
 
 
 

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

 
Tuesday, September 1, 2009 – 7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers - 8150 Barbara Avenue 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
2. APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES FOR August 18, 2009 
   
 
3. APPLICANT REQUESTS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
3.01 JAMES BROWN – CASE NO. 09-25WAV  

Table until September 15 the following requests for property located at 1186 
90th Street: 

  
A.) A Waiver of Plat to create two parcels from the existing one tax parcel. 

 
Planning Commission Action _______________________________________ 

.) A Variance
 
B  to allow the lots to be less than the required 2.5 acre minimum. 

lanning Commission Action _______________________________________ 

.) A Variance

 
P
 
C  to allow an accessory structure on a lot without a principle 

 
lanning Commission Action _______________________________________ 

 
3.02 SHINTRE – CASE NO. 09-24V

structure. 

P
 

 
Consider a Variance for a home occupation to have an entrance that leads 

Planning Commission Action _______________________________________ 

3.03 ITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS

outside of the home for property located at 6269 Bolland Trail. 
 

 
 
C  

eit property for park purposes adjacent to 

lanning Commission Action _______________________________________ 
 

. OTHER BUSINESS 

. ADJOURN   

Review potential purchase of tax forf
the Rock Island Swing Bridge for consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
P

 
4
 
5



 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES - CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 

 
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.  
City Hall Chambers - 8150 Barbara Avenue 

 
Chair Bartholomew called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: Tom Bartholomew 

Paul Hark 
Christine Koch 
Damon Roth 
Pat Simon 
Tony Scales 
Mike Schaeffer 
 

Commissioners Absent: Harold Gooch (excused) 
    Dennis Wippermann (excused) 
 
Others Present:  Tom Link, Director of Community Development 

Assistant Planner, Jennifer Emmerich 
       

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes from the July 18, 2009 meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
 
LUND - CASE NO. 09-22C 
 
Reading of Notice 
Commissioner Simon read the public hearing notice to consider the request for a conditional use 
permit to construct a three-season porch that would increase the impervious coverage to 29% for 
the property located at 6135 Boyer Path.  40 notices were mailed. 
 
Presentation of Request 
Jennifer Emmerich, Assistant Planner, explained the request as detailed in the report.  She 
advised that the applicant would like to construct a 12’ x 14’ porch onto the rear of his existing 
home which is located in the R-1C, Single Family Residential Zoning District.  Ms. Emmerich 
advised that staff feels the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan, would not have an 
adverse impact on City facilities, is compatible with the surrounding uses, and would not negatively 
impact public health, safety, or welfare.  Staff recommends approval of the request with the 
conditions listed in the report.  Ms. Emmerich advised that staff received two letters in support of 
the request and no letters of opposition. 
 
Opening of Public Hearing 
The applicant, Charles Lund, 6135 Boyer Path, advised he was available to answer any questions. 
 
Chair Bartholomew asked if the applicant was in agreement with the conditions listed in the report, 
to which Mr. Lund replied in the affirmative. 
 
Planning Commission Discussion 
Commissioner Hark asked who would be responsible for soil testing to determine whether the 
stormwater maintenance facility would function within the assumed design parameters, to which 
Ms. Emmerich replied the City’s engineering staff.   
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Commissioner Hark asked if language regarding the aforementioned testing should be listed in the 
conditions of approval, to which Commissioner Simon advised that Condition 9 assured that the 
system was correctly designed. 
 
Commissioner Hark asked if staff was comfortable that the stormwater facility construction was 
covered by Condition 9, to which Ms. Emmerich replied in the affirmative. 
 
Planning Commission Recommendation 
Motion by Commissioner Simon, second by Commissioner Koch, to approve the request for a 
conditional use permit to construct a three-season porch that would increase the impervious 
coverage on the lot to 29%, for the property located at 6135 Boyer Path, with the conditions listed 
in the report.   
 
Motion carried (7/0).  This item goes to the City Council on September 14, 2009. 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS – CASE NO. 09-23ZA 
 
Reading of Notice 
Commissioner Simon read the public hearing notice to consider the request for a zoning code 
amendment to amend Section 515.90, Subd. 18 and 19 regarding exterior building materials and 
accessory buildings.  No notices were mailed. 
 
Presentation of Request 
Jennifer Emmerich, Assistant Planner, explained the request as detailed in the report.  She 
advised that although the public hearing notice referred to both Subdivisions 18 and 19, staff was 
only amending Subd. 19 at this time.  Ms. Emmerich advised that City Council asked staff to look 
into amending the section of the code pertaining to plastic hoop structures and to consider allowing 
them in rural residential areas provided they met certain standards.  Staff looked at several criteria 
to ensure the structures would not have a negative impact on the neighborhood.  The first criterion 
was zoning districts.  Staff recommends allowing hoop structures in the Agricultural and Estate 
Zoning Districts where they would have the least amount of impact.  Staff also looked at minimum 
lot size and is recommending allowing hoop structures on lots equal to or greater than 2.5 acres in 
size.  Ms. Emmerich noted a correction in Section C.6.f.1. of Exhibit E of the report, stating it 
should read “Located on lots equal to or greater than 2.5 acres in the “A” and “E” Zoning Districts”.  
Staff then looked at maximum structure size, and is recommending limiting the size to 500 square 
feet.  Staff also looked at setbacks, and is recommending a 50 foot setback from all property lines.  
Lastly, staff is recommending the number of accessory structures remain as is in the current 
Zoning Ordinance.  Staff recommends approval of the proposed language as listed in Exhibit E of 
the report.  
 
Opening of Public Hearing 
Chair Bartholomew asked if hoop structures would be considered an accessory building, to which 
Ms. Emmerich replied in the affirmative. 
 
Chair Bartholomew asked what the maximum allowable size was for greenhouses, to which Ms. 
Emmerich replied there was no specific size limitation.   
 
Chair Bartholomew noted the potential for a greenhouse to be quite large, to which Ms. Emmerich 
advised that greenhouses were allowed only in the Agricultural Zoning District by conditional use 
permit.     
 
Chair Bartholomew asked what the logic was behind the decision to allow a maximum size of 500 
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square feet, to which Ms. Emmerich stated they felt that was appropriate as it was the approximate 
size of a two-car garage. 
 
Planning Commission Discussion 
Commissioner Koch asked if the hoop structures would be considered a permanent accessory 
structure, to which Ms. Emmerich replied in the affirmative.   
 
Commissioner Koch asked if staff was concerned about the hoop structures tearing over time. 
 
Ms. Emmerich replied that hoop structures required a building permit and would therefore have to 
adhere to State building code standards, including withstanding specific snow loads and wind 
speeds.  She added that to her knowledge none of the existing hoop structures had sustained 
damage. 
 
Planning Commission Recommendation 
Motion by Commissioner Simon, second by Commissioner Koch, to approve a zoning code 
amendment to amend Section 515.90, Subd. 19, regarding exterior building materials and 
accessory buildings, as listed in Exhibit E of the report with the addition of the verbiage “equal to 
or” being added to Section C.6.f.1.   
 
Motion carried (7/0).  This matter goes to the City Council on September 14, 2009. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Tom Link, Director of Community Development, briefly summarized Allan Hunting’s memo 
regarding upcoming ordinance updates.   
 
Commissioner Simon asked if the ordinance amendments would involve work sessions, to which 
Mr. Link replied they would not.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Bartholomew adjourned the meeting at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Kim Fox  
Recording Secretary 
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