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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Al Eiden called the September 9, 2009 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m.   
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden, Vice Chair Dennis Schueller, Commissioners: Joe Boehmer, Tammy Johnson, Stan 
Johnson, Jim Huffman, and Keith Joyce 
Absent:  Commissioner’s Marty Silvi and Willie Krech 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson, Parks Superintendent Mark Borgwardt, Recreation Superintendent 
Tracy Petersen, and Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
None 
  
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.ci.inver-grove-heights.mn.us 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 14, 2009.  
Work Session 6:45 p.m.; Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approval of Agenda 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner T. Johnson to approve the Consent Agenda 
as presented. 
 
Ayes:  7 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF YOUTH ATHLETIC USER FEES FOR USE OF PARK OUTDOOR 
ATHLETIC FACILITIES 
 
Recreation Superintendent Tracy Petersen stated they are here to approve the fees for use of outdoor athletic 
facilities.   
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In 1999 the City and three athletic associations (Baseball, Softball, and Soccer) entered into a ten year 
agreement whereas the associations would pay a yearly sum to help pay off the construction debt of the Rich 
Valley Athletic Complex.  A similar program also exists for the City’s adult softball program. 
From 1999 to 2009 the three associations were charged the following: 
 
Inver Grove Heights Baseball Association: $3,600 per year 
Inver Grove Heights Softball Federation: $2,280 per year 
Inver Grove Heights Soccer Association: $1,800 per year 
City Adult Softball Program:   $50.00 per team per year 
 
The dollar amounts were based upon actual usage by the various associations at the time the agreement was put 
in place.  During this same ten year period, the youth athletic associations have paid usage fees for tournaments 
but have not paid any usage fees for games and/or practices. 
In an effort to continue to maintain a high quality facility at Rich Valley Athletic Complex and other athletic 
fields in the City, staff is proposing to implement the following facility usage fees: 
 
Proposed Yearly Facility Usage Fees: 
Youth athletic association resident player/per season:  $10.00 
Youth athletic association non-resident player/per season: $15.00 
City Adult Softball Program per team/per seasons:  $50.00 
 
Funds would be put into the park dedication fund and be used to make future improvements to Rich Valley 
Athletic Complex and/or any other City field deemed appropriate.   
It is staff’s perspective that utilizing the facility usage fees in this manner is a fair, pro-active, and effective way 
in with the Rich Valley Athletic Complex and other City athletic fields can continue to provide a quality 
experience for our youth. 
Currently the cities of Eagan, Farmington, Lakeville, and South St. Paul charge youth athletic associations for 
usage of athletic facilities.   
In addition, the City will continue to provide the following, at no cost, to the youth athletic associations serving 
Inver Grove Heights: 

1. Free usage of meeting room at Veterans Memorial Community Center once a month 
2. Listing of association contact information on City’s website. 
3. Ability to sell concessions for tournaments as a fundraiser. 

Staff has met individually with each of the three associations regarding the proposed fees and they are 
comfortable with what is being proposed. 
 
Motion by Commission S. Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Boehmer to approve the actions as 
presented. 
 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0   Motion carried. 
 
B.  CONSIDER IMPROVEMENTS FOR NORTH VALLEY DISC GOLF COURSE 
 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson stated the following is regarding modest improvements to the Disc 
Golf Course located in North Valley Park.  Park and Recreation staff, as well as a local resident and disc golf 
designer and enthusiast Chuck Kennedy to prioritize course improvements possible this year within budget 
parameters decided at the City Council in the amount of up to $15,000. 
The recommended funding improvements include the following: 
 -9 new concrete “T” pads 
 -9 new Mach 3 baskets 
 -1 entrance Kiosk sign 
 -36 “T” signs for long and short holes 
 -9 directional arrow signs throughout course 
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Cost and funding for improvements recommended as follows: 
 -Concrete for “T” pads/Parks install $3,000 
 -Mach 3 basket/Parks install  $4,600 
 -Signs/Parks install   $5,000 
     Total: $12,600 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner S. Johnson to approve the list of 
improvements as presented. 
 
