
 INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2015 - 8150 BARBARA AVENUE 

1. CALL TO ORDER and 2. ROLL CALL  
The City Council of Inver Grove Heights met in regular session on Monday, August 10, 2015, in the City 
Council Chambers.  Mayor Tourville called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Council 
members Bartholomew, Hark, Mueller and Piekarski Krech; City Administrator Lynch, City Attorney Kuntz, 
Community Development Director Link, Government Intern Calvert, City Clerk Tesser, Parks and 
Recreation Director Carlson, Finance Director Smith, Public Works Director Thureen and Chief Stanger.  
 
3. PRESENTATIONS:  None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilmember Piekarski Krech removed Item 4D from the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Mueller 
removed 4A(i) from the Consent Agenda.  
 
A. (i)  Minutes of July 13, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting 
      (ii) Minutes of July 27, 2015 Special City Council Meeting 
B.  Resolution No. 15-124 Approving Disbursements for Period Ending August 4, 2015. 
C.  Resolution No. 15-130 Authorize Inver Grove Heights Police Department to enter into a Traffic Safety                                
      Grant with the State of Minnesota 
D.  Consider Replacement of Arena Sound System at Community Center 
E. Accept 2015 Donations for Various Parks and Recreation Programs 
F. Approve Custom Grading Agreement for 6042 Blaine Avenue 
      (Lot 5, Block 1, Oakbush 3rd Addition)  
G. Resolution No. 15-125 Consider Resolution Accepting Proposal from Stantec Consulting Services, 

Inc. for Preparation of Project Documents, Geotechnical Services, and Other Engineering Services for 
the Purchase and Installation of a Pressure Reducing Valve (ORV) Vault to Serve the Northwest Area 
(NWA) Water System Pressure Zone, City Project No. 2015-11 – 70th Street Lift Station 

H. Resolution No. 15-126 Consider Resolution Approving Application of the Loyal Order of Moose 
Lodge 1088 to Conduct Excluded Bingo for the Property located at 5927 Concord Boulevard.  

I. Personnel Actions 

Motion by Bartholomew, second by Hark, to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
  

4A(i).  Minutes of July 13, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting. 
Councilmember Mueller stated that he voted against item C.  Consider Resolution Supporting the Robert 
Street Transitway Alternative Study on Page 6 of the July 13, 2015 minutes.   

Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Hark, to edit the minutes to reflect the nay vote.  
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
4D.  Consider Replaced of Arena Sound System at Community Center. 
Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked whether this item was covered by the associations using the 
hockey arena.  Parks and Recreation Director, Mr. Carlson replied that all the users of the ice rink are 

  paying the ice rates. Users have access to the sound system. They don’t pay extra for the sound system.  
Councilmember Piekarski Krech stated that the locker rooms are paid for by users.  Mr. Carlson stated 
that the internal space is paid for by the high school and booster clubs which includes the locker rooms. 
The external space the city provides.  Councilmember Pieksarski Krech further asked if the rent covers the 
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necessary improvements to the arena. Mr. Carlson stated that the ice arena is a part of the community 
center.  The total budget is $2.5 million dollars. 90% of the costs are covered by ice rentals, memberships, 
and classes, etc.  All of the expenses of the community center are not covered including the capital 
improvement expenses to improve the facility.  Councilmember Piekarski Krech commented that corrosion 
seems to be an issue with parts including the sounds system.  Mr. Carlson replied the sound system is 
nineteen (19) years old and has done well in the arena conditions. Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked 
how common replacement was for hockey arena.  Mr. Carlson replied that the vendor has put in sound 
systems around Minnesota for example at Ridder Arena at the University of Minnesota, Warner Coliseum, 
Drake Arena and Minnehaha Academy Arena. Some of those arenas are newer than Inver Grove Heights’ 
arena.  Piekarski Krech asked about the warranty of the sound system. Mr. Carlson will look into the 
warranty and let the Council know.   
 
Motion by Tourville, second by Bartholomew, to accept bid for the Arena Sound System. 
 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
A. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS: Consider Second Reading of Ordinance Amending City Code 

Title 5 Chapter 6 related to Use of Firearms and Bows and Arrows. 
 
Shelley Calvert, City Government Intern presented the Second Reading of the Bows and Arrows 
Ordinance.  Ms. Calvert presented the amended map with exclusion to the Northwest area that have 
new and existing development as discussed in the first reading of the ordinance on July 27, 2015. The 
map was modified to reflect those concerns by Council.  The language of the ordinance was acceptable 
to the Council.  Ms. Calvert asked for approval of the second reading of the bow hunting ordinance 
amendments.   
 
