
  

 

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

-REVISED- 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2011 

8150 BARBARA AVENUE 

7:00 P.M. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PRESENTATIONS: 

4. CONSENT AGENDA – All items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and have been made available  

  to the City Council at least two days prior to the meeting; the items will be enacted in one motion.  There will be no  

  separate discussion of these items unless a Council member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be  

  removed from this Agenda and considered in normal sequence.       

A. Minutes – September 26, 2011 Regular Council Meeting         

B.  Resolution Approving Disbursements for Period Ending October 5, 2011      

C.  Change Order No. 1 and Pay Voucher No. 1 for City Project No. 2011-09F, 65th Street  

Construction              

D. Change Order No. 1 and Pay Voucher No. 3 for City Project No. 2010-09I, Blaine Avenue  

Mill and Repave              

E. Resolution Accepting Individual Project Order No. 17D with Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc.  

for Additional Construction Phase Services for City Project No. 2011-09D, South Grove  

Street Reconstruction Area 6            

F.  Appointment of Board Member to the Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management  

Organization (LMRWMO)            

G.  Resolution Accepting the Draft Feasibility Study for City Project No. 2010-22, Ravine  

Pond Erosion Mitigation and Authorize Removal of Sediment per Contractors Quote    

H.   Resolutions Calling for Hearing on Proposed Assessments, Declaring Costs to be  

Assessed and Ordering Preparation of Proposed Assessments for 2011 Pavement  

Management Program, City Project No. 2010-09I – Blaine Avenue (North Area) Full  

Depth Mill and Repave from Upper 55th Street to 50th Street       

I.   Approve RFP for Massage Therapy Services at the VMCC/Grove       

J.  Approve Contractor to Replace Domestic Hot Water Storage Tank at the VMCC     

K.  Approve Purchase of New Ice Resurfacer          

L. Approve Grant for Heritage Village Park Wetland Restoration       

 

 



M.  Resolution Approving Use of Eminent Domain to Acquire Real Property from Private  

Property Owner as required for Heritage Village Park Trail Improvements included in  

City Project No. 2011-08            

N.  Approve Resolution for Local Trail Grant Application for North Valley Park      

O.   Approve Purchase of Vehicle Mounted Message Boards for Emergency Response      

P.  Approve Temporary 3.2 Liquor License for Inver Hills Community College     

Q.  Approve Mileage Reimbursement for City Administrator         

R.  Personnel Actions             

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT – Public comment provides an opportunity for the public to address the Council on items  

 that are not on the Agenda.  Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per person.  

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

7.  REGULAR AGENDA:   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

A. WALMART STORES, INC; Consider a Resolution amending the PUD approval to allow the store to  

remain open 24 hours on Thanksgiving Day         

B. SPIRE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION; Consider a Resolution relating to a Preliminary & Final Plat, 

Preliminary & Final PUD Development Plan and Development Contract for Brentwood Hills Second  

Addition property located on north side of Upper 55th Street, west of Brent Avenue    

C. IGH INVESTMENTS, LLC; Consider a Resolution relating to the Final Plat, Final PUD Development  

Plan and Development Contract for Argenta Hills 4th Addition       

D. DAKOTA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT;  Consider the Second reading of an Amendment to the  

City Code (Subdivision Regulations) relating to allowing subdivisions for the creation of public  

land subject to administrative approval          

E. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider the Second Reading of an Ordinance Amendment to  

Chapter 10 of the City Code relating to updates to the Floodplain Management District and  

adoption of the new FEMA Floodplain Maps          

PUBLIC WORKS: 

F. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution Prohibiting Parking on Portions of  

College Trail from Broderick Boulevard to Cahill Avenue        

G. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Resolution Prohibiting Parking on Both Sides of the  

Trunk Highway 52 East Frontage Road from Inver Grove Trail to 117th Street East    

H. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Resolution Adopting the Final Assessment Roll for City  

Project No. 2008-13, Courthouse Boulevard Court Street Improvements     

I. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider First Reading of an Ordinance Prohibiting the Use of  

Coal Tar-Based Sealer             



J.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Second Reading of an Ordinance Adding Inver Grove  