Chuck Kennedy, 5300 Audobon is a resident that was involved in the course 20 years ago.  He appreciated the 
efforts of Mark Borgwardt and Tracy Petersen.  They have seen a 15% growth in players over the years. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked when they will do a tournament for Inver Grove Heights Days. 
 
Mr. Kennedy responded they have not done any tournaments here in the last four to five years due to the 
condition of the course.  With the Phase 1 improvements going in they hope to re-establish them. 
 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
C.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF TREE PLANTING PLAN FOR PORTIONS OF HERITAGE 
VILLAGE PARK 
 
Parks Superintendent Mark Borgwardt stated Bolander and Sons will start tomorrow on the berm by Gun Club 
Park.  The trail will be done this fall.  He is here to discuss tree planting along the trail, berm, the berm along the 
railroad tracks, and trees in the prairie.  The trees come with a one year warranty. 
There are three areas of planting as follows: 
 
 Area 1:  Plantings along 2500’ of MRRT under power lines 
  -25 Hawthorn 
  -25 Serviceberry 
  -25 Techny Arborvitae 
  -25 Crabapple Cultivar 
 These species grow less than 20’ tall. 
 
 Area 2:  Planting in prairie and west berm along railroad tracks 
  -20 Burr Oak 
  -20 White Oak 
  -20 Swamp White Oak 
  -20 Honey Locust 
  -20 Black Hills Spruce 
 These trees are typical in Oak Savanna 
 
 Area 3:  North berm along Gun Club 
  -20 Hackberry 
  -20 White Birch 
  -20 Maple (mix) 
  -20 Thorned Hawthorn 
  -20 Oak (mix) 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt stated the approximate cost is as follows: 
 Area 1 approximate cost  $13,500 
 Area 2 approximate cost  $15,200 
 Area 3 approximate cost  $14,000 
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 Total    $42,700 
 
The seeding plan and approximate costs are as follows: 
 RR berm:  3.5 acres or 16,940 square yards 
  -MNDOT 350 prairie seed mix and Flexterra Hydro Mulch at $1.74 square yard 
  -Total for above is $29,475 

Balance of park including lot along Doffing minus crushing operation and access road: 
  -23 acres  

 -Development Seed, Mulch, Anchor, and Fertilize at $420 per acre. 
 -Total for above is $9,660 

Summary of tree planting and seeding costs: 
  Tree planting $42,700 
  Seeding  $39,087 
  Total  $81,787 
Recommend funding tree planting and seeding of Heritage Village Park this fall for the sum of $81,787 with 
funding from the Park Dedication and Development Fund. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman, seconded by Commissioner Joyce to approve the funding as 
presented. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked how they would water the trees.  Would it be on-site irrigation or a truck? 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded the vendor keeps the tree live for one year.  We have a 325 gallon tank and 
a 1500 gallon tank we can use.  There is no water on site.  Water will be filled into the trucks by hydrant. 
 
Gina Young, 65th Street was concerned about spending $90,000.  Concrete has been crushed in the area and 
leaves residue in the soil.  That would cause trees not to grow.  If you do not remove the topsoil they will not 
grow. 
 
Director Carlson said the concrete is contained to a small portion of the park.  Bolander must clean the site and 
do soil testing. 
 
Ms. Young commented about the prairie land.  She has walked from South St. Paul to the bridge and there are 
numerous goose droppings.  Can they stop the birds from eating the prairie grasses? 
 
Chair Eiden responded it takes about 3-5 years for the prairie grasses to grow in order to deter the geese. 
 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0 Motion carried.  
 
D.  CONSIDER REQUEST FOR ACQUISITION OF TAX FORFEITED PROPERTY – ROCK ISLAND 
SWING BRIDGE 
 
Director Carlson stated this request is to consider approving the application by the City of the tax forfeit land in 
the Concord neighborhood.  This acquisition is recommended as part of the Rock Island Swing Bridge project. 
There are two pieces of property.  The southern parcel abuts other City property previously acquired for park 
and trail purposes.  The eastern portion is within the 100 year flood plain.  The property is 0.50 acres (northern) 
and 10.81 acres (southern) in size.  This area includes piers 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.  Pier 6 isn’t needed for the bridge 
project but is attached.  Some ideas for this area include a boat launch, trails, an area to see the river, and 
fishing. 
Once conveyed to the City, the City will own the Dakota County side of the Rock Island Swing Bridge.  Should 
the reuse project fail, the City would likely be required to remove the structures from the river. 
Commissioner Huffman suggested the project go forward.  It is holding up other agencies. 
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Chair Eiden asked what funding source they were using for the tax forfeited land? 
 
