was receiving a lower interest rate.  Bids were taken at 
10:00 am and ten (10) bids were received.  The low bid was an interest rate of 2.088% for the term of the 
issue.  A present-value savings of $520,000 was realized and was higher than the pre-estimate of 
$475,000.  He noted the minimum threshold for savings was 3% and the City saved approximately 6%.  
He explained the City would be saving approximately $25,000 per year in lower debt service by  
refinancing the debt for the Northwest Area.       

Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Madden, to adopt Resolution No. 14-217 Awarding Sale of 
General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2014B, in the Original Aggregate Principal Amount of 
$7,640,000; Fixing their Form and Specifications; Directing their Execution and Delivery; Providing 
for their Payment; Providing for the Escrowing and Investment of a Portion of the Proceeds  
Thereof; and Providing for the Redemption of Bonds Refunded Thereby 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

 

 



INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING – December 8, 2014  PAGE 4 

B. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS: Approve Additional Official Depository for 2014 

Ms. Smith explained as a result of the bond sale the City would be holding funds for a short amount of 
time and staff would like to invest those funds with Ehlers Investment Partners, LLC.  In order to do that  
Ehlers Investment Partners, LLC would need to be approved as an official depository for 2014.    

Councilmember Bartholomew questioned if the City had used the institution as a depository in the past. 

Ms. Smith responded in the negative. 

Councilmember Madden questioned if the approval would continue into 2015. 

Ms. Smith stated the institution would be included with the annual appointments for 2015 at the first  
regular meeting in January. 

Motion by Bartholomew, second by Madden, to approve additional Official Depository for 2014 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

C.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS: Consider Approval of Final 2015 Tax Levies and Final 2015  
Budgets 

Ms. Smith stated the preliminary levies and budgets were approved by the Council on September 22nd.  
Dakota County mailed the proposed 2015 property tax notices on November 10th.  She noted she received 
four (4) calls regarding the proposed property tax statements.  She explained the City budgeted for the 
General Fund, three (3) Special Revenue Funds (Recreation, Community Center, and EDA), three (3) 
Capital Project Funds (Storm Water, Storm Water Northwest Area, and ADA), several Enterprise Funds 
(Water, Sewer, and Golf Course), and five (5) Internal Service Funds (Risk Management, Central 
Equipment, Central Stores, City Facilities, and Technology).  The proposed 2015 budget across all funds 
was $34,657,400.  The 2015 tax levies were higher than 2014.  The tax rate increase as a percentage 
was proposed to be 3.88% which corresponded to a proposed tax rate of 0.47918.  She explained market  
values had increased for the second year in a row and resulted in a net tax capacity increase of 3.9%.  
The 2015 General Fund revenues were comparable to percentage wise to those contained in the 2014 
budget.  General Fund expenditures were proposed to increase by approximately $1.5 million.  The 
proposed increase was primarily related to an increase of $510,000 for current services, $500,000 for 
pavement management, and $481,000 for new services.  Public Safety represented 48% of the General 
Fund expenditures, Public Works represented 21%, Parks represented 10%, General Government 
represented 9%, and Community Development represented 7%.  She provided an overview of the 
General Fund’s reliance on other funds.  Historically the General Fund relied on transfers from the Host 
Community Fund.  In 2013 a change was implemented by which the transfer from the Host Community 
Fund no longer flowed through the General Fund and instead was transferred directly to the Pavement 
Management Fund.  The intent going forward would be to reduce the reliance on the Host Community 
Fund to zero.  She reviewed the tax implications for the mean and median properties in the City.  She 
stated the combination of an increase in both the property valuations and the tax rate resulted in an 
increase in tax dollars.  The mean property would see an increase of approximately $110 for the City 
portion of its taxes and the median property would see an increase of approximately $100.  Valuation of 
business properties remained constant.  A business valued at $583,000 was projected to see the City 
portion of its taxes increase by approximately $122.  A business valued at $3,000,000 was projected to  
see an increase of approximately $680.           

Mayor Tourville reiterated that market values increased for the second year in a row.   