Heights City Code, Title 9, Chapter 5, Section 9-5-13, Regarding Illicit Connections and  

Discharges to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)        

ADMINISTRATION:  

K. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider First Reading of an Ordinance relating to Domestic  

Partnership Registration             

L. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Third Reading of an Ordinance Amending City  

Code Title 9, Chapter 5, Section 9-5-5 relating to Compliance Requirements for Land  

Alterations                

M.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Third Reading of an Ordinance Amending City  

Code Title 4, Chapter 1, Article A, Section 4 relating to Types of Intoxicating Liquor  

Licenses and a Resolution Adopting Temporary On Sale Liquor License Fees     

8.  MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

9. ADJOURN: 



 
 INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2011 - 8150 BARBARA AVENUE 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:   The City Council of Inver Grove Heights met in regular session on 
Monday, September 26, 2011, in the City Council Chambers.  Mayor Tourville called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m. Present were Council members Grannis, Klein, Madden and Piekarski Krech; City 
Administrator Lynch, Assistant City Administrator Teppen, City Attorney Kuntz, Public Works Director  
Thureen, Parks and Recreation Director Carlson, and Community Development Director Link. 

3. PRESENTATIONS:   

A.  Rock Island Swing Bridge Recreation Pier Partners Presentation 

Tracy Petersen, Recreation Superintendent, explained the Rock Island Swing Bridge Recreation Pier 
Project donation program was developed to assist in deferring some of the costs of the project.  A plaque 
embedded in one of the stones with the names of the Mississippi River Partners will be displayed at the 
bridge.  In total, the program received $6,690.17 in contributions.  Ms. Petersen recognized the following 
donors as Shore Partners for contributions between $25-$499:  G.L. Fett, Gretchen Fett, Cub Pharmacy, 
Jan Thoemke, Chester and Janet Swanson, Chuck Kleckner, Janet Derow, George Tourville, Richard & 
Janet Jacka, Charles Jones, Marilyn Tempel, and Illetschko’s Meat & Smokehouse.  The following donors 
were recognized as Mississippi Partners for contributions of $1,000 or more:  Simley High School History 
Class Students, Jim Huffman & Family, Vance “Chip” Grannis, SKB Environmental, Total Construction &  
Equipment, Inc., Becky Austing representing Industrial Metal Fabrication & Repair.  Ms. Petersen thanked  
all those who contributed and encouraged residents to visit the pier.   

Mayor Tourville stated the donation program was an on-going process and contributions would still be  
accepted.  He thanked those that had already participated in the program for their donations.   

4. CONSENT AGENDA:   

Councilmember Klein removed Item 4A, Minutes of September 12, 2011 Regular Council Meeting, from  
the Consent Agenda. 

Councilmember Madden removed Item 4F, Approve an Amendment to the 2011 Joint Powers Agreement  
with Dakota County SWCD for Services Provided on City Project No. 2011-09D - South Grove Area 6,  
from the Consent Agenda. 

Mayor Tourville removed Item 4I, Approve Documents related to the Foreclosure of Vacant Lots within the  
Plat of Summit Pines, from the Consent Agenda. 

B. Resolution No. 11-164 Approving Disbursements for Period Ending September 21, 2011 

C. Pay Voucher No. 2 for City Project No. 2010-09I, Blaine Avenue Mill and Repave 

D.  Pay Voucher No. 3 for City Project No. 2011-09D, South Grove Urban Street Reconstruction –  
Area 6 

E. Resolution No. 11-165 Accepting Quotes and Awarding Contract for the 2011 Storm Water  
Facility Maintenance Program – City Project No. 2011-17 

G. Resolution No. 11-166 Calling for Hearing on Proposed Assessments and Resolution No. 11-167 
Declaring Costs to be Assessed and Ordering Preparation of Proposed Assessments for 2011 
Pavement Management Program – City Project No. 2011-09F, 65th Street Reconstruction  
(from Concord Boulevard to 200’ West) 

