
 

 

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2009 

8150 BARBARA AVENUE 

7:30 P.M. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PRESENTATIONS: 

A. Simley High School Social Studies Swing Bridge Presentation  

B. IGH Days Royalty Program 

4.  CONSENT AGENDA – All items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and have been made available  

  to the City Council at least two days prior to the meeting; the items will be enacted in one motion.  There will be no  

  separate discussion of these items unless a Council member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be  

  removed from this Agenda and considered in normal sequence.       

 A.  Minutes – May 26, 2009 Regular Council Meeting              

B.  Resolution Approving Disbursements for Period Ending June 3, 2009       

C.  Pay Voucher No. 2 for Fire Station No. 1 Parking Lot        

D.  Change Order No. 3 and Pay Voucher No. 8 for City Project No. 2003-03, Southern  

 Sanitary Sewer System Improvements          

E.  Time Change Order No. 3 for City Project No. 2003-15, Northwest Area Utility Imp.    

F.   Resolution Accepting Individual Project Order No. 12B  with Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc.  

 for Additional Final Design Phase Services for the Pavement Management Program, Urban  

 Street Reconstruction – City Project No. 2009-09D (South Grove Area 4) and City Project No.  

 2010-09D (South Grove Area 5)           

G.  Consider Purchase of Event Tent           

H.   Approve Charitable Gambling Permit American Legion Aux. Unit 424      

I.    Personnel Actions              

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT – Public comment provides an opportunity for the public to address the Council on items  

 that are not on the Agenda.  Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per person.  

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider a Resolution Ordering Improvements, Approving  

 Plans and Specifications and Authorizing Advertisement for Bid for City Project No. 2008-09F,  

 Salem Hills Farm Reconstruction/Mill and Overlay          

 



B. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution Ordering City Project No. 2009-11,  

Concord Boulevard Reconstruction – Phase 3 as a Public Improvement Project under Minnesota  

Statutes Chapter 429             

7. REGULAR AGENDA:  

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

A. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Authorize Application of Transportation Enhancement  

Grant for Heritage Village Park              

B. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Determine Selection Process for Operational Audit of Inver  

Wood Golf Course                 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

C. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider an Ordinance Amendment to the Zoning Code  

 relating to increasing the maximum impervious surface coverage in the R-1A, R-1B and   

 R-1C zoning districts.              

D. OLI SMITH; Consider Resolution relating to a Variance to Exceed Allowed Maximum Impervious  

Surface Coverage for a Porch Addition for property located at 10857 Andes Circle     

E. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Supporting Extension of Bus Service to Arbor  

Pointe                    

PUBLIC WORKS: 

F. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Resolution Ordering City Project No. 2009-21, Concord Boulevard  

Reconstruction – Phase 3, Utility Improvements         

G. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Resolution Ordering City Project No. 2009-22, Concord  

Boulevard Reconstruction – Phase 3, Decorative Street Lighting and Approving Construction  

Agreement with Xcel Energy               

H. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Accept Bids and Award Contract for City Project No.  

2007-17 – Clark Road Improvements             

I. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution Accepting the Proposal from and  

Awarding Contract to WSB & Associates, Inc. for Construction Phase Services for City Project  

No. 2009-01, Trunk Highway 3 and proposed 80th Street (County Road 28) Intersection  

Improvements                   

J. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution Ordering Improvements to a 60”  

Storm Sewer along the Concord Boulevard Project 2001-12 by Authorizing a Market Value  

Change Order up to $45,000                

ADMINISTRATION: 

K. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Reconsider Appointment to Parks & Recreation Advisory  

Commission                  

8. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

9. ADJOURN 



INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2009 - 8150 BARBARA AVENUE 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  The City Council of Inver Grove Heights met in regular session on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2009, in the City Council Chambers.  Mayor Tourville called the meeting to order at 7:30 
p.m. Present were Council members Grannis, Klein, Madden, and Piekarski Krech; City Administrator 
Lynch, Assistant City Administrator Teppen, City Attorney Kuntz, Public Works Director Thureen, 
Community Development Director Link, Parks & Recreation Director Carlson, Finance Director Lanoue  
and Deputy Clerk Rheaume.   

3. PRESENTATIONS:  

4. CONSENT AGENDA:   

Councilmember Klein removed Item 4A, Minutes – May 11, 2009 Regular Council Meeting from the  
Consent Agenda 

Mr. Thureen removed Item 4D – Resolution Receiving Bids and Awarding Contract for the 2009 Pavement  
Management Program, City Project No. 2009-09A, Cracksealing – from the Consent Agenda 

Councilmember Grannis removed Item 4E - Resolution Receiving Bids and Awarding Contract for the 
2009 Pavement Management Program, City Project No. 2009-09B, Sealcoating – from the Consent  
Agenda 

Mayor Tourville removed Item 4G – Approve Resolution releasing Lot 18, Block 3, Southern Lakes 5th  
Addition from recorded development contracts – from the Consent Agenda 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech removed Items 4N - Approve Contract with Qwest to relocate utility for 
Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation, 4O – Approve Contract with Comcast to relocate utility for 
Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation and 4P – Consider Purchase of Event Tent, from the Consent  
Agenda. 
 
B.   Resolution No. 09-98 Approving Disbursements for Period Ending May 20, 2009   

C. Pay Voucher No. 11 for City Project No. 2003-15, Northwest Area Trunk Utility Improvements 

F. Approve Floodplain Mapping Agreement relating to River Heights Marina and Resolution No.  
09-101 Levying a Special Assessment against Tax Parcel #20-36500-151-42   

H. Approve Water Tower Site Lease Agreement with Cingulair 
 
I. Approve Purchase of Eight-Inch Pressure Reducing Station from Northwestern Power Equipment  

Company, Inc. 

J. Accept Proposal for Water Distribution System Leak Detection Services 

K. Resolution No. 09-104 Authorizing the City to Enter into Amended Traffic Control Signal  
Agreement Number 94220R with Mn/DOT and Dakota County 

L. Approve Contract for Continuing Disclosure Reporting Services 

M. Approving Changing the name National Night Out to Minnesota’s Night to Unite 

Q. Award Contract for Installation of Non-Slip Flooring at Fire Stations 

R. Personnel Actions 

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Ayes: 5  
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
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A. Minutes – May 11, 2009 Regular Council Meeting 

Councilmember Klein indicated that he would abstain from voting on the approval of the minutes because  
he was absent on May 11th.   

Motion by Grannis, second by Madden, to approve the Minutes of the May 11, 2009 Regular  
Council Meeting  

Ayes: 4 
Nays: 0 
Abstain: 1 (Klein) Motion carried. 

D. Resolution Receiving Bids and Awarding Contract for the 2009 Pavement Management Program,  
City Project No. 2009-09A – Cracksealing 

Mr. Thureen stated that a revised resolution was provided to the Council.  He explained that the City 
Attorney suggested that language be added to the “now therefore” clause of the resolution to denote that  
the City officially accepted the withdrawal of the bid submitted by Astech Corp.     

