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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Al Eiden called the May 13, 2009 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.   
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden, Vice Chair Dennis Schueller, Commissioners:  Joe Boehmer, Keith Joyce, Stan 
Johnson, Jim Huffman, and Marty Silvi 
Absent:  Commissioner’s: Tammy Johnson and Willie Krech 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson, Recreation Superintendent Tracy Petersen, Aquatics Coordinator 
Tammy Abrahamson, and Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3.  PRESENTATIONS: 
  
A.  Preview Aquatic Programs 
 
Recreation Superintendent Tracy Petersen stated that a few months back she mentioned she would be bringing 
in staff to the meetings to get the face with the name and to update everyone on what’s going on in Recreation.  
Tonight Tammy Abrahamson, the Aquatics Coordinator, is here to update the Commission.  She is a key 
member of the Staff and has a big undertaking. 
 
Aquatics: 
Aquatics Coordinator Tammy Abrahamson said she is here to give a quick overview of her responsibilities.  The 
Aquatics program sees about 1200 participants a year through swimming lessons that are given year round.  
They are the facility for the home swim teams for Simley High School.  They have 18 home swim meets here, 
nine each for the boys and girls teams.  They also practice here for a total of about 250 to 300 hours between the 
hours of 3:00 -6:15 p.m. throughout the swim season.  They do purchase additional time if it is wanted or 
needed.   
There are several special events that also take place at the pool such as the Dive-In where you come and watch a 
movie while using the pool.  There is poolside Bingo, and our 1st Annual School’s Out Party.  Last year was our 
first year on that event.   
The School District also uses the space for special events such as: 
 Family Nights held at the pool by the various elementary schools. 
 5th & 6th Grade Swim Meet.  This year they had a record-breaking 100 participants. 
Group reservations are also accepted where users can come in and use the facility.  We have had the Girl and 
Boy Scouts here, as well as a number of afterschool programs and summertime camps.  About 35 different 
groups come in every year. 
Annual attendance at the pool is about 2300 participants. 
They also work with outside renters.  There are two scuba shops using the pool.  They are currently in touch 
with one of the scuba shops about the possibility of having lessons take place here as well. 
There is also a local swim club, which is a growing program, using the pool. 
They also have a variety of surrounding schools as well as the Community College using the facility. 
Concessions:  
There are three concession stands.  Two are located in the Community Center, one by the pool and the other on 
the ice arena side.  The third is out at Rich Valley.  Rich Valley is seasonal, running from May through August.  
The VMCC runs from about mid-September through the first part of May.  Piranha Harry’s, which is by the 
pool, is open year round on the weekends. 
Coordinator Abrahamson said she has taken on a new task, birthday parties.  The most popular one is the pool 
party.  There also offer ice skating, sports, and gymnastics parties as well. 
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Commissioner S. Johnson thanked her for working with the Boy Scouts.  He stated they are very helpful to 
them. 
 
Chair Eiden asked if there were any life saving classes? 
 
Coordinator Abrahamson said they do offer them three times a year, during winter break, spring break, and 
during the summer.  They also recruit staff out of some of those classes.  Their first class was held over spring 
break.  They are working with the Red Cross to do a Water Safety Instructor Course.  That is the course you take 
to become a swimming instructor.  They are starting to work more with the Red Cross to help out with other 
classes.   
 
Chair Eiden asked if the diving well gets much use?  How does the water park do? 
 
Coordinator Abrahamson responded the diving well gets a lot of use.  The water park and the diving well are 
their biggest attractions.  Other Community Centers have a water park, but no diving well.  Older age groups 
tend to like the diving well for more of a challenge. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if the high school still has a synchronized swim team that uses the pool? 
 
Coordinator Abrahamson responded they do not.  
 
Vice Chair Schueller liked the idea of the Schools Out Program.  He hopes they continue that.  The last day of 
school is a very dangerous time for kids. 
 
