
Park & Rec. Advisory Commission Meeting  Wednesday, October 14, 2009 1

City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Vice Chair Dennis Schueller called the October 14, 2009 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Vice Chair Dennis Schueller, Commissioners:  Willie Krech, Joe Boehmer, Tammy Johnson, Jim 
Huffman, and Keith Joyce 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent:  Chair Al Eiden, Commissioner’s Stan Johnson and Marty Silvi, Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Presentation of VMCC Programs – Michael Sheggeby 
 
Arena Manager Michael Sheggeby stated he is here this evening to speak regarding the Ice Arena and 
maintenance and energy issues. 

-Ice Utilization:  Heaviest usage is seen during the time period of October 1st through March 31st.   
He is on the National Ice Arena Board and has found that all around there is a decrease in numbers for 
hockey and skating.   
With the youth organizations in Inver Grove Heights, they have seen an increase in ice hours.  Rosemount 
used to be the second biggest ice time user.  Now there is a new mini-rink in their area and they are utilizing 
that facility.  Eagan has taken over as the number 2 purchaser of ice.   District 196 usage has stayed the 
same. 

-Camps and Clinics:  Showcase Hockey is the biggest purchaser but has decreased slightly.  Senior 
Men’s and Senior Women’s have decreased in hours too.  There has been an increase in Men’s and 
Women’s groups wanting to pick up a few hours here and there.   
The St. Paul Lakers have moved and are now using ice in Edina.  We lost a big chunk of hours with 
them leaving. 

  -Open Hockey:  This is up from 132 hours to 137 hours due to more consistent hours being offered.    
  They split up the age levels of hockey so they are hoping that helps too. 
  -Open Skate:  Also due to more consistent hours, this has seen an increased number of hours. 

-Air Quality:  There was a report on KSTP News last week that painted a negative picture of the air quality 
in some ice arenas.  There are requirements that we are to go by and we do test weekly.  They check for 
carbon monoxide and nitrogen dioxide.  They have never had a problem are have always been within the 
guidelines. 

 
Commissioner Krech asked who wasn’t checking? 
 
Manager Sheggeby responded the reason others may not be checking could be due to lack of education and not 
knowing the State requirements, but two areas that he knew of were Worthington and Austin. 
 
 -VMCC Electric Usage:  The upgrade for the refrigeration system has been completed.   

-Energy Audit/Energy Updates:  They are looking into lighting and HVAC updates in the buildings.  Now is 
a great time to be doing this as there is 6.4 million that is being awarded to cities through a Grant program.   
The grant should be out sometime in the fall this year.  They hope to apply for that as soon as it becomes 
available. 
-Low-E Ceilings:  This is an insulated ceiling that comes down further and reduces heat. 
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Commissioner Krech asked which of the rinks they would be doing this in? 
 
Manager Sheggeby said definitely the main rink, lowering it would also brighten it up in there.  
 
Commissioner Joyce asked how the soccer usage would be affected with that type of ceiling? 
 
Manager Sheggeby said it’s a very durable ceiling.  It can withstand pucks. 
  
Vice Chair Schueller asked how long he has been doing this job?  He also asked why the Laker’s left? 
 
Manager Sheggeby said he has been here since January of this year.  He came here from Eden Prairie.  As to 
why the Lakers left, they felt Edina was a better location. 
 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson said the Lakers were not able to draw players in this area.  They were 
also looking into different rates. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked about having open hockey.  He has a grandson that is four years old that likes to 
skate and hold a hockey stick.  You can’t do that during open skating hours.  He asked if they can find an hour 
for kids under age eight or so to play hockey, and/or skate. 
 
Manager Sheggeby said he can look into that.  They can also encourage adults to join them. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if any High School playoffs are being planned? 
 
Manager Sheggeby said they have girl’s hockey in February.  The College of St. Bens is going to have a game 
here as well. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller stated he had heard about a leak in a Zamboni machine in Hastings where people got ill.  Is 
there an alarm system in place to prevent this from happening? 
 
Manager Sheggeby said there is no leak protector on that, but they do check it before use. 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.ci.inver-grove-heights.mn.us 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be TBD, 2009.  Work Session 6:45 p.m.; 
Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
Director Carlson suggested we move the meeting to Wednesday, November 18th instead of the regular 
November 11, 2009 date due to Veteran’s Day and City Offices being closed that day. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approval of Agenda 
 
B.  Approval of Minutes from September 9, 2009 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Huffman to approve the Minutes from 
September 9, 2009 as presented. 
 
Ayes:  6 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 
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6.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
Commissioner Krech asked how the fence situation went in Oakwood Park? 
 
Director Carlson responded the gentleman came to a City Council meeting and asked the Council to sell him the 
property.  The Council directed Director Carlson to take this type of situation on a case by case basis.  The 
Council may choose to sell small pieces of property to residents who encroach.  They will follow a protocol on 
how to deal with it by having the Council review it.  If they think it is a good idea Director Carlson will find 
information on the land value, as well as four properties located nearby.  They are then charged per square foot.  
The Council reviews that information and makes their decision.  The property owner is responsible for all costs. 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Consider Modifications to Hole Alignments for North Valley Disc Golf Course 
 
Parks Superintendent Mark Borgwardt stated they have an 18-hole Disc Golf Course down at North Valley 
Park.  They would like to take four of the holes and move them over to South Valley Park.  The reason for this 
move is to get those four off the steep hill in North Valley.   
 