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to adopt Resolution No. 09-99 Receiving Bids and Awarding 
Contract to Pearson Brothers, Inc. in the amount of $57,243.75 for the 2009 Pavement Management  
Program, City Project No. 2009-09A, Cracksealing  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

E. Resolution Receiving Bids and Awarding Contract for the 2009 Pavement Management Program,  
City Project No. 2009-09B – Seal coating 

Councilmember Grannis stated that the alternate bid that includes cul-de-sacs should be considered  
because he thinks it is a mistake to not maintain some of the areas of the streets.    

Mr. Thureen responded that the base bid plus alternate two was not recommended for approval by staff 
because seal coating cul-de-sacs has been a source of complaints from residents in the past due to loose 
seal coating aggregate and rough surfaces.  He explained that the aggregate is knocked loose much more 
easily than on a typical street because there is not enough traffic volume on cul-de-sacs to provide proper 
bedding and compaction of the rock.  He noted that several alternative treatments were considered by 
staff and it was determined that the alternatives would not last as long.  He stated that cul-de-sacs would  
be included if the Council chose to award the base bid plus alternate two.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech stated that residents on cul-de-sacs need to be informed that the City 
does not have the staff available to sweep the loose aggregate on every cul-de-sac in the City multiple  
times. 

Motion by Grannis, second by Piekarski Krech, to adopt Resolution No. 09-100 Receiving Bids and 
Awarding Contract to Pearson Brothers, Inc. in the amount of $135,441.49 for the 2009 Pavement  
Management Program, City Project No. 2009-09B, Seal coating 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

G. Approve Resolution releasing Lot 18, Block 3, Southern Lakes 5th Addition from recorded  
development contracts – Nicholas & Jennifer Bartl 

Mr. Kuntz explained that the applicants are in the process of purchasing the home on Lot 18, Block 3 of 
the Southern Lakes 5th Addition.  He stated that the development is complete and the applicants have 
requested that the subject lot be released from the recorded development contract.  He explained that the 
development contracts recorded against the property were reviewed and no issues were found relating to 
the release of the lot from the development contracts with two exceptions.  He stated street lighting 
obligations which state that the lot is charged for energy costs must remain in place and the joint powers 
agreement with Eagan covering utilities and fees must remain in place.   
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Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Grannis, to adopt Resolution No. 09-102 releasing Lot 18, 
Block 3 from Southern Lakes 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Addition Development Contracts & Resolution No. 
09-103 approving the partial release of Lot 18, Block 3, from Southern Lakes 5th Addition  
Development Contract  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

N. Approve Contract with Qwest to relocate utility for Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation 

O. Approve Contract with Comcast to relocate utility for Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech stated that she is concerned that the combined totals of the work  
associated with items 4N, 4O & 7J is $10,000 over the allocated project budget amount.    

Mayor Tourville noted that item 7J is for the engineering services associated with the relocation. 

Ms. Teppen responded that the $20,000 that was allocated in the budget was an estimate because it was 
unknown at that time what the cost would be for the labor and materials associated with the relocation of 
utilities.  She stated that contracts are in place with Qwest and Comcast and they reflect the actual costs  
for the labor and materials needed to relocate the utilities. 

Mayor Tourville added that the City does not have any other alternatives because the utilities need to be  
moved. 

Motion by Madden, second by Klein, to approve contracts with Qwest & Comcast to relocate  
utilities for Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

P. Consider Purchase of Event Tent 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned why the City was paying for the tent when it was being used  
by the Best Foundation at the time the damage occurred.  

Mr. Carlson responded that the City owns the tent and an insurance claim was submitted.  He stated that it 
appears very likely that the City will be reimbursed for the cost to replace the tent.  He explained that the  
tent was donated to the City and is set up by City staff for two events annually.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech clarified that the tent was damaged at an event that was not sponsored 
by the City.  She questioned why the claim would be submitted on the City’s insurance when it was not 
damaged at a City event.  She asked that the item be tabled to get more information regarding the 
insurance claim.  She stated that she is not comfortable spending the money when she is not sure who  
should be responsible.         

Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Klein, to table the item to June 8, 2009 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Dorothy Van Hoven, 10632 Alison Way, stated that the trail that was recently completed in the Southern 
Lakes neighborhood is used daily by residents.  She explained that the trail ends at Cliff Road  and 
residents would like a sidewalk constructed to the West, along Cliff Road, back to the two entrances to the 
Southern Lakes subdivision.  She stated that the sidewalk would help alleviate major safety concerns of 
those attempting to travel along Cliff Road where the speed limit is 55mph.  She noted that Dakota County  
was contacted and the response that was received was previously provided to the Council.   

Mayor Tourville responded that staff would evaluate the request and the response from Dakota County  
and it would be placed on a Council agenda for discussion and consideration at a later date.   
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Clarence Sampson, 7600 River Road, commended the City and the Council for improvements that were 
made at River Front park.  He raised concerns regarding graffiti on the bridge at 77th Street.  He stated 
that he wants to see the bridge painted more frequently and added that he volunteered to paint the bridge  
if the City provided the paint.  He explained that he is not satisfied with the amount of time it has taken the  
City to work out the adopt-a-bridge program that would allow him to cover the graffiti.      

Jim Douglas, 8657 Callahan Trail, informed the Council that the Arbor Pointe Master Association would be 
installing containers for the disposal of animal waste along Broderick and Brooks Boulevard to see if 
people start using them.  He expressed safety concerns regarding the intersection of Callahan Trail and 
Cahill Avenue.  He suggested that signs be installed to make drivers award of the “blind” intersection.   He 
stated that the Arbor Pointe Master Association would be seeking reimbursement from the City for work  
that was done last winter to remove and dispose of asphalt that was torn up.   

Allan Cederberg, 1162 East 82nd Street, stated that he would be filing a complaint with the District Court 
against the City because he feels that the City did not follow the proper procedure when it authorized the 
issuance and sale of General Obligation Bonds for the Public Safety Addition/City Hall renovation project.   
He also discussed the expiration of his term as the alternate representative to the Gun Club Watershed  
Management Organization and questioned if a replacement would be appointed.    

Mr. Thureen responded that the position was advertised in the City’s official newspaper and a  
recommendation would be brought to the Council after the application period expired.   

Mayor Tourville added that the opening was also posted on the City’s website.     

Dayle Bright, 8611 Brinkley Lane, stated that she concerned with the condition of Cahill Avenue and  
questioned why it has taken the City so long to fix the street.   

Mayor Tourville responded that those questions would be addressed under Item 6B. 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

A. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution Ordering Improvements, Approving Plans & 
Specifications and Authorizing Advertisement for Bid for City Project No. 2008-09F, Salem Hills Farm  
Reconstruction/Mill and Overlay 

Mr. Thureen explained that the public hearing was opened at the May 11th Council meeting and staff was 
directed to survey the property owners in the project area to determine the level of sump pump use.  He 
added that 58 responses had been received to date and that staff would summarize the results of the 
survey and provide the information to the consultant for review.  He stated that staff was also directed to 
work with the geotechnical consultant to determine what additional field testing and analysis would need to 
be completed to address the residents’ concerns regarding the affect of the proposed street reconstruction 
on the ground water level and on the water bodies that would receive the groundwater collected by the 
proposed street drain tile system.  He recommended that the Council continue to leave the public hearing  
open until the June 8th Council meeting to allow the results of the survey to be analyzed by the consultant. 