Chair Eiden thanked Coordinator Abrahamson for her work and told her to keep up the good work. 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.ci.inver-grove-heights.mn.us 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 2009.  
Work Session 6:45 p.m.; Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approval of Agenda 
 
B.  Approval of Minutes from April 8, 2009 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Boehmer to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. 
 
Commissioner Silvi wanted to make one correction on Page 2.  Located in the fourth paragraph down where he 
states “he doesn’t understand the problems they are having at the course.”  He would like to make sure the 
paragraph mentions that it was Commissioner Silvi that didn’t understand the problems they are having at the 
course, not Golf Course Manager Al McMurchie. 
 
Ayes:  7 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
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7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Review Dakota County 2010 – 2014 CIP 
 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson stated they do not have all pages of the plan, what they have is the 
most important pages of what they are proposing over the next five years.  Dakota County is asking all 
Communities to review their 5-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  We appreciate the fact that they have 
asked for our input.  A letter has been drafted recommending the County consider including the following items 
in their CIP: 
 
 *Funding for Regional Trail in NW Area per our Master Plan. 
 *Funding for Regional Trail Head Facilities as part of the Heritage Village Park construction 
 *Rehabilitation of Bridge 5600 (JAR Bridge) 
 
At this time he is looking for comments or suggestions on the above stated.  Those comments will be 
incorporated into the draft letter that is located in your packets.  The Mississippi River Regional Trail is 
currently being worked on, so that has the potential of coming off the list.  It is a project that is going to be 
completed. 
 
Commissioner S. Johnson liked the letter. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Huffman to adopt the letter as presented. 
 
Ayes:  7 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 
 
B.  Review Plans for Trail Connection along Babcock Trail between Baldwin and 75th Street 
 
Director Carlson stated the next item is to discuss the layout of a proposed trail going along the east side of 
Babcock Trail between 70th and 75th Street.  Last year the Utilities Department began to construct Well #9.  As 
part of this project, Utilities has purchased property from the property owner to develop this well.  This year 
Utilities will be making site improvements that include a driveway and structures for the well itself.  As a part of 
that, Park and Recreation Staff suggests it would be a good time to build this trail connection due to the other 
construction going on at this site.  A public meeting was held regarding this and two property owners showed up 
stating they were comfortable with the trail, but concerned about a row of Evergreens along the back property 
line.  Director Carlson stated he has verified with the Engineering Staff that those trees will be safe if a trail is 
constructed.  There are some Box Elder trees in the ditch that would have to be removed.  The second resident 
has a storage shed that needs to be moved back onto his own property.  No other comments were heard at that 
time.  Yesterday he received a phone call from a resident who is here this evening.  The resident is concerned 
with the trail and its location.  He wanted us to swing the trail closer to the roadway further from his home.  
Director Carlson spoke with Engineering, and was told that due to drainage issues the trail needs to stay in its 
location.  Director Carlson stated the only improvements that they need to discuss is the trail itself.  Other 
improvements are the responsibility of the Utilities Department.  Council has not approved this for bid yet.  We 
need to approve the alignment and recommend it to the City Council for possible approval to bid it out.  Most of 
the property that the trail is constructed on is owned by the City, some is located in the City right of way. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated this trail would connect two trails and has been part of our old trail plan for quite 
some time.  He asked how much control they have over the grading of the area? 
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Director Carlson said they are working with the Utilities Staff on this.  After talking on the phone with the 
resident, he did ask if there were any adjustments they can make and was told they were unable to make any 
adjustments. 
 
Commissioner Huffman asked how much traffic would this trail connection get? 
 