H. Resolution No. 11-168 Calling for Hearing on Proposed Assessments and Resolution No. 11-169 
Declaring Costs to be Assessed and Ordering Preparation of Proposed Assessments for  
City Project No. 2000-10, 117th Street and T.H. 52 Interchange 
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J. Resolution No. 11-170 Calling for Hearing on Proposed Assessments and Resolution No. 11-171 
Declaring Costs to be Assessed and Ordering Preparation of Proposed Assessments for Nuisance  
Abatement 

K. Resolution No. 11-172 Authorize Execution of Joint Powers Agreement with Dakota County to  
Implement Outdoor Warning Siren Narrow Banding 

L. Personnel Actions  

Motion by Madden, second by Grannis, to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

A. Minutes – September 12, 2011 Regular Council Meeting 

Councilmember Klein stated he would abstain from the vote because he did not attend the meeting on  
September 12th.   

Motion by Grannis, second by Madden, to approve the Minutes of the September 12, 2011 Regular  
Council Meeting 

Ayes: 4 
Nays: 0 
Abstain: 1 (Klein) Motion carried. 

F. Approve an Amendment to the 2011 Joint Powers Agreement with Dakota County SWCD for  
Services Provided on City Project No. 2011-09D, South Grove Area 6 

Councilmember Madden asked where the money came from to reconstruct.   

Mr. Kaldunski explained the money to do the reconstruction work is coming from the same funds that were  
used for the construction.   

Councilmember Madden asked how similar problems would be avoided in the future.   

Mr. Kaldunski stated a different mixture was being used in response to the issues that were encountered. 

Motion by Madden, second by Klein, to approve an amendment to the 2011 Joint Powers 
Agreement with Dakota County SWCD for Services provided on City Project No. 2011-09D, South  
Grove Area 6 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

I. Approve Documents related to the Foreclosure of Vacant Lots within the Plat of Summit Pines 

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS ITEM 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

A.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Assessment Hearing for City Project No. 2010-09D, Urban Street  
Reconstruction, South Grove Area 5 

Mr. Kaldunski reviewed the project area and stated improvements included street reconstruction, curb and 
gutter, concrete sidewalk, storm sewer, water main, grading, street lighting, landscaping, restoration and 
appurtenances.  The total project cost was $3,872,856.17 and 405 properties were proposed to be 
assessed.  The proposed assessment roll was based on the single-family assessment cap of $4,000 and 
a townhome/multi-family assessment cap of $2,000.  The proposed caps were recommended in the 
assessment analysis completed by Metzen Appraisals.  The cumulative total assessments for parcels in 
the project area exceeded the respective caps.  Amounts in excess of the cap would be paid by the 
Pavement Management Fund.  If the parcel was previously assessed for another South Grove project or 
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the 70th Street project, that amount was deducted from the cap to calculate the final assessment.  The total 
amount proposed to be assessed was $1,112,723.76, approximately 29% of the total project costs.  An 
assessment term of 10 years at a 4.8% interest rate was recommended.  An assessment term of 15 years 
at 4.8% interest rate was recommended for non-government, non-profit parcels.  The assessment deferral 
policy was reviewed.  A brief overview of the September 15, 2011 informational meeting was provided.   
Two notices of objection to assessment were received and presented to the City Council.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned if the proposed interest rate was the same as what was  
certified for the previous South Grove projects.   

Mr. Kaldunski stated the proposed rate was lower than what was charged for previous projects.    

Councilmember Piekarski Krech stated she would like to keep the interest rate as low as possible.   

Mayor Tourville suggested that the objection notices received from Grace Church and James & Bonnie  
Smith be formally accepted by the Council.   

Motion by Klein, second by Piekarski Krech, to receive notices of objection to assessment from  
Grace Church and James & Bonnie Smith.  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

Debbie Best, 3712 Conroy Trail, asked what the process was to pay an assessment.   

Mr. Kaldunski explained after the Council took action, an invoice would be sent out to all property owners 
with the final cost of their assessment.  He stated the property owner had the option to pay the 
assessment, interest free, within 30 days.  If the property owner does not pay the full amount due within 30 
days, the assessment would be certified to Dakota County and would be payable with 2012 property  
taxes.     

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to close the public hearing 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

Councilmember Piekarski Krech asked when the interest would start to accrue on the account. 