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to table consideration of the item and continue the public  
hearing on June 8, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers   

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

B. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider a Resolution Ordering the Project, Approving Plans 
and Specifications, and Authorizing Advertisement for Bids for 2008 Pavement Management Program  
– City Project No. 2008-09G, Cahill Avenue/Brooks Boulevard Mill and Overlay 

Mr. Thureen explained that the streets were constructed in 1993 and 1994 and the Pavement Condition 
Index was assessed three years ago and the rating at that time did not warrant a mill and overlay as 
determined by the Pavement Management Program policy.  He stated that since the last pavement 
assessment significant wearing course failure has occurred, and the City retained American Engineering 
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and Testing to take core samples and provide a recommendation to the City based on their analysis.  He 
explained that in their May 7, 2008 report AET recommended a two-inch deep mill and overlay due to the  
wearing course layer having insufficient density.   

Mr. Thureen explained that the project was considered in 2008 and it was not approved due to citizen 
concerns over assessment of properties with private streets that abut the project area.  He added that 
there was also a desire to research whether or not the City should include improvements to private streets 
in public projects.  He stated that in response to the assessment concerns, the feasibility study was 
amended to provide two options for an increased City contribution to reduce the assessments.  He noted 
that the City Attorney has determined that the City cannot improve private streets and cannot specially 
assess to fund the improvement of private streets.  He stated that the private associations have the option 
to contact a City street improvement contractor to request a quote for work on their private streets while  
the contractor is mobilized for a City project.     

Mr. Thureen stated that the total estimated project cost is approximately $457,000 and funding sources 
include the Pavement Management Fund and special assessments.  He explained that if the Pavement 
Management Program policy was followed, the proposed assessment would be approximately $258,000  
divided amongst 496 parcels.   

Jim Douglas, 8657 Callahan Trail, suggested that the City Council take another look at how the project is 
proposed to be assessed.  He questioned why properties located on Birch Boulevard were not being 
assessed when it has two access points to Cahill Avenue.  He stated that the Arbor Pointe Master  
Association would like to know if the center islands on streets would be removed when construction starts.   

Mr. Thureen stated that the center islands would not be removed but there would likely be spot 
replacement.  He suggested waiting to replace any shrubbery until the locations for spot removal were 
marked.  He explained that if a property located on a private street has a driveway that accesses a public 
street it is included in the assessment. He stated that there are two classes of property identified in the 
funding policy and if mult-family properties have frontage on a public street that amount is assessed over  
entire association.   

Linda Bohler, 8766 Benson Way, commented that it was her understanding from the meeting in July of 
2008 that there was going to be some discussion regarding the assessment methodology that would be 
used for this project.   She stated that Cahill Avenue is a major road in the City that is used by more than  
just the property owners being assessed. 

Mayor Tourville responded that staff and the City Attorney looked at the state statute to see if the project 
could be assessed in a different manner and it was determined that legally it could not be.  He stated that 
the City is likely going to contribute a large portion of the cost, which ultimately means everyone in the City  
is contributing.   

Mr. Thureen stated that the basic funding policy for a mill and overlay calls for a 20% City contribution and 
if the funding is approved as proposed, the City contribution would be more than 50%.  He reiterated that  
the increased City contribution recognizes that Cahill Avenue serves as a collector street in the City.   

Terry Akemann, 8728 Callahan Trail, asked that when improvements are made to Birch Boulevard if he  
would be assessed for those improvements as well.   

Mr. Thureen responded that the whole association would be assessed for frontage on Birch Boulevard.   

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to close the public hearing 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
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Motion by Klein, second by Madden to adopt Resolution No. 09-105 ordering the project, approving 
plans and specifications and authorizing advertisement for bids for 2008 Pavement Management  
Program – City Project No. 2008-09G, Cahill Avenue/Brooks Boulevard Mill and Overlay 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

The City Council took a five-minute recess. 

7. REGULAR AGENDA: 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

A. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Acquisition of Land Adjacent to Heritage Village Park 

Mr. Carlson explained that Castaway Marina, Inc. owns property that is land-locked by Heritage Village 
Park property and a pond.  He stated that Castaway Marina proposed to give the City property that lies 
West of the pond and is surrounded by Heritage Village Park.  He explained that acquisition and 
trespassing issues were discussed with the marina and it was determined that it may be necessary for the 
City to construct a six-foot high chain link fence along the rear property boundary to keep people from 
driving their vehicles and ATV’s across park property.  He noted that the fence would be approximately 
300 feet in length.  He explained that if the Council would like to pursue acquisition of the land City staff 
and the City Attorney would work on the details of the issue and bring a formal proposal back to the  
Council for approval at a later date.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked how much the fence would cost.   

Mr. Carlson responded that it is estimated to cost approximately $6,000.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked if the land is worth $6,000.   

Mr. Carlson stated that the land is approximately one half of an acre.   

Motion by Grannis, second by Madden, to direct staff to work on a proposal to acquire land 
adjacent to Heritage Village Park 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

B. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Review Plans for Trail Connection along Babcock Trail between  
Baldwin and 75th  

Mr. Carlson explained that a trail connection from Baldwin Avenue to 75th Street on the East side of 
Babcock Trail has been supported by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission and the City 
Council as part of the 2009 park improvement planning process.  He stated that the trail is being proposed 
at this time based on the City’s development of Well #9.  He noted that the trail would provide a safe off-
road alternative to people in the neighborhood because it would connect trails adjacent to 75th and 70th   
Streets which both connect to the trail along Highway 52.  He explained that an informational meeting was 
held and the two property owners in attendance supported the proposed trail if the City was able to 
preserve the mature evergreen trees located on the rear property line.  He added that one of the property 
owners has private improvements in the right-of-way that would need to be removed and placed back on 
the private property.  He noted that one resident attended the May 13th Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission meeting and asked that the City provide natural screening of his property if the trail was  
installed.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned why the trail would not be run along Babcock, similar to a  
sidewalk.   

Mr. Carlson responded that the trail would not be run along the road because of grade issues and the  
location of several rain gardens on properties along Babcock.   

Mark Yarrington, 7339 Baldwin, expressed concerns regarding the removal of tree coverage.  He stated 
that the proposed trail would run along his property and requested that the City provide heavy screening to 
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maintain his privacy.  He noted that he is not opposed to the trail.  He commented on the large sign that 
Glassing’s is going to operate and stated that the light from the sign will shine directly into his home and  
requested that screening be provided to alleviate that problem as well.   

Mayor Tourville stated that Glassing’s may be will to discuss the hours of operation for the sign if it is  
creating a legitimate problem or hardship. 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned the cost and stated that she is not sure that this is where  
money should be spent right now.   

Mayor Tourville stated that the connection to existing trails would be a much safer option for those using  
the trails versus walking along the road to move from trail to trail.   

Councilmember Klein commented that now would be a good time to build the trail connection because the  
area is already being worked on. 

Mr. Carlson stated that the estimated project cost is approximately $60,000.  He noted that the Council  
would not consider approval of the project until bids are received.   

Councilmember Klein clarified that the project would be funded with Park Dedication money.   

Councilmember Grannis stated that he is willing to go along with going out to get bids because of the  
current economic conditions and he wants to see what the project would actually cost.   