Director Carlson said it’s hard to predict how much traffic it would get at this time, but we are providing a 
connection.  It would carry both walking and biking 
 
Mark Yarrington, 7339 Baldwin likes the idea of the path and wished it was there when his kids were younger.  
He just doesn’t like part of the location.  The entrance of the development would get destroyed if this goes in. 
There are flowers and a nice burm there.  He stated he gets a lot of activity in his area.  During the well 
construction his house shook the entire summer. He doesn’t see the difference in moving it closer to Babcock.  
A part of the trail is close to Babcock by Baldwin, he didn’t see why that can’t be the case here.  There is also a 
sign that is very bright in the area and can be seen from his home.  He asked why that couldn’t go closer to the 
sign.  Eventually that sign will be replaced by a bigger sign and lit 24 hours a day.  He doesn’t wish to see that, 
especially in winter, when there is no tree cover.  They will be taking out trees that help shield him from that.  
Kids think their yard is a gateway and go through there rather than go down to Baldwin.  Putting this trail closer 
to his home just encourages more of that activity.  The water tower is also a hangout.  He would like a little 
more privacy.  He understands some trees are going to be planted, but doesn’t know where.  If they can put 
some trees closer to his property, or on, to help shield him from the sign, he felt that would be great. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated that any tree removal is out of this Commission’s control.  It is the water 
departments. 
 
Commissioner Silvi wouldn’t want the trail closer to Babcock.  They would blow snow on it in the winter.  He 
thought the well was closer to the home versus the trail. 
 
Mr. Yarrington agreed that the well is closer to his home, but that doesn’t get traffic.  The trail would. 
 
Chair Eiden stated there are a number of concerns here that they as a Commission cannot help with.  Their main 
focus is on the trail.  They have to defer to Engineering for some things, as they can’t dictate topography.  
Engineering knows where the trail should be placed.  
 
Mr. Yarrington stated that other sections of this trail are much closer to Babcock than his request would be. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked about the location of the sign.  Do we own that property? 
 
Mr. Yarrington responded the land was sold, but the sign owner was told they could keep the sign in its location. 
Now they are going to be putting in a bigger one.  Right where you are putting the trail, there are trees that you 
say won’t get touched.  Those trees shield the residents from that sign. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated that another issue here would be the transmission pipe.  You can’t put a trail over a 
pipe.  There are restrictions to grading to try to get that storm water treatment pond in there.   
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked Director Carlson if the trees on the corner might be replaced?  Is this gentleman 
losing trees on his property? 
 
Director Carlson said four or five Birch trees will be taken out as well as a possible ten Evergreens.  They are 
doing everything they can to protect them.  There is an entrance with shrubs and a monument that does need to 
be removed.  The residents at the meeting were aware of that but want to try to save some of the things that were 
there. 
 
Mr. Yarrington stated this trail is going right through a line of trees that help block the sign. 
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Director Carlson was unsure of the trees that needed to be removed for the trail.  He will ask Engineering.  He is 
unsure if it is the trail that is causing the trees to be removed or other work.  The County doesn’t want the trail to 
be any closer than 11 feet of Babcock.   
 
Mr. Yarrington said he is not opposed to this path at all.  He is trying to keep some distance from himself and 
others.  If it stays here, what can they do to shield him from this a little bit? 
 
Director Carlson agreed with the need to be respectful of the private property as much as possible.  He thinks 
this is a doable situation. 
 
Chair Eiden stated that would probably be the Commissions priority as well.  They would like to save as much 
as they can.  While they are trying to decide on whether they want a trail there or not, it can be worded to say 
that they need to be respectful of what is in the path of this trail.  There are other items this Commission does 
not have control over. 
 
Commissioner Joyce understands his situation.  He was unsure what they could do because there are others are 
involved.  He suggested Mr. Yarrington go to the City Council with his concerns.  He suggested we revisit this 
in one year and see how the trees are.  
 
Chair Eiden asked if they were amenable to move to put the trail connection in with the proviso that we be as 
respectful as possible to plant life and the concerns of privacy. 
 
Director Carlson said they should also consider that we can do some re-landscaping on the property the City 
owns along the hillside that might provide some screening. 
 
Mr. Yarrington agreed to that. 
 
Commissioner Huffman recommends they send it along to Council.  After everything is done they should re-
visit this. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Huffman to go forward with the connection 
of the trail with the proviso that we look at reforestation for screening once the project is completed. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer said there is already a burm there. It wouldn’t take too much to put trees on top of that. 
 
Mr. Yarrington agreed this was acceptable. 
 