Councilmember Piekarski Krech commented on her concern that the arrows will not stay within the 
acceptable hunting areas.  She would like a diagram requirement when a bow hunting permit is applied 
so the hunter understands the permitted hunting areas. Ms. Calvert commented that special exceptions 
have not been approved and that she has not received requests for special exception areas.  The 
permit deadline is September 1, 2015. Once the deadline passes Ms. Calvert will put together a map of 
the hunting areas for the accepted permit holders. Council will have the ability to review the applications 
to approve or deny applications at the September 14, 2015 meeting.  Mayor Tourville commented that 
each application will be reviewed individually for special exclusions. City Administrator Lynch 
responded to Councilmember Piekarski Krech’s inquiry that the size of the parcel is not reduced by the 
200 feet buffer. It’s stated in the ordinance for the hunter to be aware of when hunting but it doesn’t 
disqualify from the property’s acreage.  Mr. Lynch commented that as a part of the application process 
staff will ask the applicant to demonstrate the permissible hunting areas so they are aware of the buffer 
areas.   
 
Councilmember Bartholomew asked about the Northwest of 70th and Westside of Babcock parcel of 
land on the map.  Mr. Lynch answered that it’s 40 acres of property purchased by the EDA that was 
part of the golf course.  The EDA purchased the parcel to relieve the debt from the golf course.  This 
area is not a permissible area to bow hunt.  Councilmember Bartholomew confirmed that there was no 
bow hunting eastside of 70th St. at Babcock.     
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Motion by Bartholomew, second by Mueller, to approve the second reading of the Use of Firearms 
Bows and Arrows Ordinance. 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
7. REGULAR AGENDA: 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

A. Jon Skogh:  Consider the Second reading of an Ordinance Amendment allowing Accessory 
Dwelling United (ADU) within all single family zoning districts and specifically for property 
located at 1355 96th Street E. 

 
City Planner, Alan Hunting presented the second reading of the Ordinance to allow Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (ADU) within single family zoning districts.  At the first reading of the ordinance, the Council asked 
staff to add language to the ordinance that septic and well will be in the same system.  Staff is concerned 
with the long term use within the existing structures. The accessory unit could end up being used as 
separate rental units.  The ordinance is worded currently that the accessory unit can be rented by an 
individual, outside of the family or a family member.  Setback requirements also change with an accessory 
dwelling unit so variances may be required. 
 
Councilmember Piekarski Krech referred to Building Official, Frank Martin’s memo, and stated that after 
the accessory building is built and its rented it can become a duplex.  Mr. Hunting responded that it could 
be called a duplex because it will have everything separated, kitchen, bathroom and furnace, etc.  
Councilmember Piekarski Krech remarked that this could create duplexes in designated single family 
areas.  Mayor Tourville commented for properties outside of city water permits for multiple wells and septic 
systems could occur with the passing of this type of ordinance. This could saturate the water supply.  
Councilmember Bartholomew responded that his concern is the potential rental of the property.   
 
Councilmember Piekarski Krech discussed the issues with separating the dwellings and not having a 
common shared area. 
City Attorney Tim Kuntz discussed the code’s definition of family which is up to four unrelated persons.   
Owner, Jon Skogh, 1355 96th Street E. discussed his plans for tying into the septic system with the 
accessory dwelling unit.  Owner, Kevie Skogh, 1355 96th Street E. asked the council to state in the rules 
that the property will not be allowed to be rented. 
City Planner, Mr. Hunting discussed the definition of family in the ordinance and restricting the language to 
prevent potential future renting. Further, the square footage cannot be greater than 3,000 square feet in 
the floor area.  Mayor Tourville commented that he liked the idea of redefining the family definition piece of 
the ordinance.   Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked that the ordinance still allow possible renting in a 
single family home with one owner and two non related individuals to help with the aging population.  
Mayor Tourville remarked that the term renting should not be used as the identifier and that defining family 
in the ordinance would help prohibit renting.  City Attorney Kuntz discussed the possibility of having the 
definition of family defined in the use of the accessory dwelling unit as related to those in the principal unit.  
Or defining the language as anyone living in the principal property that can also live in the accessory 
dwelling.  Mr. Kuntz asked that the Council direct staff on what they would like to do.  Mr. Hunting 
mentioned that the ordinance as it reads allows for three (3) persons in the accessory dwelling unit.  The 
three (3) persons are currently defined do not have to be of family relation.  
Councilmember Bartholomew discussed his concerns under the current ordinance regarding the 
accessory dwelling units because building codes are not under the same rules as a rental property.  
 
City of Inver Grove Heights Housing Commission Chair, Mary T’Kach, 7848 Babcock Trail. stated that the 
commission would like the definition of family to remain the same. Ms. T’Kach stated that having this 
language unchanged allows for future rental potential for the aging population.  She discussed different 
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scenarios that could occur with an older aging adult.  She further added that if the property becomes 
entirely rented then the rental licensing ordinance would cover this change.   Mayor Tourville replied that 
the principal property family definition would not be changed.  The accessory unit building would have the 
proposed family definition.  Ms. T’Kach added that the Housing Commission would like to see that the 
accessory building unit be allowed to potentially rent for future housing needs.   
 
