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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Al Eiden called the May 12, 2010 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden, Vice Chair Dennis Schueller:  Commissioners: Tammy Johnson, Jim Huffman, Marty 
Silvi, Stan Johnson, Joe Boehmer, and Willie Krech 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent: Commissioner Keith Joyce.  Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Presentation of Dakota County Greenway Plan 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson stated Kurt Chatfield and John Mertens are here from Dakota 
County to give a presentation on their vision for a greenway system for Dakota County. 
 
Kurt Chatfield works at Dakota County and will speak regarding a new Dakota County initiative called the 
Greenway Collaborative System. 
He will give an overview of what the Greenway Collaborative is like via computer slide show. 
 
 *Vision:   Interconnected corridors linking parks, open space, water, habitat, and communities. 

There are trail loops within loops connecting destinations and providing recreation 
options.   
80% of the system is not along roads.  There is more appeal if they are open space 
corridors. 

 *Vision Elements: Water Quality 
    Recreation (linear and trail based) 
    Habitat 
    Transportation  
 *Vision Contexts: Urban 
    Rural 
    Suburban  
    (Inver Grove Heights has all three of the above) 
 *Current Status:  Proposed Regional System is a 200 mile system, 102 miles are Priority 1 
     -ROW is 75% publicly owned 
     -50% funded or constructed 
     -10% projects currently underway 

(In Inver Grove Heights, one is by the Mississippi River, one is by the 
border of Inver Grove Heights and Eagan, and the third is the 
proposed greenway from Lebanon Hills Regional Park over to the 
Mississippi River in the general area of Cliff Road and the Highline 
trail). 
 

A video was shown to show what greenways would look like in different settings and include the following: 
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1.  Water Quality 
2. Nature Protection 
3. Recreation 
 

Mr. Chatfield continued with his presentation: 
 
 *Greenway Guidelines:  Design Standards 
     Land Protection and Stewardship 
     Governance and Funding 
     Construction and Operations 
 
Mr. Chatfield stated the proposal is to do the greenway in a collaborative way.  The general concept is to share 
in its creation.  Once it’s created it is the County’s responsibility to care for them. 
 
The following is an example of some Greenway Collaborations: 
 
   Example Projects: 
Project:       Partners:    
Black Dog Greenway     Burnsville 
       Dakota County 
       US Fish and Wildlife Service 
       Xcel Energy     
Lake Marion Greenway     Lakeville  
       Dakota County 
       MN DNR     
MRRT Rosemount Greenway    Rosemount 
       Flint Hills Resources 
       Vermillion River Watersheds JPO 
       MN DOT     
  
 Current Status:  Next Steps 
 Spring 2010  Present Guidebook to Cities 
 Summer 2010  Finalize Guidebook for Board Adoption 
 2010-2011  Master Plans:  Minnesota River and North Creek Regional Greenways 
 
Mr. Chatfield stated they are taking comments and forwarding them on to your Dakota County Commissioner. 
There will also be an Open House on the Mississippi River Regional Trail (MRRT) on Wednesday, May 19th 
from 5:00 – 7:30p.m. at the Inver Grove Heights Veterans Memorial Community Center. 
 
Commissioner Krech was concerned with the completion of the trail from South St. Paul down to Hastings. 
 
Mr. Chatfield stated that system to Hastings is now funded.  2014 is the expected completion. 
 
Commissioner Silvi questioned if all the concerns with property owners have been figured out? 
 
Mr. Chatfield stated not all concerns have been addressed yet.  We need to develop a master plan for each of the 
corridors.  We have one for the Mississippi River Regional Trail, but not the other two corridors in Inver Grove 
Heights.   
 
Chair Eiden asked if there were consultants available or does the City have to find their own? 
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Mr. Chatfield responded this is a 200 mile system.  It is key that we have Cities leading many of these projects.   
The County has been paying for the Master Plans.  They can do them as fast as they have money and interest. 
 
Chair Eiden asked if the County was prepared financially for this?  He knows Grant money has been used in the 
past, can they use that type of funding again? 
 
Mr. Chatfield responded they have been successful at getting outside money from a number of different sources. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller had a question regarding current walking trails.  What do you do when the trails stops and 
becomes a “proposed” trail?  It is frustrating to walk a trail and have it end and have to walk back the same way 
you came from. 
 
Mr. Chatfield stated they could put a sign up that states it is a proposed trail. 
 
Chair Eiden thanked him for alerting them of their plans. 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.ci.inver-grove-heights.mn.us 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be June 9, 2010.  Work Session 6:45 p.m.; 
Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A.  Approval of Agenda 

 
B. Approval of Minutes of April 14, 2010 
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi, seconded by Commissioner T. Johnson to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Review Dakota County’s 2011-2014 Park System CIP 
 
Director Carlson stated each year the County asks us to review our portion of their plan.  He has developed a 
letter highlighting some of our current requests.  We are in need of funding for the trail planning in the 
Northwest area.  In addition, funding needs to be identified for the Mississippi River Regional Trail in Inver 
Grove Heights.  The County put together a grant application, but that was not successful.  We’d like to seek 
funding for trailhead facilities in the Heritage Village Park/Swing Bridge area.  Lastly, the concept of greenways 



4 Park and Rec. Advisory Commission Meeting                       Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

  
 

has not been warmly received in Inver Grove Heights at the Council level.  Due to that, we have removed them 
from our plans.  The Park and Recreation standpoint is that they should be recognized and planned for. 
 
Commissioner Krech felt it didn’t go over well because at the time it was just circles on a map.  This is for 
regional trails and has a purpose. 
 
Chair Eiden agreed with Commissioner Krech’s statement.  The presentation they saw this evening was very 
concrete.  That might be a different marketing sell. 
 
Motion by Commissioner S. Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Silvi, to accept the letter as written and 
send it out. 
 
Commissioner Krech referred to the trail that has been proposed in the past off Barnes Avenue.  You put that 
trail on a map and see all those green spaces; residents are not going to like it.  He didn’t think the approach we 
took to green space in the past was correct. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
Director Carlson stated he will send the letter out tomorrow. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson stated there was nothing new to report, but would stand by for questions. 
 
B.  Review 2009 Park & Recreation Department Annual Report 
 
Chair Eiden liked the way the annual report is contained in one document. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Vice Chair Schueller commented on an article in the St. Paul paper regarding golf courses and the trouble they 
are having.  Inver Wood was also mentioned.  He hopes the audit they had done at the course will help us get 
back to the success we used to have.  Inver Wood was also listed as one of the worst compared to other courses 
in the area.  
 
Commissioner S. Johnson had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Krech had no comment. 
 
Commissioner T. Johnson stated this was her last meeting as she has decided not to seek re-appointment and 
will be seeking other opportunities at this time.  She had a great six years with the entire Commissioner’s. 
 
Chair Eiden thanked her for her service and her time. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman had no comment. 
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Commissioner Silvi mentioned it was nice to see an ad for Inver Wood in the St. Paul paper.  He also thanked 
Commissioner T. Johnson for all her service. 
 
Chair Eiden stated spring has sprung, Take a look at our Cities brochure and website.  There are a number of 
things going on in our Community.  Check them out and have a good summer. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi, seconded Commissioner S. Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Ayes:  8 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 


