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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, October 13, 2010 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Eiden called the October 13, 2010 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden, Vice Chair Dennis Schueller, Commissioners: Chris Solberg, Joe Boehmer, Marty 
Silvi, Stan Johnson, Keith Joyce, Jim Huffman, and Willie Krech 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent: Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Presentation of Minnesota Community Pride Awards for the Old Town Area and the Rock Island 
Swing Bridge 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson wanted the Commission to be aware of the awards that were 
received at the Minnesota State Fair.  They submitted applications for these and were chosen for the following: 

1.  Best in Class for the Community Design category for the refurbishment of the Rock Island Swing 
Bridge.  They received a plaque and $850.00. 

2. 2nd Runner-Up for populations over 10,000 for work in the Community on economic development 
in the Old Village area.  They received a plaque and $600.00. 

 
Commissioner Joyce asked what they considered to be the Old Village area? 
 
Director Carlson responded it is the Old Concord area and Heritage Village Park. 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.ci.inver-grove-heights.mn.us 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be November 10, 2010.  Work Session 
6:45 p.m.; Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approval of Agenda 
 
B.  Approval of Minutes of August 11, 2010 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Silvi to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. 
 
Ayes: 9 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
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7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Review the Draft Update of the Heritage Village Park Master Plan 
 
Director Carlson stated that as you all know, Heritage Village Park is in the process of updating their Master 
Plan.  This includes the area of the Rock Island Swing Bridge and the Heritage Village area.  City Council hired 
Brauer and Associates to assist us with updating the plan for several reasons.  The entrance of the park at 63rd 
Street won’t work with the railroad.  In addition, the City has been working with Allied Waste which is moving 
their operations.  We can add this parcel to the overall park acreage.  Since the Master Plan has been approved 
by the City Council the City has also acquired the bridge and wants to add that into the plan as well.  Comments 
were also received from an Open House that was held and those have also been taken into account.   A 
representative from Brauer and Associates is here this evening to speak regarding some ideas. 
 
Candace Amberg, Brauer and Associates, worked on the first plan and is glad to be working on it again.  This is 
just a preliminary plan.  After tonight she would like to get more feedback so it fits the needs of the Community. 
The design focus here seems to be for more passive types of recreational use, with a focus on the historical 
elements.   Highly active areas were not as important and not included on this plan.  They see the north section 
kept very natural and passive in use, with more activity on the south end.   
 
Commissioner Krech stated they did detail on the southern end in the previous plans.  Now we have a dog park 
included in the plan that wasn’t there before.  There is no water where the dog park is currently located. 
 
Ms. Amberg responded if the dog park were to go on the north end where they could have access to the river’s 
edge it would require more parking. 
 
Director Carlson commented when we developed the Master Plan for the bridge, SEH was the consultant at the 
time. The subcommittee, as well as Brauer and Associates, were given copies of those plans. The idea of the dog 
park was discussed then but never made it into the final plan.   
 
Commissioner Krech felt there should be some soccer fields in the park. 
 
Ms. Amberg continued by stating the south end includes the new property and the bridge overlook.  Their main 
ideas are to create as much continuous park space as possible.    
66th Street will be the main access road turns into Doffing with little parking spaces off that.  65th Street goes 
into smaller parking lot space.  This is for emergency vehicles to get through in the event they can’t enter 
through 66th Street.  The main active area is the former BFI property.  There will be a large park shelter 
building.  It will include picnic space for approximately 200 people.  Inside the building there is space for 
Heritage items to be displayed.  They can also create a type of scavenger hunt, where clues will be given to give 
locations throughout different areas of the park.  There will be a large lawn space behind the shelter.  There will 
also be a large playground area with a small open air shelter.  That area will contain a small splash pad for kids 
that squirt water when stepped on.   
Going downhill they will have an area called Heritage Gardens.  It will have garden spaces for planting.  
Artifacts can also be placed here. There will be a small lawn seating area where they will have re-located the 
Town Hall building.  The current location of the building does not provide a lot of use.  They would like to 
incorporate it into Heritage Gardens.  
There will also be a trail system.  The Regional Trail crosses 65th Street and weaves through the park.  The trail 
system leads up to the bridge overlook has a small parking lot. 
The Dog Park area will be fenced all around and have a large dog area and a small dog area with separate 
entrances.  There will be drinking water available for both people and dogs.  Natural trails will be included as 
well as dog run areas.  The area can also be enhanced with water play areas and a skills course if you wish. 
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On the north end of the park site there will be a cul de sac for turnaround.  There are more parking lots along the 
area as well as the trail system.  Most areas will be natural savannah prairie.  There is a rustic style shelter in one 
area. 
There is an existing pond that would be a great area for a picnic area with a shelter.  Other events can have lawn 
seating on the hillside which would create a small amphitheater.   
They will have a small playground with shelter and volleyball court in there as well.  This will create a nice 
picnic area complete with small parking lot.  There will be a small trail leading to a little fishing pier.  There is 
an artesian well here too, so we do show creating a picnic space in this area as well. 
At this time she would like to hear comments on what does or doesn’t work in this area and what they feel is 
best for the Community. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked what kind of limitations there are in the prairie grass areas. 
 