Director Carlson said it is a public entity.  It is at no cost to the City. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman, seconded by Commissioner Joyce to approve the request as 
presented. 
 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
E.  CONSIDER DISPOSAL OF PARK PROPERTY – CAMERON PARK 
 
Director Carlson stated this is to approve the disposal of real property located at 6501 Concord Blvd. (Cameron 
Park).  The park has a rink and an old fire station in which they store equipment.  Cameron’s Liquor Store was 
acquired by the County as part of Concord’s reconstructing.  Cameron’s needs to re-locate and this location is 
acceptable to them.  We suggest it be sold without hardship at an appraised price of $272,000.  The property is 
56,430 square feet or 1.30 acres in size. 
 
Matt Young, 65th Street, opposes this. Alot of kids play in the rink.  No kids would cross the street to the park 
being put across Concord.  The mass tree removal that would take place would interfere with his privacy and the 
birds that he has attracted to his property.  Putting this here would create an alcohol corridor between the two 
bars.   He felt the parking lot is too big and the lighting would be an impact.  The previous location only had 
about 15 cars at a time.  He felt that any other property south of 66th Street would be better for this. 
 
Kim Burton lives right up from the property and has three lots that are set back from the street.  With this 
proposal her fire pit would be by a wall and the parking lot.  There is already a worn path that goes between the 
bars.  Putting a liquor store there would probably add to that.  She was also concerned with the loss of trees.  
Kids go to the park on a daily basis.  It is not feasible for a four year old to cross the busy street to the park and 
there are no sidewalks in the area.  She opposes the plan to put a liquor store in her backyard. 
 
Krissy A.(unsure of last name)  6495-65th Street agrees with putting Cameron’s in that location.  She has a letter 
from another neighbor stating the same.  Cameron’s was forced to move and most want him back in the area.  
She felt the activity going on in the area is all part of living next to the bars. 
 
Gina Young, 65th Street has lived there for 15 years.  The park used to be iced and there were tennis courts with 
fencing.  They own 10 lots and value their land.  She doesn’t understand why maintenance of the park has 
changed, as it is not maintained any longer.  She suggested they put a picnic area there.  She’s not against the 
proposal, but the size and location. 
 
Phil Fraser, 6495-65th Street is not opposed to the plan, but thinks 60 lots for parking is a bit too much.  He 
suggests they get a variance for a smaller parking lot. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated the development of this is not of this Commission’s control.  We decide on whether 
or not to sell.  He asked if the Cameron family has been contacted about having this sold back to them?  Was 
there a donation agreement at the time of the donation?  
 
Director Carlson stated the family is interested.  There are no deed restrictions here.  The City has a goal of 
providing a park within a ½ mile radius of homes.  With the addition of Heritage Village Park, the Cameron site 
is not needed for park purposes and would be best used for commercial purposes. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller walked the site today.  The wooded area behind the rink is unusable.  The tennis courts 
have weeds, the rink is usable as a hockey rink, but not kept up. 
Chair Eiden understands people’s concerns.  They need to decide whether this is a City park that needs to stay in 
the system, or not.  The City has not maintained it as a park, the bar used to do the rink.  At this time they are 
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uncertain if Cameron’s will purchase it to build a liquor store, but they need to keep the focus of their decision 
on whether they maintain it as a park. 
 
Commissioner Joyce wants to see the liquor store back in the area; however, selling land that was donated as a 
park because we didn’t maintain it didn’t seem right.  If we choose to take the park out of the system, his home 
is in the area of the park, not Skyview Park.  Cameron’s Park has things that are not designed to go in Heritage 
Village Park.  This property is best retained and redeveloped into what it once was. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer asked who determined not to maintain it? 
 
