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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, August 11, 2010 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Al Eiden called the August 11, 2010 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden, Vice Chair Dennis Schueller:  Commissioners: Chris Solberg, Jim Huffman, Keith 
Joyce, Stan Johnson, Joe Boehmer, and Marty Silvi 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent: Commissioner Willie Krech, Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
None 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.ci.inver-grove-heights.mn.us 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be on September 8, 2010.  Work Session 
6:45 p.m.; Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A.  Approval of Agenda 

 
B. Approval of Minutes of July 14, 2010 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Huffman to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried.   
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT: 
  
Patty Flynn, 7524 East Borman Court, came here this evening to get information on the process they use to 
design or upgrade green areas in our parks.  She would like to see the plantings of native grasses and flowers 
versus sod.  She gave three examples of some local areas she has observed.  The first is located near pump 
houses 5 & 6.  It used to be a wild grown area with a lot of dead trees.  The area has been cut down, bulldozed, 
and then sodded.  Pine trees and lilies were put in.  She felt in doing that, it did nothing for the birds in the area.  
Now the area needs to be maintained.  Leaving it the way it was could have eliminated that work.  Further down 
from the pump houses there is a trail with a creek nearby.  A ton of rock was brought in and laid there, possibly 
to prevent erosion.  She felt native grasses and plantings could have been used instead of the rock.  The second 
area she observed was a project being done off of Babcock Trail by the water facility.  They seeded there.  The 
third location was a Lion’s Park project.  The ground has been dug up along both sides of the trail.  She assumes 
grass will probably also be planted there.   She didn’t feel sod benefited the environment like native plantings 
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do.  She asked if residents could be included in the planning process?  She is a master gardener and knows of 
others who are that may be interested as well.   
 
Chair Eiden stated those types of projects are usually handled by our Parks Superintendent Mark Borgwardt.   
 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson stated that over 50% of the parkland in our system has been left in a 
natural state.  We try to balance both natural and active areas.  For example, Harmon Farms and Heritage 
Village Park, which has a 12 acre parcel that has been left natural prairie.  As for some of the areas that have 
been mentioned, the City Water and Utility Plant just put in a new well there.  As part of the project we are 
building a section of trail.  Development around that depends on how the area is laid out.  In Lion’s Park, 
portions of the trail have been replaced with bituminous.  They needed to re-establish the ground cover on either 
side.  It has to be mowed otherwise it becomes overgrown and shades and darkens the trail area.  There can also 
be issues with roots and tree sprouts as well.  He felt we do a pretty good job with our parks in regard to the 
greenspace.  They always welcome feedback from neighbors. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated the prairieland in Heritage Village Park was restored after being found 
contaminated. 
 
Director Carlson agreed.  A part of that was to do natural plantings in the park.  It will always stay that way. 
Other areas that remain more natural are Harmon Park as well as Marianna Ranch. 
In reference to the area with the rocks being placed along a creek, they were placed there due to run off.  
Plantings would not have worked there. 
 
Chair Eiden stated sometimes projects determine how they need to be completed, but they tend to be as natural 
as possible.  The City is always interested in being green whenever possible.  Sometimes this Commission 
doesn’t get involved if the projects are within other departments.   He stated it would be wise for us to know that 
we have resources of people who are master gardeners that we can get information from. 
 
Ms. Flynn commented it would be nice to know in advance of new things that will be redesigned or planted. 
 
Director Carlson commented that we are currently in the process of updating the Master Plan for Heritage 
Village Park.  For that process, we will publically invite people to an open house which will be held sometime in 
September.  We let residents know of this in our Insights newsletter, on our website, though newspaper 
announcements, and at our Park and Recreation meetings.  You can come to any of these meetings or send us 
emails. 
 
Commissioner Joyce encouraged Ms. Flynn to attend Heritage Village Park’s meeting.   
 
Ms. Flynn wanted to let the Commission know that there is a trash barrel in Lion’s Park that has been dumped 
out.  The garbage is down by the pond.  Since the can has been moved, people are leaving their dog waste bags 
on the ground where the garbage can used to be located. 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Consider Park Dedication Requirements Dakota County CDA – Case No. 10-27CS 
 
Director Carlson stated the following is to approve Park Dedication from the Dakota County CDA.  They are 
proposing to develop land north of College Trail, and east of the Inver Hills Community College.  The 
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development will be known as Inver Hills Townhomes and is a 2.92 acre site.  Park Dedication rates for multi-
family is $3,950 per unit.   There are 27 units for a total of $106,650.  A proposed trail is shown in the future 
between Broderick and Cahill.  We propose the developer provide 20-30” for a trail easement.  That trail would 
be done when College Trail is re-constructed.  He is unsure of when that is proposed to be done. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked if the $106,650 is earmarked for a specific use?   
 
Director Carlson explained that Fund 402 is the Park Acquisition and Development Fund.  Any money collected 
goes into that fund.  The Park Commission also makes recommendations for the future of other park 
development.  For example, something that has not been constructed before goes into that fund.  Staff also 
makes recommendations to us.  We review them, then they go before the City Council and they make the final 
decision. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Johnson to approve the Park Dedication as 
presented. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson mentioned there is not a report included in their packets this month as a number of Staff 
members are on vacation. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked Director Carlson if he could update them on the Swing Bridge? 
 
Director Carlson commented everything is moving along smoothly.  Piers 6, 7, and 8 have been removed.  
Contractors are making sure the river bottom elevations are at the proper level.  Pier 9 will then be removed.  
The river abutment has been poured and is ready to have new spans on it.  Spans 4 and 5 have had lead based 
paint removed.  Arrival of the new spans has been a bit delayed but should arrive in September.  They are 
hoping to hold a ribbon cutting ceremony in early November. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked if this will be open year round or seasonally? 
 
Director Carlson responded during the first year it will probably close due to the fact that there will be no 
parking.  He is unsure about whether it will be open year round in the future. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Solberg had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Silvi stated he was really impressed with how nice it is down in River Front Park.  He was 
disappointed with how people throw trash down there despite the fact that there was a trash barrel nearby.   
 
Commissioner Johnson had no comment. 
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Vice Chair Schueller stated Inver Grove Heights Days is coming up and he is looking forward to that.  The Golf 
Course will be hosting a tournament for Scholarships that will be available at the high school.  He also visited 
the same park Commissioner Silvi spoke of and agreed, it is a mess by the river.  He suggested people do what 
is referred to as a “garbage walk” and take a bag with them when they walk to pick up trash and then throw it 
away when they get home.  He is also concerned about green spaces and felt maybe they can have focus groups 
on the subject.  We should keep citizens updated. 
 
Commissioner Joyce had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman stated there are a group of people that try to pick up the trash down there in the park.  
He has also seen Staff there picking it up too. 
 
Commissioner Silvi said he is not criticizing anyone.  He was just angry that there is a barrel right there and 
people are still throwing their trash on the ground. 
 
Chair Eiden stated when he visited Lion’s Park there was a garbage can tipped over too. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Boehmer, seconded Commissioner Joyce to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m. 
 
Ayes:  8 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 