Carole Wallace, 6854 Blackhawk Trail, stated the value of her property increased 16%.  She expressed 
concern that her taxes increased 21.7%.  She stated she did not own the building or any land and she  
lived in a unit that was 1,322 square feet.   

Mr. Thureen stated that neighborhood was included in the 2012-09D project and the assessment likely  
appeared on the 2015 tax statement.      
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Ms. Wallace stated Blackhawk Trail was a private road and the residents paid for maintenance and snow  
removal.  She noted they had already been assessed for the improvements on 65th Street.    

Ms. Smith explained special assessments were not referenced on the property tax statements.  She 
stated the increase was likely related to the increase in the valuation of the property combined with the  
City’s increase in the tax levy.  She noted property valuations were set by Dakota County.  She explained 
the 21.7% increase included all taxing districts (County, City, and School District).  The City portion of her  
taxes were proposed to increase approximately $140.     

Mayor Tourville stated the City could not answer for the increases from the other taxing districts and did 
not set property valuations.  He suggested Ms. Wallace could meet with the Finance Director for further  
explanation regarding the increase for the City portion of her tax statement.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned if the other units in the group were proposed to be taxed at a  
higher rate. 

Ms. Wallace replied in the affirmative. 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech opined the increase was a function of the change in valuation. 

Jan Barton, 6863 Blackhawk Trail, stated she was also concerned about the proposed 21% increase in 
her taxes.  She explained she did not own any property and her street and property were maintained 
privately by her association.  She opined that her senior living community was the only one in the City to 
have such a tax increase.  She stated the residents in her community were senior citizens on fixed  
incomes. 

Mayor Tourville questioned how much the City portion of her taxes increased. 

Ms. Barton stated the City portion increased by $140. 

Mayor Tourville questioned how much her property value increased. 

Ms. Barton stated it increased from $140,000 to $162,000.   

Mayor Tourville suggested that the property owners within the community contact the County Assessor’s  
office to question the large increase in valuation. 

Mr. Lynch stated there was a process to follow to appeal the valuation of property. 

Carla Shutrop, 8330 Comstock Way, stated she move to the City a year ago and has seen four (4) 
businesses close during that time.  She expressed concern that her taxes were increasing and questioned  
what the City was doing to retain businesses and attract new businesses to the City.   

Mayor Tourville stated a study was done through the Chamber of Commerce and discussions were held  
with the EDA regarding how to help the existing businesses and attract new business to the City.   

Tom Richardson, 6190 Brent Ave. E., stated he was surprised to learn that his taxes were going to  
increase by 17%.   

Ms. Smith explained the City portion of his taxes increased by $166.   

Mayor Tourville questioned what the valuation of the property was a year ago. 

Ms. Smith stated the estimated value of the property increased from $200,600 to $225,400. 

Mayor Tourville explained the value of the property increased substantially and suggested that Mr.  
Richardson contact the assessor’s office to question the valuation. 

Laurie Hanson, 8265 College Trail, opined that for 2015 there was a trifecta of events that occurred 
simultaneously and contributed to the large tax increase.  She stated there was a huge increase in the 
school district’s levy, an increase in property valuations, and an increase in the City’s tax levy.  She 
questioned if the City had any discussion or input with the school district about the district’s budget and tax  
levy.    
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Councilmember Piekarski Krech stated the City was not involved in the development of the school  
district’s budget. She explained the City and the school district were two separate entities.  The City is 
responsible for providing for the health and welfare of its residents and the school district is responsible for  
the education of the children. 

Councilmember Madden stated he previously appealed the valuation of his property and the assessor’s  
office did adjust it. 

Motion by Madden, second by Bartholomew, to adopt Resolution Nos. 14-218, 14-219, and 14-220  
approving the Final 2015 Tax Levies and Final 2015 Budgets 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

D. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS: Consider Resolution Authorizing Staff to Initiate a  
Comprehensive Plan Amendment Application Process relating to the Argenta Trail Realignment 

Mr. Lynch explained one of the conditions of approval for the Blackstone Development was that the City 
initiate a comprehensive plan amendment to determine an alignment for future Argenta Trail.  Action on 
the comprehensive plan amendment must be completed by April 27, 2015.  The final report from the joint 
study being conducted by the City and the County is scheduled to be completed by February 27, 2015.  
The first step in the comprehensive plan amendment process is to notify in writing adjoining governing 
bodies and school districts so they may have the opportunity to comment on the amendment.  The 
adjoining governing entities are allowed up to 60 days to provide comment.  He noted in April the Council 
would be presented with possible options for a final alignment of Argenta Trail.  The study would provide a  
preferred alternate and recommendation and Council will have to select a specific route.       