Mr. Kuntz explained if the assessment is not prepaid within 30 days, interest would accrue from the date  
the assessment was levied by the Council, September 26, 2011.  State statute mandates  
that unpaid assessments be certified to the county after 30 days and that time period would begin to  
elapse on September 27, 2011.  He noted that the first installment of payments, due with payable 2012  
property taxes, would include the accrued interest from the period of 9/26/11-12/31/12.         

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned if there were other instances in which the Council opted to  
delay the accrual of interest.  

Mr. Kuntz recalled that the Council delayed the accrual of an interest for one particular project because the  
work was not completed at the time the assessment was levied.   

Mr. Thureen confirmed that it was done for City Project No. 2003-03 because the work was not completed, 
the considerable amounts of the assessments proposed to be levied, and the timing (date) of the public  
hearing.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech suggested that the Council delay the date on which interest would begin  
to accrue from September 26, 2011 until November 1, 2011. 

Mayor Tourville stated he would be willing to defer the accrual of interest until December 31st.   

Mr. Lynch clarified that delaying the accrual of interest would have an impact as the City would incur the 
costs associated with holding the interest for three (3) months.  He suggested that the Council consider  
a decrease to the interest rate rather than changing the City’s common practices with respect to the time  
frames associated with the payment of assessments and the accrual of interest.  
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Mayor Tourville opined that he has heard more complaints from residents about the payment due dates  
and when the interest begins to accrue rather than about the interest rate.  

Lyle Dixon, 7560 Cloman Way, asked when residents would receive an invoice.   

Mr. Kaldunski stated invoices would be received approximately 2-3 days after the Council meeting.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned how much the proposed interest rate could be reduced. 

Mr. Lynch explained the policy has been to charge an interest rate that is equivalent to 1% over the bond  
rate.  He cautioned the Council on straying from the adopted practices and policies related to the accrual  
of interest. He stated a precedent would be set for future projects if the established practices are modified. 
He reiterated that the Council cannot change the time period in which the assessment can be paid without  
interest.    

Councilmember Madden suggested that the Council adopt the proposed interest rate and assessment  
term to avoid setting a precedent for future projects.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech opined that something should be done with the interest rate to alleviate 
some of the burden on property owners.  She stated that it is an unprecedented time given the decrease in  
home values and state of the economy.     

Motion by Klein, second by Grannis, to approve Resolution No. 11-173 adopting the Final 
Assessment Roll for the 2010 Pavement Management Program, City Project No. 2010-09D – Urban  
Street Reconstruction, South Grove Area 5  

Ayes: 4  
Nays: 1 (Piekarski Krech) Motion carried. 

7. REGULAR AGENDA: 

ADMINISTRATION: 

A. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Proposal for Tunnel Painting Contest 

Mark Borgwardt, Park Superintendent, stated every year the Parks Division paints the three tunnels in the 
parks system multiple times due to graffiti vandalism.  The cost to paint the tunnels is approximately $250 
each time.  In some instances the annual cost of painting the tunnels exceeded $2,500.  As part of a Girl 
Scouts project, Inver Grove Heights resident Catherine Link proposed a graffiti art contest program as a 
way to reduce inappropriate graffiti in the College Trail tunnel.  Many cities have initiated programs that 
encourage graffiti “art” as a productive way to channel energy and provide a palate for graffiti artists to 
express themselves.  Approximately 40 residents signed a petition in support of Ms. Link’s proposal.  It is 
anticipated that the annual costs would be approximately $500 and would be funded from the Parks 
Division budget.  Mr. Borgwart opined that the program could be a creative way to help the City and the 
Parks Department reduce the costs associated with painting the tunnels.  He commended Ms. Link for  
taking the initiative to develop the program.   

Catherine Link, 8340 Carew Court, explained her proposal and reviewed the premise of the contest.  She 
stated she did research and found other examples in which graffiti problems were reduced as a result of 
having murals or other artwork painted on various surfaces.  She noted the contest could be held on an  
annual basis.  A letter of support from the Birchwood Ponds Association was presented.     

The City Council discussed the proposal and the consensus was that the contest was a great idea that  
had the potential to yield positive results.     

Councilmember Klein opined that if the contest was successful for the College Trail tunnel it could be  
expanded in subsequent years. 