Motion by Klein, second by Grannis, to approve the layout of the trail proposed along Babcock 
Trail Baldwin Avenue and 75th Street and to authorize staff to obtain bids for the installation of the  
trail 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

C. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Hiring Consultant for Rock Island Swing Bridge Project 

Mr. Carlson stated that in April of 2009 the City submitted a Transportation Enhancement American 
Recovery & Reinvest Act grant request in the amount of $1,300,000.  He explained that the grant request 
has been recommended to be funded in the full amount and official approval is expected on June 10, 
2009.  He stated that on May 11, 2009 the City Council directed staff to work towards potential ownership 
of the Rock Island Swing Bridge and reviewed the conditions of ownership that were imposed by the 
Council at that time.  He explained that on May 16, 2009 the Minnesota Legislature passed a bill putting a 
moratorium on demolition of the bridge.  He provided a brief overview of the project timeline and stated 
that the Council is scheduled to consider approval of plans and specifications for the project on July 13, 
2009.  He added that the project schedule was aggressive in order to successfully get the required 
information submitted to the Metropolitan Council by November 13, 2009.  He noted that failure to submit 
the necessary environmental documentation, right-of-way certificates, plans & specifications and project 
cost estimates would result in the loss of funds for the project.  He explained that the League of Minnesota 
Cities Insurance Trust expects to be able to insure the project once it has been restored and is safe.  He 
stated that the League has not been able to identify an annual cost for insuring the structure but it is 
estimated to be between $0 and $25,000.   He reviewed Minnesota Statute 466.03 pertaining to 
“Recreational Immunity” and stated that if the project continued to proceed, the City would want to use that  
statute to protect itself from claims that could be filed against the City.   

Councilmember Klein clarified that if a consultant is hired, the City would be billed on a monthly basis and 
would be in a position to terminate the contract if the project was to stop due to lack of funding or other  
unforeseen circumstances. 

Mr. Carlson confirmed that the consultants would invoice the City on a monthly basis for services 
performed.  He noted that the $1,300,000 grant could not be used to hire engineers and all of the grant 
money has to be used for the necessary capital improvements to the structure.  He explained that the 
Legislature also passed a bill that has $100,000 allocated for the bridge and the City would need to follow  
a process as designated by the Minnesota Historical Society to receive that funding.   
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Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked if the historical society still had interest in saving the structure.  
She stated that she is concerned that the historical value or significance of the bridge may be lost if it is  
rebuilt. 

Mr. Carlson responded that the consultants will review the two spans to determine if it would be in the best 
interest of the City to rebuild or rehabilitate the existing spans.  He noted that initial reviews indicated that 
it would be cheaper to remove the spans and rebuild them.  He clarified that all of the agencies involved  
agreed that the City was not being awarded grant dollars because of the historical factor of the bridge.   

Councilmember Grannis questioned if the 1.3 million dollar grant would be enough to complete the project.   

Mr. Carlson responded that his recommendation would be to develop a base project and then include 
alternates when the project is sent out for bid to see what the costs associated with each phase would be.  
He stated that if the $1,300,000 would not cover any of the alternates, staff could attempt to find additional 
funding.  He discussed the proposals received from both consulting firms and stated that the cost would 
be in an amount not to exceed $150,000 and would be funded via the Host Community Fund.  He stated  
that staff recommended accepting the proposal from SEH, Inc. in the amount of $130,900.   

Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Klein, to authorize an agreement with SEH, Inc. in the 
amount of $130,900 and not to exceed $150,000 for the purposes of assisting the City in the 
development of plans & specifications, applying for the necessary permits, submission of 
necessary environmental documentation, development of master plan concept and bidding 
services in an effort to re-use the Rock Island Swing Bridge as a recreational pier in the  
Mississippi  River 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

D. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution approving a proposal from Hoisington- 
Koegler to prepare a reporting tool for the Northwest Area  

Mr. Link stated that it was anticipated that once development began in the Northwest Area, an annual 
reporting summary would be prepared to evaluate the progress of development.  He explained that the 
tool would be used by staff to track development to compare actual development to financial revenue 
assumptions, to monitor Comprehensive Plan forecasts of population households and employment, and 
compare to the City and Metropolitan Council forecasts, to track the number of dwelling units, commercial 
and industrial square footage, density and Floor Area Ratios and compare to City and Metropolitan 
Council assumptions and to determine how well the ordinance is working based on its unique performance 
standards.  He stated that once the tool is created the City would own it, and staff would update 
information and prepare year end reports.  He noted that the cost to create the reporting tool would be  
$2,500 and is proposed to be funded through the Planning Services 2009 budget.   

Motion by Klein, second by Grannis, to adopt Resolution No. 09-106 approving a proposal from  
Hoisington-Koegler to prepare a reporting tool for the Northwest Area 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

E.   CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolutions Authorizing Plans and Specifications, 
Authorizing Advertisement for Bids, Approving Agreement with Mn/DOT for Construction and 
Maintenance, Approving Agreement with Dakota County for Construction Cost-Sharing and 
Maintenance and Approving Limited Use Permit with Mn/DOT for Trail in Trunk Highway 3 Right-of-
Way for City Project No. 2009-01, Trunk Highway 3 and Amana Trail/Proposed 80th Street (County  
Road 28) Intersection Improvements  
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Mr. Thureen explained that the plans and specifications have been approved by Mn/DOT and Dakota 
County and the proposed schedule calls for a bid opening on July 7, 2009 and Council consideration of 
the bids on July 13, 2009.  He stated that the required Cooperative Construction Agreement with Mn/DOT 
outlines the construction and maintenance responsibilities of Mn/DOT and the City and the Limited Use  
Permit is required for the trail that is part of the standard roundabout design.      

Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked when the trail would be constructed.   

Mr. Thureen responded that the trail goes around the perimeter of the roundabout and noted that there  
were pedestrian crossings. 

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to adopt Resolution Nos. 09-107, 09-108, 09-109 and 09-110 
Authorizing Plans and Specifications, Authorizing Advertisement for Bids, Approving Agreement 
with Mn/DOT for Construction and Maintenance, Approving Agreement with Dakota County for 
Construction Cost-Sharing and Maintenance and Approving Limited Use Permit with Mn/DOT for 
Trail in Trunk Highway 3 Right-of-Way for City Project No. 2009-01, Trunk Highway 3 and Amana  
Trail/Proposed 80th Street (County Road 28) Intersection Improvements 

Ayes: 4 
Nays: 1 (Grannis) Motion carried. 

F. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution Receiving Amended Feasibility Report for 
City Project No. 2009-11, Concord Boulevard Improvement from 65th Street East to the Corporate  
Boundary with the City of South St. Paul and Associated City Project Nos. 2009-21 and 2009-22 

Mr. Thureen stated that the feasibility report was amended to break City Project No. 2009-11 into three 
separate projects for funding purposes.  He explained that the City Project No. 2009-11 now includes the 
street and storm sewer construction at an estimated cost of $560,800 with $306,542 funded from the 
Pavement Management Fund and $254,258 funded from special assessments. He stated that City Project 
No. 2009-21 includes water main and sewer work at an estimated cost of $740,200 that will be funded 
from the Water Connection Fund and the Sewer Connection Fund, and City Project No. 2009-22 includes  
decorative street lighting at a cost of $365,400 that will be funded from the Host Community Fund.   

Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Klein, adopt Resolution No. 09-111 receiving the amended 
feasibility report for City Project No. 2009-11, Concord Boulevard Improvement from 65th Street 
East to the Corporate Boundary with the City of South St. Paul and associated City Project Nos.  
2009-21 and 2009-22 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

G.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Approval of Land Alteration Permit No. C-089-09 for  
WWKM, LLC 

Mr. Thureen stated that this permit was originally granted in 2001.  He reviewed the phasing map for the 
current permit.  He explained that staff recommended approval of Phase I and would bring back Phase II 
for approval when issues relating to the completion of City Project No. 2008-10, Ravine Ponds, and City  
Project No. 2008-08, TH 52 East Frontage Road, are resolved. 

Motion by Klein, second by Grannis, to approve Land Alteration Permit No. C-089-09 for WWKM,  
LLC 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

H. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolutions Approving Compromise Agreements and 
Settlement Stipulations for Special Assessment Appeals related to City Project No. 2003-03, Southern  
Sanitary Sewer Improvements 



INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING – May 26, 2009  PAGE 10 

Mr. Kuntz explained that there was a number of assessment appeals associated with the City’s Southern 
Sanitary Sewer Improvements.  He explained that the Council is being asked to approve compromise 
agreements and settlement stipulations for appeals associated with five parcels.  He stated that the 
cumulative total of assessment across the five parcels was $180,542 and a reduction of $9,027 is  
recommended, leaving a net assessment total of $171,515.   

Mayor Tourville confirmed that the City Attorney’s office found the recommended settlement amount to be  
in the best interest of the City and the property owners. 

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to adopt Resolution Nos. 09-112, 09-113, 09-114, 09-115 and 
09-116  approving compromise agreements and settlement stipulations for special assessment  
appeals related to City Project No. 2003-02, Southern Sanitary Sewer Improvements 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

I. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Advisory Board Applications  

Mr. Kuntz said with the aircraft noise abatement commission there are four openings with three seeking to  
be reappointed. 

Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Madden, to reappoint Rue Shibata to the Aircraft Noise  
Abatement Commission 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

Mr. Kuntz said that the convention of visitor’s bureau has two positions that need appointment.   

Motion by Grannis, second by Madden, to reappoint Don Heikkila and Jenelle Teppen as  
representatives to the Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

Mr. Kuntz stated that there were no vacancies on the Planning Commission and three commissioners are  
seeking reappointment. 

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to appoint Paul Hark, Harold Gooch and Tom Bartholomew to  
the Planning Commission 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

Mr. Kuntz stated that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission had no vacancies with three  
commissioners seeking reappointment.  

Motion by Klein, second by Grannis, to appoint Joseph Boehmer, Dennis Schueller and Todd  
Kruse to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

Mr. Kuntz stated that the Environmental Commission had no openings with two commissioners seeking  
reappointment. 

Motion by Madden, second by Klein, appoint Alice Lesney and Ted Trenzeluk to the Environmental  
Commission 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
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J. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Additional Services Agreement with Elert & Associates 

Mayor Tourville explained that the maximum would be $3,000 or $150 per hour.   

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to approve additional services agreement with Elert &  
Associates 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried.  

8. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS:   

Mayor Tourville stated that the ground breaking for the Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation Project  
would be held on the West side of City Hall at 6:00 p.m. on Monday June 1st.   

Mayor Tourville asked for the results of the composting event that was held. 

Councilmember Grannis stated that he has received complaints regarding solicitors and suggested that  
the Council may want to consider having a discussion on regulation of solicitors.  He stated that he has 
also heard from several citizens that they would like the City to reduce garbage collection to one specific  
day per  week.   

9. ADJOURN:  Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Grannis, to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned by 
a unanimous vote at 10:45 p.m. 



AGENDA ITEM _____4B_____ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 
 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2009  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 

Item Type: Consent  None 

Contact: Cathy Shea   651-450-2521 X Amount included in current budget 

Prepared by: Cathy Shea Asst. Finance Director  Budget amendment requested 

Reviewed by: N/A  FTE included in current complement 

   New FTE requested – N/A 

   Other 

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 
Approve the attached resolution approving disbursements for the period of May 21, 2009 to 
June 4, 2009. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Shown below is a listing of the disbursements for the various funds for the period ending  
June 4, 2009.  The detail of these disbursements is attached to this memo. 
 
 

General & Special Reveune $76,499.17

Debt Service & Capital Projects 200,734.36

Enterprise & Internal Service 71,669.87

Escrows 20,242.97

Grand Total for All Funds $369,146.37

 
 
 
If you have any questions about any of the disbursements on the list, please call Vickie Gray, 
Accounting Technician at 651-450-2515 or Cathy Shea, Asst. Finance Director at 651-450-
2521. 
 
Attached to this summary for your action is a resolution approving the disbursements for the 
period May 21, 2009 to June 4, 2009 and the listing of disbursements requested for approval. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE 
PERIOD ENDING JUNE 4, 2009 

 
 WHEREAS, a list of disbursements for the period ending June 4, 2009 was presented to 

the City Council for approval; 
 
               NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF INVER GROVE 
HEIGHTS:  that payment of the list of disbursements of the following funds is approved: 

 
 General & Special Revenue $       76,499.17 
 Debt Service & Capital Projects        200,734.36 
 Enterprise & Internal Service          71,669.87 
 Escrows   20,242.97 
 
 Grand Total for All Funds $   369,146.37 
 
 
 Adopted by the City Council of Inver Grove Heights this 8th day of June, 2009. 
 
Ayes: 
 
Nays:         

___________________________ 
        George Tourville, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Melissa Rheaume, Deputy City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
Consider Purchase of Event Tent 
 
 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2009  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Consent Agenda  None 
Contact: Eric Carlson – 651.450.2587  Amount included in current budget 
Prepared by: Eric Carlson  Budget amendment requested 
Reviewed by: Eric Carlson – Parks & Recreation  FTE included in current complement 
   New FTE requested – N/A 
  x Other 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
Authorize staff to spend up to $7,000 for the purchase of an new event tent.  The expenditure 
would be funded from the Capital Equipment Fund or the Insurance Fund. 
 
On May 26th the Council tabled action on this issue until the question of whether our insurance 
would cover the loss was resolved, at this point our insurance carrier has not given clear 
direction.  If the insurance company determines they will cover the loss, the amount is under our 
deductable, so from a financial transaction stand point, our own insurance fund would be 
covering the expenditure through a series of accounting transfers/steps. 
 
SUMMARY 
On Saturday, May 2nd the annual May Day 5K was held.  In preparation for the event, the City 
sets up a 30’ x50’ tent for the participants and spectators.  After the event the weather turned 
windy and the tent was damaged beyond repair.  The tent is typically used for the May Day 5K 
and IGH Days. 
 
In researching the replacements costs for a new tent an expenditure of up to $7,000 will be 
necessary.  There may be “pieces” of the existing tent that can be reused.  Our intention would 
be to reuse any pieces that can be reused and replace pieces that are beyond repair. 
 
