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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Eiden called the April 13, 2011 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden, Vice Chair Dennis Schueller;  Commissioners: Chris Solberg, Marty Silvi, Stan 
Johnson, Keith Joyce, Jim Huffman, and Joe Boehmer 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent: Commissioner Willie Krech;  Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  VMCC/Grove Aquatic Report 
 
Aquatics Coordinator Tammy Abrahamson wanted to highlight a few things they have done differently at the 
Grove and the Swimming facility.   
They surveyed their members in regards to the open swim hours. They found that people wanted them to open 
earlier, particularly during the weekends. They will now be open from 12:00 until 6:30 p.m. beginning in March. 
They have over 1200 participants in the swimming lesson program.  They are adding an extra time slot during 
the evening lessons in the summer. 
They also have special events at the pool.  Some new ones include: 

-Schools Out Party.  It will be a beach themed party held on the last day of school, June 9th 
  -Party like a Pirate Day   
  -Olympics Day 
They will finish out the summer season with an Itty Bitty Beach Party for ages five and under. 
They continue to work with the School District as we are the home pool for the boys and girls Simley High 
School swim teams.  We host an average of 18 events with the teams during their seasons. 
They are under discussion with a group wanting to have a swim club here.  They have a diving club and a scuba 
group that come in on a regular basis. 
Concessions is another area that she oversees. 
They will be running the Rich Valley Concession stand again this year.   
This is our second season with the Hockey Association at the Arena.  That relationship seems to be going well. 
Birthday Parties: 
We added ice skating parties to our birthday party lineup.  We have sold a few of that type of party.  The Learn 
to Skate staff runs those parties for us. 
We sold 254 birthday parties in 2010.  The most popular is the swimming party. 
 
Commissioner Silvi commented it is nice to go there during spring break and see wall to wall kids having a great 
time.  They are doing a great job. 
 
Chair Eiden stated you have changed the hours for a month now.  Have you noticed any difference? 
 
Coordinator Abrahamson stated it is definitely a draw.  They were coming early anyway, but they would have to 
wait until the pool opened.  It’s nice to have it open earlier now. 
 
Chair Eiden asked about the Swim Club called the Thunderbolts.  Are they still around? 
 
Coordinator Abrahamson stated they are no longer in existence.  There is another group interested in starting a 
pilot program to see how it goes. 
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4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.ci.inver-grove-heights.mn.us 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be May 11, 2011.  Work Session 6:45 
p.m.; Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approval of Agenda 
 
B.  Approval of Minutes of March 9, 2011 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Solberg to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Review Plans for the Rock Island Swing Bridge Monument Sign 
 
Park and Recreation Director Eric Carlson stated that Commissioner Huffman has been very involved in 
securing artifacts from the Rock Island Swing Bridge.  Total Construction offered to store the artifacts for us.  
As a part of the bridge project, Mr. Frank Rauschnot, who owns a business in town, has offered his services to 
develop an idea and plan, as well as supply the materials to resurrect the sign from the old Rock Island Swing 
Bridge. 
 
Frank Rauschnot stated he has the pieces at his place.  His plan is to add a secondary leg and four mounts to 
keep the angle and keep it looking authentic.  This plan is also for added stability and it being in the flood plain.    
He thought some sort of light could light the 1894 portion of the sign.  In addition to the sign, there is also one 
big gear, another gear with a shaft on it, and a set of wheels that the bridge rotated on.  He thinks those pieces 
are the best ones to put somewhere nearby as you walk up to the bridge.  Maybe they could be mounted on some 
sort of pad so they stay stabilized.   You could place a plaque there saying what they did.  
 
Commissioner Silvi thought it was great that he is offering his time and expertise as well as working with 
Commissioner Huffman on this.  Do we need to look at extra funding for anything done here? 
 
Mr. Rauschnot responded anything he does will be on him.  The only thing you will have to do is have the 
footings put in.  He will do all the metal work and figure out how to get it over there.  Lines would need to be 
dropped for this to go through the area.  He is still in the planning stages of how to get this completed and 
transported. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer asked if you couldn’t lay it down on a trailer? 
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Mr. Rauschnot stated it may be too wide for a trailer.  They will have to see how it will flip. 
 
Commissioner Joyce wished Commissioner Krech was here with ideas on lighting.  Maybe they could put some 
solar LED lights on there so there are no lines.  That may be more conducive. 
 