Motion by Klein, second by Piekarski Krech, to approve proposal for Tunnel Painting Contest 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
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B. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Discuss Potential Acquisition of Lethert Property and Requisite  
Changes to the Existing Septic System 

Mr. Lynch informed the Council that Mr. Lethert requested that the item be tabled until the next regular  
Council meeting. 

Motion by Piekarski Krech, second by Madden, to table discussion of the item to the October 10,  
2011 Regular Council Meeting  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

C. INVERHILLS CHURCH; Consider a Resolution relating to a Variance to Allow More than One Free  
Standing Sign for property located at 8265 Babcock Trail 

Mr. Link reviewed the location of the property on the north side of Highway 55. The property is 13.4 acres 
and is zoned P, Institutional.  The applicant proposed to construct a second freestanding sign, 
approximately 70 square feet, on the property whereas one (1) sign is allowed in the zoning district.  The 
property currently has one (1) freestanding sign near the entrance off of Babcock Trail, one (1) wall sign 
on the church, and one (1) temporary sign on the west side of the church.  The temporary sign would be 
removed if the second freestanding sign was approved.  The applicant requested the second freestanding 
sign for visibility purposes from Highway 55.  The church has 1500 feet of frontage along Highway 55.  
The majority of businesses located along a highway are typically zoned commercial or industrial and both 
designations would allow more than one freestanding sign, provided the size of the property would allow it.      
The requested variance is in accord with the general purpose and intent of the city ordinance and is 
consistent with the comprehensive plan.  The proposed sign would not have a negative impact on the 
surrounding properties, and the property owner has proposed to utilize the property in a reasonable  
manner.  Both Planning staff and the Planning Commission recommended approval of the request.     

Bart Thompson, Pastor of Inver Hills Church, thanked everyone for their cooperation. He stated the church 
has been working for a long time with other agencies to obtain approval for a sign on their frontage along  
Highway 55.    

Motion by Madden, second by Klein, to adopt Resolution No. 11-174 relating to a Variance to allow  
more than one free standing sign for property located at 8265 Babcock Trail 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0  Motion carried. 

D. CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider the First Reading of an Amendment to the City Code 
(Subdivision Regulations) relating to Allowing Subdivisions for the Creation of Public Land Subject to  
Administrative Approval  

Mr. Link stated Dakota County was in the process of acquiring land or easements for the section of the 
Mississippi River Regional Trail through the City.  This particular instance involved the acquisition of land 
from Mr. Wilfred Krech, who expressed a willingness to deed the property to the County.  Because new 
parcels would be created as a result of the acquisition, the city’s subdivision ordinance applies.  One of the 
newly created parcels would not meet the minimum lot width requirements and would require a variance 
and a Waiver of Plat.  Staff worked with the County over the past year to resolve the issue and suggested 
that the code be amended to allow land acquisitions by a government entity for public use without having 
to go through the variance process.   The first proposed ordinance amendment would allow the division of 
land through the staff level administrative process for a government entity when used for public purpose.  
In this instance the land could be of any size.  Staff recommended expanding the administrative 
subdivision section of the code to allow for minor land acquisitions where the property would not be used 
for a new building site and the review of bulk standards would not be necessary.  The second proposed 
ordinance amendment would add a new section to the Performance Standards to clarify that parcels 
created for those specific uses listed and owned by a government entity would not have to meet the 
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dimensional standards of the underlying zoning district.  The amendment would allow any shape and size 
of land acquisition regardless of the underlying zoning dimensional standards.  Both Planning staff and the  
Planning Commission recommended approval of the first reading of the ordinance amendments.  

Willie Krech, 8570 Inver Grove Trail, expressed concerns regarding his setbacks.  He wanted to verify that 
his property would not be deemed non-conforming after the new parcel is created.  He stated the County  
and the City need to work together ensure that his 25 foot setback would be allowed.     

Mayor Tourville stated that City staff should be able to get the issue resolved for Mr. Krech before the third  
reading of the ordinance.   