Ms. Amberg responded there could be no paved areas within. 
 
Director Carlson responded there are 11 acres in the northern part that has been restored as natural prairie with 
grants from the DNR.  They would have to approve any additional plans to the area. 
 
Commissioner Krech asked what happened to the boardwalk and fishing pier we used to have in the previous 
plans? 
 
Director Carlson responded there was a boardwalk in the original plans that was to be located in the northeast 
corner.  As the park has been developed they found it wasn’t as scenic an area as they thought, so it was taken 
out.  Now that the City owns the bridge, they feel that is where the river access should be. 
 
Tom Lind, 6140 Doffing Avenue (Castaways Marina) stated Doffing Avenue comes down in front of their 
parking lot and another lot.  There will not be a buffer zone.  He was concerned with easements and right of 
ways as well as parking lot issues.  They would like to see these issues addressed before the final plan. 
 
Director Carlson stated when they met with the marina owners that issue was raised.  We will have to survey the 
area at some point to make sure we are aware of the situation there.   Their concern has been noted. 
 
Mr. Lind stated he loved the idea of the park.  He also suggested they change the name of Doffing Avenue to 
River Road. 
 
Frank Rauschnot, 6840 Dixie Avenue, had a couple of items he wished to discuss. 

1.  He doesn’t think we should have athletic fields in the park. 
2. He felt they should continue to maintain the crossing at 65th Street.  It’s possible there could be 

functions here every year.  They need accessible roads to get in and out of the park.  He has noticed 
most parks tend to be small and difficult to get into.  He felt this area could have a farmers market 
or even car shows held here.  Having two entrances would allow traffic to go in and out more easily. 

3. He was not in favor of moving the Town Hall.  Once it is moved, it loses its value.  He suggested 
they bring the old Rich Valley Schoolhouse and place it next to it.  If it has to be moved, it should 
be moved to an area that is high and dry away from the flood plain.  If you have artifacts in there 
they can get ruined. 

4. He does not agree with a boat launch in the area.  Leave that to the private sector. 
 
Director Carlson stated the 65th Street access is only for emergency vehicles.   
 
Mr. Rauschnot felt they needed two entrances.   Nobody thinks about the marina’s deliveries or the boats going 
in or out.  There should be two lanes for parking and two lanes for driving. 
 
Commissioner Krech agrees with needing a larger width for the roads. 
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Joe Harms, 4455 66th Street owns River Heights Marina.  Suggested they use the Allied Waste building since it 
has bathrooms.   
 
Director Carlson stated the building is not for park use and wasn’t thought of for it. 
 
Mr. Harms felt the building could be refurbished.   He also stated he has been to dog parks before, why separate 
the small dogs and big dogs? 
 
Director Carlson responded the plans for the dog park are only conceptual.  It can be done differently. 
 
Mr. Harms suggested the turnaround down by Castaways be used for the marinas.  He also didn’t see many open 
air shelters in the park plans.  People are going to want to come and do events here.   
 
Director Carlson stated the roadways are curving in the plan.  They are recommending they get re-constructed 
straight and keep them straight.  They want to enhance the marinas down there as well.   
 
Mr. Harms didn’t think there was enough emphasis on the bridge.  He didn’t see many amenities for that.  He 
feels they should market that area more.  It would bring more people in if they know it’s there. 
 
Commissioner Krech stated there are alot of parts from the old bridge that they have that you don’t see.  They 
can use down there. 
He asked about the road down by the gun club. Couldn’t they come out down there? 
 