Mr. Rauschnot felt solar would be ideal as you don’t have to deal with wiring. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked when you need to know things on this? 
 
Mr. Rauschnot hopes to work on it next week sometime.  He doesn’t have the gears or the set of rollers yet.  
 
Director Carlson stated they need to either be comfortable with or give direction to Mr. Rauschnot with what he 
is doing.  We can wait on the lighting once we get the sign in place.  As for the other parts and where to place 
them, they are developing a plan to incorporate historic information displays at the site.  We can figure out how 
to use those pieces to tell its historical story.  That won’t be done as part of what Mr. Rauschnot is doing. 
 
Chair Eiden asked what resources we have available in case we have to do extra work to complete the 
monument. 
 
Mr. Rauschnot asked Commissioner Boehmer what he thought Commissioner Krech would charge to do some 
of that work? 
 
Commissioner Boehmer felt that Commissioner Krech would probably supply the labor.  The cost would come 
from the concrete. 
 
Director Carlson stated any expenses should be minimal.  We don’t need to worry about having the resources to 
get this complete. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman, seconded by Commissioner Joyce to go ahead with the project as 
presented. 
 
Mr. Rauschnot wanted to add that it will be high enough to drive a full size truck under it.  The center part 
would be about 14 ½ feet high.  Both he and Commissioner Huffman didn’t think it needed to be painted.  It 
already has a very small amount of paint on it.   
 
Commissioner Boehmer asked if it was lead paint. 
 
Mr. Rauschnot has not checked for that yet.  If it is, he will have to clean it out with a special grit.  He doesn’t 
normally do any lead based things in his shop, but will clean it out for the project if needed. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked if the plan was to have this done before the grand opening? 
 
Mr. Rauschnot responded he would try. 
 
Director Carlson stated they will not be able to install this in time.  The bituminous work will not be done until 
later this year.  They want to wait until the work in the area is done and trails are in place.   
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Rauschnot commented that if anyone wanted to come down and check it out they are more than welcome to. 
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Director Carlson stated at the next meeting in May we take our annual park tour and we will go down to the 
bridge that night.  Maybe they could stop in with Mr. Rauschnot that night and take a look.  He will contact him 
prior to see if it works out. 
 
Chair Eiden thanked Mr. Rauschnot for his generosity. 
 
B.  Review Trail Gap Findings and Recommendations 
 
Director Carlson stated Parks Superintendent Mark Borgwardt is here to update you on where we are at with the 
trail gap study as well as information from the public meeting that was held back in March.  He will present the 
report that has been put together. 
 
Mark Borgwardt, Parks Superintendent spoke about the trail gap study.   
The Trail Study Goals and Objectives: 
 Study Goal:   To prioritize trail improvements to enhance connectivity and safety 
 Study Objectives: Identify gaps in the trail network 
     Develop criteria to prioritize gap improvements 
     Make recommendations for trail gap improvements  

(Locations, cost estimates, and implementation strategies) 
 Trails:  Improve Quality of Life 
  *Increased mobility 
  *Commuting 
  *Errands 
  *To/From School 
  *Options for non-drivers 
  *Recreation and transportation 
  *Essential for transit system 
60% of Inver Grove Heights residents have used the trail system in the last year. 
 Trails:  Enhance Community Livability 
  *Allow people to connect with nature 
  *Save energy and reduce emissions 
  *Build sense of community 
  *Connect people and neighborhoods 
 Trail and Gap Study Process: 
  1.  Trail Systems Evaluation – November 2010 
  2.  Council and Commission Input – November 2010 
  3.  Draft Priority Trail Improvement Recommendations – February 2011 
  4.  Community Review – March 2011 
  5.  Final Trail Improvement Recommendations – April/May 2011 
 Community and Stakeholder Input 
  *City staff coordination and planning meetings and held evaluations 
  *2010 Community Survey by Decision Resources 
  *City Council work session meeting and input 
  *Planning Commission meeting and input 
  *Community Open House meeting – review and prioritization of gaps 
 What we heard: 

*Residents are supportive of and excited about the completion of the Mississippi River Trail 
and Swing Bridge in 2011. About 30 residents were in attendance.   

  *Closing trail and sidewalk gaps would make would make the existing system usable. 
*Better connections and safety enhancements are needed for getting to the Community Center 
and City Hall. Difficult to get across 80th due to the wide road. 