Director Carlson responded we still maintain it.  We have not done the hockey rink and the tennis courts because 
of budget cuts. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer agrees with selling the land.   They can have courts and rinks at Heritage Village Park. 
 
Commissioner T. Johnson can’t see keeping it with a park going in across the street. 
 
Commissioner S. Johnson does not approve of a liquor store between two bars.  This would disrupt people’s 
lives.  Kids will still play in the park even if it isn’t maintained. 
 
Director Carlson stated that while the Comprehensive Park Plan hasn’t been adopted yet, it does state the park 
being sold for commercial purposes. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller was sensitive to those in the area, but felt it should be sold.  Hopefully it can be designed 
to be less bothersome. 
 
Motion by Vice Chair Schueller, seconded by Commissioner T. Johnson to approve the sale of the 
parkland. 
 
Ayes: 4  (T. Johnson, Boehmer, Eiden, Schueller) 
Nays: 3  (Joyce, S. Johnson, Huffman)  Motion carried. 
 
Director Carlson stated this goes before the Planning Department next.  They will focus on the building, 
parking, and sale of the property.  Then it goes before the City Council. 
 
Mr. Young suggested they make it into a bird watching park.  He has a bunch of birds in his yard. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  REVIEW USE OF RICH VALLEY PARK 
 
Recreation Superintendent Tracy Petersen spoke regarding the usages at Rich Valley Park. 
Rich Valley Park serves as a neighborhood park for residents in the area and is home to a large athletic complex.  
The public park is open to the general public during normal park hours. 
Amenities in the area include: 
 -Tennis court 
 -Basketball court 
 -Playground 
 -2 Open-air picnic shelters 
 -4 Full size soccer fields 
 -6 Multi-use fields (baseball and softball) 
 -3 Baseball fields 
 -Batting cage 
 -Concession stand/restroom facilities 
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Organized groups/leagues/associations/teams are required to schedule usage through the Parks and Recreation 
Department.   
Athletic fields are open to the public when not scheduled for play.  If parks maintenance staff is working on 
spaces, users may be asked to switch to a different area while maintenance is completed.  The baseball/softball 
fields are gated and typically locked when not in use for organized play.  The complex was designed with gates 
to protect the turf areas, minimize vandalism, and provide an overall more secure facility. The public is still able 
to use multiple walk-in gates to access the fields. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if a group of kids wants to go out there and play a game can they? 
 
Superintendent Petersen stated yes, the fields are open, and kids can play on them.  Any leagues or organized 
games should call to schedule. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller sees it as a very used park.  The maintenance is excellent.  He did note that there were at 
least 1,000 white birds on the fields.  He was wondering about this for sanitary reasons.  He asked if other 
communities have an answer as to how to get rid of these< 
 
Parks Superintendent Mark Borgwardt said they come from the landfill.  Maintenance tries to keep them out of 
there as much as they can.  They mow 2-3 times a week and it’s also irrigated, which helps. 
 
Commissioner Joyce noticed the youth schedule was posted out by the soccer fields earlier this year.  He asked 
if they can do other usage schedules so people know when it is being used. 
 
Superintendent Petersen agreed with the need for some type of sign there and would check into that. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if Sentence to Serve works in the park?  Is there close supervision?  He was 
concerned that they are working in a park where children are. 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded they work 50 days doing certain projects.  A supervisor does watch the 
workers. 
 
Commissioner Joyce said they are usually low risk offenders. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer asked about the soccer net that was placed over one of the soccer goals.  Did they do 
the other nets too? 
 
Superintendent Petersen said they have not done the others.  The one in place seems to be working well. 
 