Ayes:  7 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Yarrington stated on another note, he has had a membership to the Grove since before it opened.  He will 
always have a membership there as far as he is concerned.  They do a really good job.   It’s a nice amenity to 
have in this City. 
 
C.  Consider Acquisition of Land Adjacent to Heritage Village Park 
 
Director Carlson said they need to consider the concept of the acquisition of property adjacent to Heritage 
Village Park.  The property lies on the west side of the pond on the end of Doffing Avenue and is currently 
owned by Castaway Marina Inc.  There is land that is locked between the park and the pond that is owned by the 
Marina. In exchange for acquiring the property, we would construct a fence along the back property line that is 
roughly 300 feet long. The purpose of the fence would protect the park from people driving across it.  There 
have been reports of ATV activity along there because it is somewhat of a hidden area. 
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Commissioner Joyce stated this pond loops around more to the west and ends up on Heritage Village Park.  We 
would construct from the corner to the pond to their parking lot.    
 
Director Carlson said we would connect to another fence. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated he has seen four wheelers and bikes on the property. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer asked if the Marina wants the fence or the City? 
 
Director Carlson responded it’s both.  The Marina would like to see the fence for the reason of trespassing, as 
well as we do, but also for the exchange of land. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer stated if you fence in that area, why not the rest? 
 
Director Carlson said this area is less visible than other areas of the park. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi, seconded by Commissioner Joyce to the acquisition of the park as 
outlined in the summary given by the Staff.   
 
Ayes:  7 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson updated the Commission on the following Department Happenings: 

-Golf Course Audit: On Monday evening the City Council reviewed the proposed audit of the Golf 
Course.  They ended up having that item placed on their regular agenda.  They approved sending the 
RFP out.  The response closing on the RFP is June 19th.  Sometime in June we will be reviewing 
proposals for that audit. 
-Rock Island Swing Bridge.  Dakota and Washington Counties have been responsible for the demolition 
of the bridge.  The County has been seeking interested parties to become owners of the bridge.  The 
only party interested in owning it would be the City itself.  City Council has attached some conditions to 
ownership.  That would include the City gaining access and ownership of the property without having 
any type of judgments or liabilities against the City as well as any issues related to past ownership of the 
bridge and/or the land associated with the bridge.  The City would be able to acquire all necessary 
funding necessary to restore or use it as a recreational pier.  The greatest majority of funding would 
have to come from outside the cities fund; however, we can spend some City dollars.  The City and the 
County would have to enter into a joint powers agreement.  The last condition was the City would have 
to acquire all the permits necessary to reuse the bridge as a recreational pier. 
We did submit an application for a 1.3 million dollar grant.  We are being told that we are likely the 
recipient of those grant dollars.  It doesn’t become official until June 10th.    
On May 26th the Council should approve a contract with an Engineering firm to develop the plans and 
specifications for what we are proposing.  The value of that contract should be between $100,000 to 
$200,000.  Once hired the contractors will have ten days to help the City determine whether redoing 
spans 3 and 4, or to start over those spans, are a cost effective way to proceed with the project.  By July 
13th that firm will have to have complete plans and permits applied for so they can meet a November 
13th deadline to submit all the necessary permits, etc. for project costs.  It’s a short window of time to 
finish all this.  We will be working hard to meet those deadlines. 
 

10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Joyce had no comment. 
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Vice Chair Schueller stated as an Assistant Coach at Simley High School for the boys and girls golf team, he 
would like to thank Al McMurchie and Leon Ottness at the golf course.  They have been very cooperative with 
working with the high school kids.  They are always concerned with the safety of the kids that play golf there.  
They have done a very good job.  They have expanded opportunities for some of our Middle School kids to play 
on the course as well.  They have done all they can to help us and it is greatly appreciated by the Simley Golf 
Staff. 
 
Commissioner S. Johnson had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer wished everyone a safe and warm summer. 
 
Commissioner Huffman had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Silvi had no comment. 
 
Chair Eiden asked that everyone watch the website for any events that will be going on this summer. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Silvi to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m. 