  *Close trail gaps providing trail access to North and South Valley Parks. 
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*In addition to trails and sidewalks, there is an interest in on-road bikeways and safer street 
crossings.  Safety especially a concern in the area to get over to the Mississippi River Regional 
Trail. 

 Existing Conditions: 
  *25 miles of paved multi-use trails 
  *23 miles of sidewalks 
  *Most are located in the largely developed central and north central portion of the City 

*Existing system is generally in good condition and serves the developed portion of the City 
well 

 Gaps and Needs: 
 Gaps and needs within the Inver Grove Heights trail and sidewalk system include: 
  *Improved east-west connections for biking and walking 

*Improved bikeway connections for the Mississippi River Trail and the Mississippi River 
*Fill gaps to create loop trails connecting parks and neighborhoods on either side of TH 52 
*Enhancing walkability and safety at some schools and around City Hall/Community Center 
campus 
*Improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and convenience on some narrow and well traveled 
roads. 

 Criteria for Prioritizing TRAIL Improvements: 
  1.  Connects existing trails and sidewalks 

2.  Connects residents to key destinations, parks, regional trails, shops, senior housing, 
restaurants, and community buildings (schools, library, community center, etc.) 

  3.  Located in the developed area of the City 
  4.  Enhances safety 
  5.  Minimal land use concerns 
  6.  Creates loop trail opportunities 
  7.  Available right of way 
  8.  Feasible and cost effective 
  9.  Coordinated with planned road improvements 
From the information we have received from several sources we have came up with 29 trail and sidewalk gaps.  
Nine are priority.  Three gaps were planned for 2011 construction.  Those include: 
        *Mississippi River Regional Trail 
        *Swing Bridge Connection 
        *Dawn Way from 70th Street to 66th Street 
  Priority Gaps:  Improving Access to Parks 
   E-1 is a small piece off of 65th Street into North Valley Park 
   W is a dead end trail on the west side of South Valley 
   N is a section off 80th Street off of South Valley 
   Y would connect Upper 55th to Salem Hills School and through the park 
   L would link Oakwood, Ernster, and Riverfront Parks 
  Priority Gaps:  Improving Access to Key Destinations 
   P along College Trail between Broderick and Cahill 
   Q is Broderick along College Trail up to 80th Street 
   V is along Babcock north to Upper 55th, past CHS and up to I-494 
  Priority Gaps:  Civic Campus 

R would improve bike-walk conditions and connections to the Veteran’s Memorial 
Community Center and City Hall.  Add bituminous along Babcock and concrete 
sidewalk along Babcock and 80th.  It would provide more connectivity and safety. 

 
Commissioner Johnson asked about the ones marked in green.  Aren’t they already funded? 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded that the one from 70th to 66th Street along Dawn Way is part of a 
construction project taking place this summer.  It will be before the City Council for approval in using State Aid 
Funds.  This may be one recommendation this Commission makes.  This is just from 66th to 70th, along Skyview 
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Park.  The other one was the Mississippi River Regional Trail. There is a small section missing from Cahill up 
to Old Concord.  The County has that all budgeted.  There’s another section funded along the trail as well 
further south. 
 
Commissioner Joyce commented the map shows Item H. You have written that its 66th from Dawn Way to the 
Swing Bridge, but the map shows that it is only from Concord to the Swing Bridge.  Which is correct? 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded that is along 66th Street.  That section is from Concord down to the Swing 
Bridge.  That will be funded in part of the DNR Grant. 
 
Commissioner Silvi commented you would have to cross Concord without any safety measures. 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt spoke about possible funding sources: 
  *General Fund.  Best used for smaller projects.   

*State Aid Funds.  Engineering would like to use that section along Dawn Way from 70th to 66th 
Street. 
*Trails and sidewalks:  Make the developer pay for them as part of the development. 

  *Park and Trail Dedication Fund. Developers give us money in lieu of land.   
*Partnerships can provide funding, design, outreach, and maintenance.  For example, the trail 
along Babcock over by CHS.  Maybe they would be interested in helping pay for the trail as 
their employees could use the trail at lunchtime. 

   *Donations.  There may be someone that wants to donate money for a trail. 
*Grants.  There are a lot of Grants out there with the DNR, Dakota County, and Active Living 
to name a few.   
 

Commissioner Huffman asked about “L”.  How would that work?  How do you get Grants for that?   
 