B.  REVIEW DOG PARK INFORMATION 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt stated there has been a lot of discussion about dog parks lately.   Dog parks are 
unleashed environments for dogs to roam and play.  A dog park becomes a very social place for those who have 
a common interest in dogs.  One in four households has a dog in them.  He visited a park in Burnsville to get an 
idea of what is involved as well as any amenities you can include in them.  The Burnsville Park is on seven 
acres and has a pond, path, and large parking lot.  It is not near any homes.  It also includes a shelter with heat 
lamps.  This park has won awards for the most volunteers. 
This location is fenced, not by chain link fence, but by welded wire. Due to the large size of the park, this was a 
cheaper option.  It is also double gated at the entrance.  The lighting was received by donation.  The trail is 
covered with granite chip rock.  They had woodchips but it got soft and mushy.  At the time he was there, there 
were 8-10 dogs retrieving from the natural pond. 
 
Chair Eiden asked if seven acres was considered small, or average? 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded it was an adequate size.  He wouldn’t go smaller than seven acres. 
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Commissioner T. Johnson asked if the seven acres was inside another park? 
 
Director Carlson responded it is inside of a 90 acre park. 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt commented one feature people really enjoyed there was a wash station with a drain.  
You can wash your dogs off.   There is also a smaller area for dogs with special needs. 
 
Chair Eiden asked if there was a good location we could have one? 
 
Director Carlson stated the tax forfeit property could be one. 
 
Chair Eiden recommended we move forward on this.  We need a couple people from this group to be a part of a 
subcommittee so they can put together some parameters. 
 
George McQuade, 7367 Dawn Avenue felt he had a good location in his neighborhood.  The can do parking on 
Degrio Way.  The property here is an open area that can be fenced in.  He suggested instead of having one large 
park in the City, they should have several smaller parks.   
 
Chair Eiden asked what the reaction of the neighbors around him were about this.  Alot of people don’t want 
this in their backyards. 
 
Commissioner’s Joyce, T. Johnson, Huffman, and Schueller volunteered to be on the subcommittee.  
Commissioner Joyce will organize things. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked how soon they should come back?  January?  December? 
 
Chair Eiden felt no later than December should be good. 
 
Mr. McQuade said the park in his neighborhood hasn’t been used in 15 years.  He asked if he could purchase the 
property. 
 
C.  DEPARTMENT HAPPENINGS 
 
Director Carlson asked if anyone had any questions with regards to Department Happenings. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller stated at the last meeting he mentioned some trees were removed in an area around Simley 
Pond.  He asked if Director Carlson had any more information regarding that. 
 
Director Carlson stated a contractor removed 2-4 trees that were hazardous. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if they are planning on clearing the underbrush there?  The neighbors are concerned 
about the area. 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded they are looking into that area, as well as Phases 2 and 3 of the overall 
project.  The area he questioned is now a native natural area.  It is not treated as a manicured park. 
 
Commissioner Huffman asked if they placed fishing piers around the lake yet. 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt said they have placed four shore stations in the area that were donated by the DNR. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner T. Johnson commented that this weekend is Inver Grove Heights Days.  She hopes everyone 
comes out to the parade and fireworks on Saturday. 
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Commissioner Boehmer agreed with Commissioner T. Johnson and that everyone be safe and have fun. 
 
Commissioner Huffman said there is a fundraiser being held at the Mississippi Pub on Saturday, September 19th 
to benefit the Rock Island Swing Bridge.  Cost is $10.00 per person for salad, spaghetti and meatballs, etc. 
 
Commissioner S. Johnson had no comment. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller wanted to thank the park staff for being here this evening to answer any questions they 
had. 
He wanted to add that if anyone has any comments or suggestions regarding the Golf Course to please contact 
Director Eric Carlson.  Director Carlson will forward those comments on to the auditor.  People who play there 
need to make their options heard.   
He asked since Commissioner Silvi is out for the time being if we should be concerned with him not being able 
to take place on the subcommittee.  Perhaps they should have someone step in until Commissioner Silvi’s 
return. 
 
Commissioner Huffman agreed to help out. 
 
Commissioner Joyce hopes everyone comes out to the Spaghetti fundraiser as well as Inver Grove Heights Days 
this weekend. 
 
Chair Eiden stated the Commission will be back on October 14th at 7:00 p.m.  Everyone have a nice weekend. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman, seconded by Vice Chair Schueller to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0  Motion carried. 