Nikki Abbott, 6720 Argenta Trail, She stated she spoke to the project manager regarding the area south of 
70th and was informed that the City could not decide anything until the County finalized the alignment of 
the road.  She questioned how the City could keep moving forward when the County had to take action  
first.   

Mayor Tourville stated no decision was being made on the alignment of the road until the study was 
completed.  He encouraged the neighborhood to contact the County regarding their questions and  
concerns. 

Ted Kasel, 6854 Argenta Trail, questioned if the meeting on the 27th would only cover the alignment of  
Argenta to the south of 70th Street. 

Mayor Tourville clarified there was no meeting on the 27th that was when the final report was due.  He  
explained the final report would be brought to the Council at a subsequent meeting in March. 

Mr. Thureen explained at the end of February the City would receive preliminary plans for the south area 
that would have been reviewed by Mn/DOT and could be used to proceed with final plans.  With respect to  
the north area, the study would provide a recommendation for the future alignment of the road.     

Motion by Bartholomew, second by Piekarski Krech, to adopt Resolution No. 14-221 authorizing 
staff to initiate a Comprehensive Plan Amendment application process relating to the Argenta Trail  
Realignment 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

E. RANDY BENNEROTTE: Consider Resolution relating to a Conditional Use Permit to Allow Sheet  
Metal Siding on an Accessory Building for property located at 9010 Inver Grove Trail 

Mr. Link reviewed the location of the property.  He stated the request was for a conditional use permit to 
allow sheet metal siding on an accessory building.  The property currently had an existing home and 
accessory building.  A second accessory building was proposed to be constructed.  The proposal 
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complied with all setback requirements, impervious coverage requirements, and maximum building size 
requirements.  He noted the proposal also met the criteria for a conditional use permit.  Both Planning staff  
and the Planning Commission recommended approval of the request.   

Motion by Madden, second by Piekarski Krech, to adopt Resolution No. 14-222 approving a 
Conditional Use Permit to Allow Sheet Metal Siding on an Accessory Building for property located  
at 9010 Inver Grove Trail 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

F. GARY LUSSO: Consider Resolution relating to a Variance to Allow a Five Foot Side Yard Setback 
whereas 10 Feet is required and a 27 Foot Bluffline Variance whereas 40 Feet is required for a Home  
Addition for property located at 7142 River Road  

Mr. Link reviewed the location of the property.  The request was for several variances to add a second 
story to the existing garage and to construct a deck on the backside of the property.  He explained the 
building was constructed in 1958 and preceded the zoning ordinance as well as the critical and shoreland 
ordinances.  The proposal would not increase the footprint of the house and the property was not as close 
to the river as the neighbors to the north and south.  Both Planning staff and the Planning Commission  
recommended approval of the requests.       

Motion by Mueller, second by Piekarski Krech, to adopt Resolution No. 14-223 approving a 
Variance to Allow a Five Foot Side Yard Setback whereas 10 Feet is required and a 27 Foot 
Bluffline Variance whereas 40 Feet is required for a Home Addition for property located at 7142  
River Road  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

8. MAYOR & COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Mayor Tourville announced the Holiday on Main Street event schedule. 

Councilmember Madden stated he was finishing his 3rd term on the City Council and approximately 25 
years as a member of various City commissions.  He thanked the residents of the City, staff, his fellow 
council members, and his wife, for their support.  He stated he loved the City and was proud to have  
served the community.    

Councilmember Bartholomew commended Councilmember Madden for his service and commitment to the  
City and the Council.  

Mayor Tourville thanked Councilmember Madden for his work and stated a reception would be scheduled  
to recognize his service.  

9. ADJOURN: Motion by Madden, second by all, to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned by  
 a unanimous vote at 8:30 pm. 