Dan Kennedy, 6220 Doffing Avenue is part owner of River Mist Marina.  He was concerned with people 
coming onto marina property as well as traffic.  He felt one entrance would create too much traffic.  They should 
consider the 65th Street entrance. 
 
Richard H., 8260 River Road owns Twin Cities Marina.  He was opposed to the fire pit being adjacent to their 
property.  Sparks can fly from that and onto boats that have been shrink-wrapped.  He was also concerned with 
security.  It would be easy to hop over a fence to vandalize their property. 
 
Director Carlson said they are suggesting there be no improvements made east of Doffing Avenue. 
 
Chair Eiden stated there are three Commission members here that have been on the subcommittee.  They are 
Commissioners Solberg, Joyce, and Huffman.  He would like to hear their thoughts. 
 
Commissioner Solberg stated they wanted to keep the area more natural and tie in the historical elements.  They 
want to keep with the open space and picnic shelters as well as work to bring the bridge into it. 
 
Commissioner Krech thought there would be open spaces for pickup games. 
 
Commissioner Joyce mentioned those were taken out of the plans and replaced with prairie grass.   
He liked the presentation.  Other parts seem to diverge from the previous master plan.  He doesn’t like the open 
spaces being taken out and doesn’t like the dog park there either.  He felt seven acres was small for an area that 
would probably be crowded and over-used.  He liked the south side better for the dog park.  He liked the idea of 
66th Street being straight upon entering. 
 
Commissioner Huffman was on the subcommittee for the park.  He felt the plans by the east side should be 
taken out.  He liked the idea of a dog park.  A lot of people have wanted one.  The dog park location can be 
moved if they decide to move it. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer thought there should be a dog park too.  He felt it would be nice if it were by water.  He 
likes the idea of Doffing kept straight, but also agreed there should be two entrances to the park. 
 



Park & Rec. Advisory Commission Meeting  Wednesday, October 13, 2010 5

Commissioner Silvi liked the suggestion to change the name of Doffing Avenue to River Road.  He felt they 
should keep Town Hall where it is and move the Schoolhouse next to it.  He agreed with the road being straight 
as well. 
 
Commissioner Krech agreed with Town Hall staying where it is.  Maybe they can put the Schoolhouse there too.  
He felt they needed a band shelter somewhere to accommodate about 100 spectators.  He liked the idea for 
possibly using the Allied Waste building.   He agreed with the need for a bigger street. 
 
Commissioner Johnson liked the plan and agrees with keeping Town Hall where it is.  He liked the dog park and 
its two entrances.  He wants to see us cooperate with citizens and businesses. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller agreed with most of what the Commission mentioned.  He wanted to make sure they have 
enough rest rooms in the area.  Maybe they can even have refreshment machines as well.  This could be similar 
to what they have at the 10th hole at Inver Wood Golf Course.  They have a small building with a rest room and 
refreshments.  He feels security is also important.  He likes the concept of the park being used for more casual 
use. 
 
Chair Eiden also agrees with most of what the Commission has mentioned.  He felt they received good positive 
comments from citizens.  He would like the Town Hall to stay where it is.  He does not like where the dog park 
is located, but agrees with keeping a park in the plan. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked if a traffic count study has been done there to judge the amount of traffic in and 
out? 
 
Director Carlson responded one has not been done.   
He commented that some of what the Commission is stating here is not going to work with the layout that is in 
front of you.  Having two entrances active with the addition of 65th Street could change the entire park design 
and would dissect the park.  Since the railroad wouldn’t give us a crossing at 63rd Street, he wasn’t sure if they 
would here. 
 
Commissioner Krech felt it would be nice to have two ways in and out.  He suggested the area by the gun club 
be another possible option too yet. 
 
Director Carlson felt there wasn’t enough room there.  The gun club doesn’t want people close by for obvious 
reasons.  If a roadway goes through from 65th to Doffing, we will be starting this all over again.  In regards to 
the dog park, we looked at the River Heights area and the neighbors said no.  There isn’t anywhere else in the 
park system for this to work.  Why it works here is it helps preserve the crossing at 65th Street.  You can park 
right there.  It also acts as a buffer from the railroad tracks and the rest of the park.  Nothing else would work 
there. 
 
Commissioner Krech suggested running 65th Street parallel to the train tracks.  There are still other options here.  
He felt the dog park belonged on the south side. 
 