The tent had been originally donated to the City by Inver Grove Heights Legion.  At the time of 
the donation, the City agreed to set up the tent up to five (5) times per year at the discretion of 
the Legion.  During the past several years the Legion has requested that the tent be set up for 
the May Day 5K and Inver Grove Heights Days, two events in which the Legion is involved. 
 



AGENDA ITEM 4H 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 424 – Exemption from Lawful Gambling Permit 
 

 
 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2009   Fiscal/FTE Impact: 

Item Type: Consent  x None 

Contact: 651.450.2513   Amount included in current budget 

Prepared by: Melissa Rheaume   Budget amendment requested 

Reviewed by: N/A   FTE included in current complement 

   New FTE requested – N/A 

   Other 

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED:   
 
Approve application of the IGH American Legion Auxiliary Unit 424 for Exemption from Lawful 
Gambling Permit for the operation of Bingo at the Village Square Shopping Center Parking Lot, 
6570 Cahill Avenue, on September 11, 12, & 13, 2009 for the Inver Grove Heights Days 
celebration. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The American Legion Auxiliary has submitted their annual request to set up a bingo tent in the 
Village Square Shopping Center parking lot, in front of Aldi’s Grocery Store, to conduct bingo in 
conjunction with the Inver Grove Heights Days celebration. The Code Enforcement Officer/Fire 
Marshal will visit the site and approve the location for the bingo tent prior to the event. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application from the IGH American Legion Auxiliary Unit 424 
for Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for the operation of Bingo at the Village Square 
Shopping Center, 6570 Cahill Avenue, on September 11, 12, & 13, 2009 in conjunction with the 
Inver Grove Heights Days celebration. 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS 
 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2009  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 

Item Type: Consent  None 

Contact: Jenelle Teppen, Asst. City Admin X Amount included in current budget 

Prepared by: Amy Brinkman, H.R. Coordinator  Budget amendment requested 

Reviewed by: n/a  FTE included in current complement 

   New FTE requested – N/A 

   Other 

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED Staff requests that the Council approve the personnel 
actions listed below: 
 
 
Please confirm the seasonal/temporary employment of:  Gretchen Schwanz, Tom Auge, Tony 
Gubash, Matthew Price, Madeline Bauer, Jackelyn Doyle, Kayla Flannigan, Tricia Clifford, and 
Sarah Speldrick. 
 
Please confirm the termination of employment of:  Dan Martin as Patrol Officer. 
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AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
Authorize Application of Transportation Enhancement Grant for Heritage Village Park 
 
 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2009  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular Agenda  None 
Contact: Eric Carlson – 651.450.2587  Amount included in current budget 
Prepared by: Eric Carlson  Budget amendment requested 
Reviewed by: Eric Carlson – Parks & Recreation  FTE included in current complement 
   New FTE requested – N/A 
  x Other 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
Authorize the submittal of a Transportation Enhancement grant for Heritage Village Park.  The 
grant application deadline is June 15, 2009. 
 
SUMMARY 
The City of Inver Grove Heights has been working towards the development of Heritage Village 
Park over the last several years.  In September 2004, the City adopted a master plan for the 
park that outlines the general concepts regarding the development and program activity planned 
for the park. 
 
Dakota County has been working towards the development of the Mississippi River Regional 
Trail over the last several years.  In September 1999, the County adopted a master plan for the 
trail that outlines the general concepts regarding the development of the trail and the planned 
facilities that would be associated with the trail. 
 
Recently, the City has made great strides in the soil remediation process at HVP and we expect 
the park to be completely graded by the end of this construction season.  Additionally, the 
Mississippi River Regional Trail will be constructed through the park this construction season.  
With these two accomplishments, we expect people to start using the park area. 
 
Both the City and County master plans include facilities that are similar and it make sense in 
these tough economic times to consider forming partnership when practical.  To that end, the 
Council is asked to approve the submittal of a Transportation Enhancement Grant in the amount 
of $1,200,000 ($1,000,000 grant and $200,000 match provided by Dakota County).  Dakota 
County is preparing the grant on behalf of the City and the City would actually submit the grant.  
The scope of the grant includes the following: 



 
 Preliminary 

Budget
Comment 

Signage $30,000 Park ID, way finding, etc 
Roadway & Parking  $450,000 Entrance roadway and parking, curb, gutter, storm 

water treatment 
Lighting $70,000 Parking Lot Lighting and related electrical 
Shelter/Building $500,000 Restrooms, indoor gathering space, vending 

alcove, shelter overhang 
Utilities $60,000 Water & Sewer connection 
Landscaping $30,000 Turf, plant material, etc. 
Trails $50,000 Connecting trails to the Mississippi River Regional 

Trail 
Site Amenities $10,000 Tables, garbage cans, bike racks, etc 
Estimated Budget $1,200,000  
 
If successful, the City would be responsible to implement the process and facilitate the 
construction.  This would include any engineering and consulting work estimated at 
approximately $200,000.  If the grant is awarded the City and County would enter into a Joint 
Powers Agreement (JPA) that would address the ownership, maintenance, and operations of 
the improvements. 
 
The application will focus on the partnership between Dakota County and the City of Inver 
Grove Heights and build on the connection to the Mississippi River, Mississippi River Regional 
Trail, Heritage Village Park, the Rock Island Swing Bridge, and the Great River Road (Concord 
Blvd). 
 
Because of the timing of the grant the PRAC was unable to formally review the application.  The 
application is however tied very closely to the Heritage Village Park Master Plan and the PRAC 
is being updated about the application on June 10th at their meeting. 



AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
Determine Selection Process for Operational Audit of Inver Wood Golf Course 
 
 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2009  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular Agenda  None 
Contact: Eric Carlson – 651.450.2587  Amount included in current budget 
Prepared by: Eric Carlson  Budget amendment requested 
Reviewed by: Eric Carlson – Parks & Recreation  FTE included in current complement 
   New FTE requested – N/A 
  x Other 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
The Council is asked to approve Mayor Tourville, Councilmember Grannis, City Administrator 
Lynch, and Park and Recreation Director Carlson as the Audit Screening Committee that will 
screen and interview 2-4 firms that would provide operational audit services of the Inver Wood 
Golf Course. 
 
Further, the Council is asked to direct staff to establish the Operation Audit Committee (OAE) as 
defined below. 
 
SUMMARY 
The City Council authorized the advertisements of Request for Proposals (RFP’s) for an 
Operational Audit of the Inver Wood Golf Course on May 11, 2009.  The proposals are due on 
Friday, June 19, 2009 at 4:30pm. 
 
The RFP has been advertised on the City’s website, the League of Minnesota Cities website, 
and approximately a dozen firms have been directly mailed or emailed a notice. 
 
Audit Screening Committee 
The first step in the process will be to review the proposals and select 2-4 firms for interviews.  
Staff is recommending that Mayor Tourville, Councilmember Grannis, City Administrator Lynch, 
and Park & Recreation Director Carlson serve on the screening committee. 
 