Superintendent Borgwardt responded a big part of that goes along 70th Street.  Maybe you could use Park 
Dedication dollars there, or maybe get a Grant.  Grants are used to align needs that match the goals of the 
funding program.  For example concerns of safety or connectivity.  Maybe you find a Grant because kids are in 
danger crossing Concord.  A Grant for the Oakwood section could be for connectivity.  There may be a Grant 
that likes the idea of connecting those parks plus access to the Mississippi River Trail.  There could be a 
combination of safety and connectivity there.  Some Grants have a maximum grant award.  A lot of Grants 
require match requirements.  There are some Grants that have a preferred project size. 
At this time he recommends that you support the Mississippi River Regional Trail connections.  You support the 
sidewalk along Dawn Way, from 70th to 66th Street using 100% State Aid dollars with no assessments to 
residents.  We can then look at the other priorities.  The Civic Campus, of all the priorities, is pretty significant 
in that we should provide a good example by connecting the trails in the area. 
 
Commissioner Joyce commented as a whole he can support the plan as written.  We need to understand where 
the funding comes from.  He would like to see some prioritization of the remaining yellow trails, as well as the 
possible funding sources.  Do you need more than the support of the plan tonight? 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt stated direction would give us some idea of those in yellow.  Which ones do you 
think are the highest priority? 
 
Commissioner Johnson liked the Civic one.  We need to set that up as our number one priority, but try for 
various grants.  Then we are looking at numbers after the fact. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated the prioritization could be driven by what is in terms of the funding. 
 
Chair Eiden would propose we reduce the nine gaps down to three.  We know what people want and where the 
priorities are.   If you prioritize the gaps based on the amount of money it takes to do them, that’s backwards. 
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Commissioner Johnson felt the Civic one sets an example for the community.  If you can show us funding, we 
can move forward from there. 
 
Commissioner Joyce didn’t feel they had enough information to proceed further with the others not knowing the 
funding and grant possibilities.  The Campus is of the higher priority, be it the most expensive. 
 
Chair Eiden needed clarification.  We have been given a list of what they want.  Criteria was set up.  Do you 
need us to agree with this plan?  If that is in agreement, then we go back and figure out how we are going to 
accomplish those priorities. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Silvi to proceed with the plan as presented.   
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
Superintendent Borgwardt stated he will come back with some more specific funding possibilities.  He thinks 
the motion supports the three that are up for construction this summer. 
 
Commissioner Silvi appreciated the work that Superintendent Borgwardt does writing Grants. 
 
C.  Review Park Naming Policy 
 
Director Carlson stated the Commission is to consider a park naming policy.  The City has not adopted a policy.  
From time to time the City does acquire land.  We should have a process to name those facilities.  There may be 
some properties that the City owns that haven’t gone through a process.  A name was given and maybe there 
wasn’t thought behind it.  We have looked at other communities naming policies and came up with one that 
would be good for your consideration.  If you are comfortable with what we are proposing it would go before 
the City Council for final approval. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Solberg to approve the plan as presented. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
Director Carlson stated if the City Council is comfortable with the policy as written, our next step would be to 
bring to you a list of all of our parks, their names, boundaries, and size, so that you will have recognized what 
our parks are, their names, etc.   
When it comes to the next item on the agenda, it will be important to know the rules within parks. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked if we are looking at designating this campus as a park area? 
 
Director Carlson stated that was part of the whole process.  He sees different things as to what a park is and 
what its not.  Take Southern Lakes for example.  This park has a ball field, a playground, and a skating rink in 
the winter.  We paved a trail.  That land is not connected to what people refer to as Southern Lakes Park.  Is that 
a park or isn’t it a park?  Is it separate or the same?  By going through the process we can figure that out. 
 
D.  Review Changes to the Park and Recreation Ordinances 
 
Director Carlson stated as the ordinances currently exist, there isn’t an ordinance like the one in front of you.  
Rules for dogs, parks, trails, and vehicles in the park are all in city codes and not in any one section.  We have 
tried to grab all those rules pertaining to parks and create a chapter that relates to parks.   This is so people don’t 
have to search all over the codes for what to do and not do in parks.  The other piece of it is that we have made 
some changes in areas we felt the current ordinance isn’t adequate or address issues.  He encourages the 
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Commission to ask questions about any item.   It will go to the City Council for three readings before becoming 
an official City ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Joyce questioned an item on the second page, number five.  It states no post, paste, fasten, paint, 
or affix any placard.  How does that work in Rich Valley by the soccer fields?  We have an official posting 
board.  Is that open for clubs to post on there? 
 