Mayor Tourville replied that the principal building has to be owner occupied, but the accessory building 
unit could have the language prohibiting renting and not define family as previously discussed.  
Councilmember Hark agreed that the accessory dwelling should not be limited by the family definition.  
Councilmember Bartholomew expressed concern regarding the building code and potential renting 
prospect.  Mayor Tourville responded that the ordinance could be changed to reflect that if the accessory 
building becomes rented than the owner must abide by the city’s rental licensing code.   City Attorney 
asked the council if the ordinance should have the language regarding that the principal property must be 
owner occupied.  Councilmember Piekarski Krech made the clarifying remark that the property must have 
an owner either occupy the accessory dwelling unit or the principal property unit.  City Attorney 
summarized the discussion by stating staff will look at the classes or definition of family (blood, marriage 
and relationship) and potential rental licensing requirements.  
 
Mayor Tourville directed staff to come back for the third reading with the different definitions of the family 
unit and rental licensing requirements.       
 
Motion by Mueller, second Bartholomew, to accept the second reading of the ordinance with 
changes abovementioned.   
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried.  
 

B. Jason and Kathleen Hopkins: Consider Resolution No. 15-1274 relating to a Variance to 
allow more than one detached accessory building on the property located at 8545 Ann 
Marie Trail.   

Mr. Link summarized the variance request for the detached accessory building located in E-2 zoning 
district.  Applicant applied for a second accessory building on the property with 624 square feet which 
requires a variance. The property has a detached garage and an existing detached structure of 240 
square feet.  The two combined accessory buildings are less than 1,000 square feet, complying with the 
maximum size allowed. The property has limited building area with heavily wooded terrain in the 
topographical features. Applicant cannot build an addition onto the garage structure because of a well and 
pipeline along with setback requirements.  The accessory building will be a covered area with good 
screening.  Mr. Link concluded that Planning staff and Planning Commission recommended approval of 
the variance because of the unique terrain and topographic features and the well and pipeline location.  
The applicant, Jason Hopkins spoke in regards to their property and request for variance.  Councilmember 
Hark noted that he drove to the property and doesn’t believe the accessory building will be noticeable to 
those in or around the cul-de-sac.   
 
Motion by Piekarski Krech, second Mueller to approve the variance at 8545 Ann Marie Trail. 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried.  

 

C. Michael Foster/Southview Animal Hospital:  Consider the following requests for property   
located at 32 Mendota Road:  
i) Resolution No. 15-128 relating to a Conditional Use Permit Amendment to allow for 

an addition onto the existing building.  
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ii) Resolution No. 15-129 relating to a Variance to allow sheet metal siding on the 
addition to match the existing building.  

Mr. Link introduced the items and summarized the request for Conditional Use Permit and variance for 
vertical steel siding to match the existing building. The request is to add 675 square feet onto the back 
side of the animal hospital.  The one story addition would be located behind the existing building on 
existing impervious surface.  No new impervious surface would be added. The setback requirements are 
being met. The variance requested is for the exterior building requirement to allow vertical siding to match 
the existing building. The siding is steel and would match the existing building and was constructed in 
1940.  The proposed siding would not alter the character of the locality as it would match the existing 
building material.   Mr. Link concluded that Planning staff and Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the conditional use permit and variance unanimously. The architect of the property, Mike 
Tiedman was present to answer any questions from the Council.  
   
Mayor Tourville asked for an update on the SAC charges.  City Administrator, Joe Lynch discussed SAC 
charges for the addition to the building. There are 11 SAC charges for the property. What is being 
discussed with Met Council is that a letter of appeals will be written on city’s letterhead to appeal the 
charges of SAC from 2006 when changes were made to the building and the owner was not made aware 
of the charges at that time.  The appeal will be to have those charges stay within the 2006 rate amount.  
Today’s rate is $4,400 and the 2006 rate could be significantly less.  Mr. Tiedman stated that Met Council 
last viewed the building plans in 1990. Met Council determined the property was an office building with 
one office.  The property has only been an animal hospital. Councilmember Piekarski Krech commented 
that she welcomes the expansion of a business.    
 
Motion by Piekarski Krech, second Bartholomew, to approve Resolution No. 15-128 the conditional 
use permit and Resolution No. 15-129 the variance for 32 Mendota Road. 
 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried.  
 
8. MAYOR & COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember Piekarski Krech commented on the night to unite.  Mayor Tourville stated the next council 
meeting is August 24, 2015 at 7:00p.m. and the next work session is on September 8, 2015 at 6:00p.m.   
 
9. ADJOURN: Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Bartholomew, to adjourn.  The meeting was 
adjourned by a unanimous vote at 8:21p.m. 
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