Operational Audit Committee (OAE) 
The second step in the process will be to create an Operations Audit Committee (OAE).  In 
talking with a few of the firms that have shown interest in the RFP, they are recommending that 
the OAE be kept to a manageable number of individuals that represent the community.  The 
experience of the firms seems to be that if the group gets too large to process slows down, it 
becomes difficult to reach consensus, and meetings become hard to manage\schedule.  The 
recommended number seems to be in the range of 5-7 participants.  Given this feedback from 
potential firms staff would recommend the following audit committee makeup: 
 
Councilmember’s 2 
Park & Recreation Advisory Commission 1 
Inver Wood Golfer 1 
Resident of the City of Inver Grove Heights (non-golfer) 1 
City Administrator 1 
Park & Recreation Director 1 
Total 7 
 



 
It is recommended to have the Park and Recreation Commission select one member to serve 
on the Operations Audit Committee (OAE) and direct staff to solicit interest from patron card 
holders to serve as the Inver Wood Golfer representative, and advertise for one resident non-
golfer to service on the OAE on the City website and in the Southwest Review.  The OAE would 
be brought the Council for formal approval on July 13, 2009. 
 
The tentative schedule for the Operational Audit is as follows: 
 
RFP Response Submission Deadline  June 19, 2009 
Review of response Screening Committee June 19 – June 26, 

2009 
Notification of Selected Firms Screening Committee June 29, 2009 
Interviews Screening Committee July 9, 2009 
Council Approval and Contract Award City Council July 13, 2009 
Kick-off Meeting Operations Audit Committee July 20 – 24, 2009 
Update Meeting 1 Operations Audit Committee September 2009 
Update Meeting 2 Operations Audit Committee October 2009 
Update Meeting 3 Operations Audit Committee November 2009 
Report Completed City Council December 1, 2009 
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AGENDA ITEM _____7K_______ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
 
RECONSIDER APPOINTMENT TO PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2009  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular x None 
Contact: JTeppen, Asst City Admin  Amount included in current budget 
Prepared by:   Budget amendment requested 
Reviewed by:   FTE included in current complement 
   New FTE requested – N/A 
   Other 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED Reconsider appointment to Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission. 
 
SUMMARY Following the appointments to the City’s advisory commissions at the last regular 
City Council meeting, Councilmember Klein raised the question of the residency of Todd Kruse 
who the Council appointed to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission. 
 
Mr. Kruse is currently not a resident of Inver Grove Heights but is set to close on his new home 
in the Summit Pines area on June 30th.  The closing was delayed a month due to a construction 
problem. 
 
The Council should discuss whether or not they wish to reconsider this appointment.  If they do, 
the information on the Parks and Recreation appointments is below, applications are attached, 
and staff will have ballots available Monday evening. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
The Parks and Recreation Commission is a nine member commission with no vacancies.  
Commissioners Boehmer, Schueller, and Silvi wish to be reappointed. 
 
The following people have made application to be considered for appointment: 
 
Only Choice:  First Choice:  Second Choice:  
John Skoog  Jeff Rud  Christopher Rogers 
Todd Kruse     Joseph Huisman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The following form was submitted via your website: Commissioner's Application 
 
1st Choice: Parks and Recreation 
2nd Choice:  
3rd Choice:  
4th Choice:  
Name: John C Skoog 
Date: 04/30/2009 
Address: 7956 Bowman Ave 
Zip Code: 55076 
Home Phone: 6124929323 
Work Phone: 6124929323 
Email Address: jskoog@finsvcs.com 
Years/Months: 25 years 
 
Employment, occupation, or other experience: Retirement by Design; Insurance securities Sales 
 
Please provide a short paragraph summarizing why you are seeking an appointment to an Advisory 
Commission.: 20 years ago, I joined a group of others who looked at IGH as a great place to live, but 
needing recreational facilities for it's youth and adults. We got alot done. I look around today, and see a 
great opportunity to do more. I have always tried to see things as I feel they could be, and still have 
many dreams for this community. 
 
Briefly describe your background and any other information not previously given which you believe 
should be considered regarding the appointment you are seeking.: Having served under an 
administration under fire, it would be fun to serve a Council and work with Staff, together to get things 
done. I have an appreciation for this council, and for what they go through to get elected. Parks and Rec 
is a very visible part of any community, and there is alot that still needs to be done. I would like to re‐
join that effort. 

   



The following form was submitted via your website: Commissioner's Application 
 
1st Choice: Parks & Recreation Commission 
2nd Choice: Environmental Commission 
3rd Choice:  
4th Choice:  
 
Name: Jeff Rud 
Date: 5‐1‐09 
Address: 8537 Bechtel Ct. 
Zip Code: 55076 
Home Phone: 6515528357 
Work Phone: 6513088392 
Email Address: jeffrey.rud@gmail.com 
Years/Months: 13/7 
 
Employment, occupation, or other experience: I have been employed in a number of different positions 
and am currently doing some independent consulting in the energy and tax deduction/credit area. My 
experience is in a number of fields and functional areas over the past 20 years, including engineering, 
project management, product development, operations, marketing, program management and general 
management to name a few. I've worked for companies such as Koch Industries, Trane/American 
Standard, and ESG/Honeywell. I have both an engineering degree and an MBA, where I graduated near 
the top of my class.  
 
I served on the Aircraft Noise Abatement Commission several years ago serving out an open term (Tom 
Ebert knows me) and I have been active as a coach with a number of the Park and Rec programs/teams.  
 
I have been involved with and volunteered in many other organizations (I can provide a resume if 
desired) and feel I can draw on those experiences in serving on an Inver Grove Heights commission. 
Please provide a short paragraph summarizing why you are seeking an appointment to an Advisory 
Commission.: Throughout my life I've tried to be active in my community and volunteer. I feel it's 
important to give back and serve the communities that you live in. I also think that it's important for 
citizens to become involved in their communities to help shape the future direction. I have very much 
enjoyed being involved in the various capacities I've volunteered thus far (schools, Park and Rec 
teams/programs, neighborhood, church, etc.) and would like to volunteer in one of these new capacities 
as a commissioner for IGH. 
 
Briefly describe your background and any other information not previously given which you believe 
should be considered regarding the appointment you are seeking.: Besides the information mentioned 
above and the volunteer activities I've done thus far, I have had training in a number of areas (such as 
Process Mapping Techniques and Applied System Thinking, Dale Carnegie Human Relations, Six Sigma 
training and Green Belt certification, as well as others) that could be helpful working on a commission. 



The following form was submitted via your website: Commissioner's Application 
 
1st Choice: Planning  
2nd Choice: Parks and Rec. 
3rd Choice: Enviromental 
4th Choice:  
Name: Christopher A. Rogers 
Date: 11/21/08 
Address: 4970 Ashley Lane #110 
Zip Code: 55077 
Home Phone: 651‐592‐2602 
Work Phone: 651‐266‐1402 
Email Address: christopher.rogers@co.ramsey.mn.us 
Years/Months: 3 
 
Employment, occupation, or other experience: Correctional Officer II with Ramsey County. Former 
firefighter with North St. Paul, currently applied with IGH Fire. Former North St. Paul reserve sergeant. 
Hockey referee for youth and high school hockey. Volunteer for MS Society and Special Olympics. 
Nationally registered EMT. 
 
Please provide a short paragraph summarizing why you are seeking an appointment to an Advisory 
Commission.: I am currently looking for a long term opportunity to become involved with the city. I feel 
by joining an advisory commission this would allow me to become an active citizen within the 
community. I feel this is an excellent way to be proactive and help to continue to make IGH an excellent 
city. 
 