Director Carlson commented that was a good question.  We probably need to amend the language to state that it 
isn’t a designated posting location such as a bulletin board. 
 
Chair Eiden mentioned that more than one time in here it references the City Administrator as the person named 
to do things.  In some areas it was taken out.  He is suggesting that the phrase be put back in there.  It doesn’t 
state his or her designee throughout. 
 
Director Carlson stated because it was inconsistent in the code itself, the definition as the City Administrator is 
his or her designee. Instead of having to apply that every time, City Administrator is designated as his or her 
designee.  Just saying City Administrator covers both.   
 
Commissioner Joyce questioned number eight.  Place onto to or remove from any waters covering City waters… 
The way it was stated would prohibit the City from doing things that could need to be done. 
 
Director Carlson stated it doesn’t prohibit the City from putting out fountains.  Our park maintenance can have a 
motorized boat on any body of water, but you as a citizen cannot have a motorized boat for any reason.  What 
this says, for example, at River Front Park, you can have a canoe.  You cannot take a john boat with a motor and 
put it in the river.  
 
Vice Chair Schueller commented about Simley Lake.  The lake itself is not the park, the land itself is?  The land 
underneath of water is owned by individuals around the lake. 
 
Director Carlson felt the body of water is part of the City Park, but would have to check to make sure. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated if he wants to take his john boat out there he can? 
 
Director Carlson stated he could launch it off his property but not on the parks property.  We do need to clarify 
that.   
There are a couple of items he needs the Commission to pay attention to.   
On page F.  Animals.  No person shall bring an animal into any park unless it is on a leash no more than six feet 
in length.  No dogs are allowed into high activity area such as Rich Valley baseball fields, softball fields, soccer 
fields.  Make sure you know what this says and understand it.   
 
Commissioner Joyce asks how this is enforced.  
 
Director Carlson responded it is enforced by the Police Department.  They will respond via complaints by 
residents or City Staff.   
 
Commissioner Silvi asked if we didn’t have it stated as long as the Dog is under control? 
 
Commissioner Solberg thought it was under voice control. 
 
Director Carlson stated this was effective in 1974.   The dog is under better control on a leash.  The point is if 
you are walking on a trail, it is better controlled on a leash.  Flexi-lead or similar leash is also allowable. 
Another area to pay attention to is under vehicles.  In the past, Commissioner Silvi wanted to talk about 
motorized vehicles on trails. You can see as the ordinance is written you cannot have motorized vehicles on 
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trails or in the parks system unless it is a designated parking lot. The exception is used for handicapped 
accessibilility.  This is 7-5-2 in your handout. 
 
Commissioner Joyce asked about golf carts used by handicapped people. 
 
Director Carlson stated the exceptions to that would be electric wheelchairs and other powered driven mobility 
devices to assist a person with a physical disability.   
 
Commissioner Joyce asked if a handicapped person with a golf cart is allowable? 
 
Director Carlson responded he would need to get clarification on that. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Joyce, seconded by Commissioner Huffman to recommend to the City Council 
the approval of the ordinance with the proposed changes. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked to clarify what we are doing.  We are not making any laws here.  We are moving to 
allow the ordinances and laws that pertain to the parks to be put with the parks code. 
 
Director Carlson stated if you support the motion that was made; you are recommending the Council adopt the 
amendments in front of you.  They may adopt them or change them. 
 
Chair Eiden stated there are two questions here. First is to put all of the pieces together.  Secondly, there are 
changes to the current ordinance.  The motion is to forward this with changes to be part of the new ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Silvi stated if a person purchased a bicycle with a motor on it, you would need a special permit to 
use it? 
 
Director Carlson stated only if handicapped can you use it in the parks. 
 
Commissioner Silvi felt we should not be restricting people in the parks because of physical differences. You 
can be physically limited and not be handicapped. 
 
Director Carlson stated as the ordinance is written you would have to be handicapped in order to use an electric 
device in the park. 
 
Commissioner Joyce felt if you were that limited, you would have a notification sticker that states that. 
 