Commissioner Krech asked how that would effect the throwing of the discs? 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded they would walk through the tunnel putting holes 12, 13, 14, and 15 south 
of 70th Street. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked if there would be any wayward discs in the parking lot? 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt said there is a lot of brush and trees in the area and the elevation is lower.  The only 
concern they had was the Vet Office that has a fence along the area.  They are considering planting some tree’s 
along the way for some privacy. 
Moving the holes would result in an additional 7,000 feet of course.  It would attract more tournaments and also 
offer more amenities at the end of the course with the playground, shelter, and bathroom being nearby. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Krech to approve the modifications to the 
Hole Alignments as presented. 
 
Ayes: 6 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller felt this was a great idea.  Some of the Commissioner’s went on a park tour prior to this 
meeting and visited this area as well.  He felt the area will be moved into a spot that will be very well used. 
 
B.  Consider City Wide Comprehensive Trail Plan 
 
Director Carlson stated we have been working on the Comprehensive Plan for a number of months.  At a 
meeting on July 13th, we made a recommendation to the City Council for the removal of some trails at a vote of 
5-2.  Those trails were: 
 Barnes Avenue, Courthouse Blvd., AnnMarie Trail, and Annalise Path. 
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At the City Council meeting they directed the Planning Commission to hold a public meeting to discuss changes 
to the plan.  That meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 20th.  He asked if they still want to stay with their 
recommendation to remove those trails?  The City Council will be having a meeting the first week in November 
and will be finalizing the plan.  Therefore both parts of the plan, ours and the City-wide one, would be complete 
and the Council would adopt both.  Council has directed staff to do a feasibility study on a trail that goes on 
Courthouse Blvd.  Costs were estimated to be between $425,000 to $840,000.  The funding for this trail would 
come from the developer in the area in the amount of $175,000.  The balance would be our responsibility and as 
of right now, from an undetermined source. 
He also highlighted other changes to the trail plan. 
The Mississippi River Regional Trail has parts that are now constructed.  It won’t go down Old Concord as was 
one of the considerations so that part has been taken out of the plan. 
The Southern Lakes Trail has been paved. 
Part of the Courthouse Blvd. trail has been paved. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked if the plan shows what type of trail, be it on the shoulder of the road, or a trail by 
itself? 
 
Director Carlson responded this just shows that a trail is provided.  It doesn’t show trail form or width. 
 
Commissioner Krech felt we should have a widened shoulder trail along Barnes Avenue in the event the road is 
widened.   
 
Commissioner Joyce suggested they leave the lines on the plan on Barnes Avenue. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer can see a trail there for safety reasons.  He asked if they can stipulate that if the road is 
widened, they put in a shoulder trail.  He can’t see a separate trail off the road there. 
 
Director Carlson stated the Comprehensive Plan doesn’t go into that level of detail. 
 
Commissioner Joyce felt that if there wasn’t a line on the map denoting a trail, it wouldn’t be looked noticed at 
all. 
 
Director Carlson agreed that it does put us in a weak spot if it isn’t shown on the plan. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce to include Barnes Avenue back on the trail plan. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if residents were objecting to the trail on Courthouse Blvd.? It seemed they were 
mainly against the Barnes Avenue and Annalise Path trails.  He asked if it was beneficial to have a path there for 
that business? 
He commented that the night we voted on this issue he wanted those trails on that plan.  He still feels the same 
way. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer felt a majority of the people were concerned about one going on Barnes Avenue. 
 
Director Carlson said if you look a the map of trails, we have the Mississippi River Regional Trail and other 
trails in the west of town, but really nothing in this area if you take off the Barnes Avenue Trail. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if anyone would be against putting the other trails back on? 
 
Director Carlson said there are four total.  Annalise, AnnMarie, Courthouse, and Barnes. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner T. Johnson to put Barnes Avenue back on 
the trail plan. 
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Commissioner Joyce wanted to make sure the minutes reflected that our idea is a widened shoulder on the 
roadway versus a stand alone path when the road is widened. 
 
Ayes: 6 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson stated in their packets the following information is included: 
 -October Department Happenings Report 
 -August VMCC Financial Statement 

-August Inver Wood Financial Statement:  This is moving along well.  A final report should be 
presented either November 18th or 19th.  On the 23rd the Advisors will present their findings to the City 
Council. 

 -Rock Island Swing Bridge Timeline 
 -2008 Annual Report 
 -Miscellaneous 
At this time he wanted the Commissioner’s to be aware of the change of date to next month’s meeting.  It will 
be held on Wednesday, November 18th at 7:00 p.m. due to Veterans Day being the 11th and City offices are 
closed. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner T. Johnson wishes everyone a happy and safe Halloween and to take advantage of some events 
the Park and Recreation Department is having such as the Boo Bash, Halloween Hunt, and Spooks and Spares at 
the bowling alley. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer thanked everyone who volunteered and worked during Inver Grove Heights Day.  
Everything went really well. 
 
Commissioner Huffman had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Joyce wanted to thank Commissioner Huffman for putting on the Spaghetti Feed that raised 
$1,000 for the Rock Island Swing Bridge. 
 
Commissioner Krech agreed with Commissioner Boehmer on Inver Grove Heights Days.  It was a nice event.  
He appreciated all the time people spent on it. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller thanked everyone who took part in the Golf Course assessment.  It’s been a thorough 
process that is moving along efficiently. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Huffman to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 p.m. 