Briefly describe your background and any other information not previously given which you believe 
should be considered regarding the appointment you are seeking.: I have an associates degree in law 
enforcement from Inver Hills Community College. Member of Phi Theta Kappa (National honor society 
for two year colleges) 

   





The following form was submitted via your website: Commissioner's Application 
 
1st Choice: Parks and Recreation Commission 
2nd Choice: Port Authority 
3rd Choice:  
4th Choice:  
Name: Todd A. Kruse 
Date: 05/05/2009 
Address: 8717 Crismon Way 
Zip Code: 55076 
Home Phone: 6124235621 
Work Phone: 6124235621 
Email Address: toddakruse@gmail.com 
Years/Months: new resident 
 
Employment, occupation, or other experience: Founder (in 2004) of a public affairs consulting firm, 
Thought Leadership Management, LLC. I am also an Associate at executive search firm, Franchot and 
Associates.  
 
I have 20 years of experience in government relations/public affairs consulting at all levels of 
government. Additionally I have worked in numerous states, Washington DC, and Europe so I am 
confident I would bring a worldview to city government that would serve our fellow citizens well given 
my experience working within various cultures. 
 
Please provide a short paragraph summarizing why you are seeking an appointment to an Advisory 
Commission.: My family has built a new home in the Summit Pines neighborhood and our daughter will 
begin Kindergarten at Pine Bend Elementary this year so we are making an effort to become very active 
in our new community. Junior Achievement asked me to be a founder of their program in the Pine Bend 
school which will begin in July 2009. 
 
Briefly describe your background and any other information not previously given which you believe 
should be considered regarding the appointment you are seeking.: Given my lifelong interest in the 
outdoors and sports I am applying for the Parks and Recreation Commission. However, I would 
encourage the city government to create a Port Authority given IGH's border with the Mississippi River. I 
would welcome the opportunity to help create this new entity. 

 

 

 

 



BIOGRAPHY OF TODD A. KRUSE  
 

Todd A. Kruse 
14529 Florissant Path 

Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124 
+1 612.423.5621 

toddakruse@gmail.com 

 

Professional Experience:  
 
Todd Kruse is President of Thought Leadership Management, LLC (TLM) based in 
Minnesota. Founded in 2004 TLM is a public affairs and strategic management consulting firm 
which specializes in developing and managing third party allies (e.g. think tanks, academics, 
and tax associations) via a range of earned media activities to advance clients’ public policy 
and marketing agendas. TLM also provides corporate intelligence research and executive 
recruitment services. The firm has completed corporate client projects in the USA, Europe, 
and Canada. 
 
Since September 2006 to July 2008 Mr. Kruse served as the Director of Regional Field Teams 
(RFT) for the American Legislative Exchange Council, ALEC, (www.alec.org), based in 
Washington DC.   The RFT was an ALEC program focused on creating a team of regional 
operatives who live and work in a specific region of the USA to focus on – membership 
recruitment, earned media, and partnering with local allies to advance limited government-
focused legislative solutions at the state legislative level.    
 
From 1998 to 2004 he was a Vice President at DCI Group, LLC with responsibility for earned 
media, coalition development, client management, account development, research, public 
speaking duties, and related public affairs activities for primarily Fortune 500 corporate and 
trade association clients. After serving as a volunteer for the Conservative Party (United 
Kingdom) in the 2001 elections Mr. Kruse returned to London in 2002 to establish DCI Group’s 
European presence as DCI Group’s European Director.  At his own direction and with no 
support staff he created an extensive contact network across the European continent focused 
on delivering public relations services for corporate clients.  In 2004 his client work extended 
geographically when he was named Director of International Recruitment for the online opinion 
journal, TCS Daily, http://www.tcsdaily.com  



 
Prior to joining DCI Group Mr. Kruse served as Government and Industry Relations Manager, 
Midwest Region at Frontier Communications (based in their Burnsville, Minnesota office. 
Frontier is now a subsidiary of Citizens Communications) from 1991 to 1998.   Mr. Kruse spent 
the summer of 1996 on the staff of the Republican National Convention (San Diego) on a 
leave of absence from Frontier Communications. During his tenure at Frontier he was 
responsible for legislative lobbying (federal, state, and city levels), city franchise renewal, 
industry relations, economic development, employee training, and general regulatory 
compliance for this full-service telecommunications company. 
 
From 1989 to 1991 Mr. Kruse held the position of Field Representative for Congressman Tom 
Tauke’s (R-IA) US Senate campaign in Iowa.  In this capacity he was responsible for volunteer 
recruitment, training, and mobilization for a thirty- (30) county region of Iowa.  In 1989 and 1986 
Mr. Kruse held positions with US Senator Charles Grassley (R-IA) as a patronage appointee in 
the US Senate Post Office and as legislative intern to the senator’s chief of staff.  
 

Education, Honors, and Activities: 
 
Mr. Kruse earned a Masters of International Management degree from the University of St. 
Thomas (Minnesota), a Bachelors of Science degree in Economics from Iowa State 
University, and a Bachelors of Arts degree in Political Science from Iowa State University 
(ISU). While at ISU he served in the Government of the Study Body as President of the 
Senate/Vice President, as a member of the Iowa State Daily editorial board, and as Theta 
Delta Chi fraternity chapter president. He was also named to Cardinal Key (ISU’s highest 
honorary), Omicron Delta Epsilon, and Pi Sigma Alpha honorary societies.  In 2001 Mr. Kruse 
became a part-time PhD in Public Policy student at George Mason University.  Selected in 
1994 as an “Up and Comer” in Iowa business by the Des Moines Register newspaper.  
Graduate of “Leadership Minnesota”, “Leadership Iowa” and “Leadership St. Paul” programs.   
Mr. Kruse has also been a student at the University of London, Forester Institute of Costa 
Rica, and Oxford University/St. Peter’s College/George Mason University International 
Trade Program.   
 
Mr. Kruse was a member of the 2008-2009 Policy Fellows class at the Humphrey Institute of 
Public Affairs (University of Minnesota), is a certified PADI scuba Dive master, is certified by 
the Minnesota Department of Education as a substitute teacher, has performed election 
training for the International Republican Institute in Bosnia, is a Life Member of the National 
Eagle Scout Association, is a Vigil Member of the Order of the Arrow, and serves as a 
member of the board of advisors for the American Property Coalition.  In 2006 Mr. Kruse was 



awarded with the “Best Friend Prize” from the Globalization Institute of Poland 
(www.globalizacja.org).  Mr. Kruse is a member of American MENSA.  
 



Commissioner Name 6/11 7/9 8/13 9/10 10/8 11/12 1/14 2/11 3/11 4/8 TOTAL

Marti Silvi X X X X X X A X X X 9

Joseph Boehmer X X A A X A X A X X 6

Albert Eiden X A X X X X X X X X 8

Wilfred Krech X X X X X X A A X X 8

Dennis Schueller X X X X X A X X X X 9

Tammy Johnson X X X X X A X X X X 9

Keith Joyce X A X X A A X X X X 7

Stanley Johnson X X X A X X X X X X 9

James Huffman X X A X X X X X X X 9

X = Attended meeting

A = Absent 
NA = Not applicable
E = Excused Absence

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION ATTENDANCE - JUNE 1, 2008 THRU APRIL 15, 2009
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