Commissioner Silvi stated in order to have a handicapped sticker on your car, it means you can’t travel 100 
yards or more from one point to the next.  You can’t go around a park system pedaling a bicycle.  If you have a 
motorized assist on that you would be able to do that.   
 
Commissioner Huffman commented one would need to get approval from your doctor to get that tag. 
 
Commissioner Joyce understood Commissioner’s Silvi’s point.  At a later time we may be able to establish a 
permitting process for the gap.  He doesn’t think we can define it in an ordinance.  
 
Director Carlson stated we had a Consultant review the ordinance.  Their feedback was that the way it is written 
is fine and legal.  As Commissioner Joyce suggested, they would recommend we define it further.  There are 
other definitions you can put in the code so you can narrow it down. Council may want us to do that.  He will 
make sure they are aware of that. 
 
Commissioner Silvi stated it is similar to the golf course where you have senior tees.  We should be looking at 
those types of instances within a park system.  You shouldn’t have to go through the status of having a 
handicapped sticker.  
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Director Carlson stated he will explore the topic further with the Consultant and seek their advice. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
E.  Review Rock Island Swing Bridge Rules 
 
Director Carlson stated we need to establish a set of rules for the Rock Island Swing Bridge.  This is in part so 
the City can use recreational immunity as a defense for people using the structure.  The rules could be 
established and in place prior to it’s opening June 8th.  Rules are attached in your packets. 
 
Commissioner Joyce stated he has an issue with the word please.  He doesn’t think we should state please pick 
up after your pet.  We should be stating you should be picking up after your pet.  We expect you to do it, so you 
should do it.  He would like to see the word please taken out in the three areas it is located. 
 
Commissioner Solberg felt it was common courtesy to put the word in there.  
 
Commissioner’s Johnson, Boehmer, and Huffman didn’t mind the word please in there. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if putting up a sign will release us from liability and/or responsibility if someone is 
injured?   
 
Director Carlson responded that we can always be sued, but we can state we had a posting of a set of rules.  It 
doesn’t mean a jury will see it that way, but we put ourselves in a good position of not being guilty. 
 
Director Carlson stated we are never really safe, but what we are doing is taking the proper risk steps.  We are 
notifying the public of what you shouldn’t do. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi, seconded by Commissioner Boehmer to approve as presented. 
 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 1 (Joyce) Motion carried. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson will stand by for any questions. 
 
Commissioner Solberg stated not too long ago we had Bruce Blair from the County here regarding a trail under 
the railroad bridge on Inver Grove Trail.  How has this worked out? 
 
Director Carlson stated the City and the County are under discussion for construction of the trail.  Their plans 
were to construct the trail, they would have to cross the street and then cross the street again. Their hopes were 
to create a tunnel on the West side of Inver Grove trail.  He doesn’t have an update but will find out and get 
back to you. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller noticed some controlled burning at Simley Island Park. 
 
Director Carlson stated it was approved last year to have shoreline restoration.  It was a two phase approach.  
Phase one was restored along the island itself.  Phase two was from the walkway to the island to the east.  That 
company was hired to do the prairie burn to remove some non-native vegetation.  They will do some plantings 
once that sits. We ran out of weather last year and couldn’t finish it. 
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10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Solberg had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Joyce was hoping not to see any snow this weekend. 
 
Commissioner Johnson had no comment. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller stated the Golf Course is open and running well.  He was there today with the high school 
golf team. The course does an outstanding job, as does the staff, in working with the high schools.  Five Schools 
were using the driving range yesterday. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Silvi had two items.  When we had our meeting with the City Council, he was wondering about 
the committee for the golf course. Why don’t we have anyone from the Park Commission on that committee?  
This is a group that consists of you, the City Planner, and Mr. McMurchie.  He thinks it would be a good idea to 
have someone from the Commission on it. 
 
Director Carlson will look into that. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller agreed that there is a group there but there is not anyone from this Commission on it. 
 
Commissioner Silvi stated he has had three calls about how much money we are saving on the golf course by 
having the vending machines there.  Currently they have someone there to help them.  We are not planning on 
having a person and a machine there at the same time are we? 
 
Director Carlson stated they won’t have someone there all the time.  For a short period of time they will have 
someone there to help educate people on its use.  There are still paid staff members there for other jobs. 
 
Chair Eiden stated we will meet again May 11th.  Check out the City website and look for all of the things going 
on. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi, seconded Commissioner Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays:   0 Motion carried. 
   
 
 


