












































































































































AGENDA ITEM Lf, f 
MEMO 

CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 

TO: 

FROM: 

Inver Grove Heights Economic Development Authority 

.t'V//. 
Thomas J. Link, Director of Community Development 1/), "' 

DATE: April 22, 2016 for EDA Meeting of May 9, 2016 

SUBJECT: Ordinance Amendments - Commercial Property Maintenance 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 

The Inver Grove Heights Economic Development Authority (EDA) is to discuss property 
maintenance requirements and provide staff with further direction. 

BACKGROUND 

One of the items on the EDA's 2016 Work Plan is consideration of commercial property 
maintenance regulations. These regulations would apply to commercial properties throughout 
the City. The EDA has discussed the regulations at previous meetings and expressed a 
particular concern about the maintenance of vacant stores. 

The EDA directed staff to prepare ordinance language to address the maintenance of: 

• Landscaping/lawns
• Signs

• Buildings

• Parking lots
• Fire protection

The attached ordinance drafts were prepared by staff and the City Attorney, after reviewing 1) 
existing Inver Grove Heights regulations and 2) ordinances for three other Dakota County cities 
that have large amounts of commercial development - Burnsville, Eagan, and West St. Paul. 

ANALYSIS 

Landscaping 
The existing Inver Grove Heights ordinance has only general language requiring commercial 
properties to maintain their landscaping. The regulations do not provide any specific standards 
for landscape maintenance on commercial properties. Burnsville, Eagan, and West St. Paul all 
require that grass be no taller than eight inches on all properties, including residential, 
commercial, and industrial. 

The attached ordinance would require commercial properties to: 

• Maintain lawns so that they do not exceed a height of eight inches
• Provide certain exceptions from the eight inch standard
• Establish a lawn within one year of the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for the

building
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