Director Carlson commented the south side is wetlands.  It’s wet most of the time.  You can’t really have it 
there.   
 
Commissioner Silvi commented the whole thing is on paper and not etched in stone.  Why build something if it 
doesn’t meet the needs of everyone? 
 
Director Carlson stated himself and Candace Amberg will look at options for a 2nd entrance to the park. 
 
Commissioner Joyce was concerned with the dog park size.  He felt it is too small and will be over utilized. 
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Director Carlson was unsure how you can attract interest in Town Hall in its current location.  What use is there 
for it there? 
 
Commissioner Krech mentioned it used to be used as a Halloween house and was packed.  It can be remodeled 
and use for historical things. 
 
Commissioner Joyce agreed it was used heavily then.  If it can be re-done where it is currently located it will be 
used. 
 
Director Carlson stated moving Town Hall creates a backdrop for the band shell.  It will get noticed and used 
rather than where it is by itself.  We can deal with moving the school as well. 
 
Commissioner Joyce was concerned with moving a brick structure that old. 
 
Director Carlson stated they could hire an architect to refurbish it after moving.  There would be a lot more 
meaning with it in a location it can be easily seen.  He doesn’t think anyone will have a reason to visit the 
building if it sits alone.  It will not be seen way over there. 
 
Mr. Rauschnot has lived and played around the Town Hall for many years.  He felt it loses its legacy once it is 
moved.  There are costs to moving it.  Costs you can use elsewhere.  Fixing it and moving it could cost as much 
as $200,000. 
 
Director Carlson stated that cost could be as much as building a band shell. 
 
Director Carlson stated Staff recommends the following changes to the plan you see in front of you today: 
 

1.  Remove the rustic shelter in the natural area.  It’s out in the open, who will use it? 
2. Remove the proposed nature trails within the natural area and leave it natural for wildlife. 
3. Remove the volleyball court and playground by the natural pond.  There will already be a main 

playground in the area close by.  Taking this away creates more open space.  There will be just a 
picnic shelter there. 

4. Remove any park improvements east of Doffing near the river.  They would encourage the marinas 
to acquire that property so that it’s theirs and not the City’s. 

5. Straighten the roadway alignment at 66th Street and Doffing Avenue. 
 

Motion by Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Huffman to proceed with the 
recommendations as stated. 
 
Commissioner Krech would like to make an amendment to the motion to state they look into having an 
entrance on 65th Street. 
 
Commissioners Johnson and Huffman agreed to the amendment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman wanted to add changing the name of Doffing to River Road to the motion. 
 
Commissioner Johnson agreed to the amendment. 
 
Commissioner Joyce does not want to have the Town Hall moved. 
 
Commissioner Krech wanted to know where they would put the schoolhouse then? 
 
Director Carlson clarified the motion which states they recommend to the City Council the information in the 
Staffs report, as well as finding a way to have 65th Street as an access through the park, to have Doffing Avenue 
changed to River Road, and to have the schoolhouse moved onto park property. 
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Commissioner’s Johnson and Huffman agreed with the motion clarification. 
 
Ayes:  6 (Solberg, Schueller, Johnson, Krech, Boehmer, Huffman) 
Nays: 3 (Joyce, Silvi, Eiden) 
Motion carried. 
 
Director Carlson stated he will report this information to the City Council and make sure there is a discussion on 
what should actually happen with the Town Hall. 
 
Commissioner Silvi felt the Town Hall should be a destination in itself. 
 
Commissioner Joyce agrees. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson stated during the week of October 25th, the National Recreation of Park Association Congress 
will be in Minneapolis.  It will be the first time they are back here since 1994.  Each Commissioner will get 
something in the mail inviting them to attend the exhibit hall free of charge.  They will show park equipment, 
maintenance equipment, software, etc.  He encourages them to attend, but the hours of the show are during the 
day which may make it difficult for those that work. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Boehmer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Silvi had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Solberg had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Joyce had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Johnson had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Krech felt this was a nice park plan.  They have just put a few finishing touches on it.  He 
appreciates everyone’s efforts on this. 
 
Director Carlson invited the Commission to attend a walking tour in the park along with the City Council on 
Saturday, November 6th at 9:00 a.m. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded Commissioner Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 p.m. 
 
Ayes:  9 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 