Motion by Klein, second by Grannis, to approve the first reading of an Amendment to the City 
Code (Subdivision Regulations) relating to allowing Subdivisions for the Creation of Public Land  
subject to Administrative Approval 

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0  Motion carried. 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

E.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Construction of Scenic Overlook Near the Rock Island  
Swing Bridge  

Mark Borgwardt stated the Master Plan for Heritage Village Park included the construction of a scenic 
overlook deck at the Rock Island Swing Bridge.  Two proposals were received, and the low bidder was 
Woods Construction & Carpentry, Inc. in the amount of $35,200.  The project was proposed to be funded 
from the Rock Island Swing Bridge project fund, which had a balance of  $70,000.  Staff suggested a total  
project cost of $40,000.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned what the maintenance costs would be for the overlook going  
forward.     

Mr. Borgwardt stated the overlook would have a lifespan of 40 years and the maintenance costs would be  
minimal with the exception of costs associated with the removal of graffiti.  He noted a monthly inspection  

would be performed by staff.   

Councilmember Piekarski Krech questioned if now was the most appropriate time to construct the 
overlook.  She stated the money in the project fund would not go away if it wasn’t used.  She opined that  
just because the idea is listed on the Master Plan does not mean that it has to be constructed right away. 

Councilmember Grannis agreed that now was not the best time to spend the money of the construction of  
the overlook.    

Councilmember Klein stated the City should do a little bit of the project at a time and opined that this  
portion was a good item to complete to keep the project moving forward. 

Mayor Tourville opined that nothing would ever get done if people always waited for the perfect time.  He  
noted that this item has always been a part of the Master Plan and would be a great addition to the area.  

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to approve hiring Woods Construction & Carpentry, Inc. in an 
amount not to exceed $40,000 for the Construction of a Scenic Overlook near the Rock Island  
Swing Bridge 

Ayes: 3 (Klein, Madden, Tourville) 
Nays: 2 (Grannis, Piekarski Krech)  Motion carried. 
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PUBLIC WORKS: 

F.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider First Reading of an Ordinance Adding Inver Grove  
Heights City Code Title 9, Chapter 5, Sections 9-5-13, Regarding Illicit Connections and Discharges to  
the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)  

Mr. Kaldunski stated all cities that have been issued MS4 permits by the MPCA for their storm water 
systems are required to adopt an ordinance regulating illicit connections and discharges to the MS4 
system.  The ordinance is intended to prohibit, regulate, and track illicit discharges to the MS4 system.  
City staff was trained in the detection of and response to illicit discharges last year.  The ordinance would 
provide the City with a mechanism to prohibit and regulate illicit discharges, as well as a means of 
enforcement.   Without an ordinance in place the MPCA considers the City to be non-compliant with its  
MS4 permit requirements.   

Councilmember Klein stated he plans to vote against the ordinance because it is a federal mandate with  
no accompanying funding source.    

Mayor Tourville opined that the City has to follow the guidelines set in place to remain compliant for the  
MS4 permit. 

Motion by Grannis, second by Piekarski Krech, to approve the first reading of an Ordinance adding 
Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 9, Chapter 5, Sections 9-5-13, Regarding Illicit Connections and  
Discharges to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 

Ayes: 4 
Nays: 1 (Klein) Motion carried. 

ADMINISTRATION CONT.: 

G.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Change Order No. 27 & Change Order No. 28 for City  
Project No. 2008-18, Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation 

Ms. Teppen stated Change Order 27 reflected a decrease of  $112,000 to the overall contract total for 
liquidated damages in Phase One of the project.  The required contract completion date was July 25, 2010 
and substantial completion was not reached until November 15, 2010.  As per the contract specifications, 
liquidated damages were withheld in the amount of $1,000 per day past the contract completion date.  The  
revised contract total with decreased to $11,936,553.10.    

Ms. Teppen explained that Change Order 28 was comprised of one (1) item totaling $1,624, for a revised 
contract total of $11,938,177.10.  Including Change Order 28, the contingency fund had a balance of 
$38,613.90.  The singular item involved adjustments to drive apron elevations to address water flow from 
the driveway.  Because the change was requested by the City Engineer it was not covered by corrective  
work.    

Mayor Tourville commented on the newspaper article that was written about the project.  He questioned 
what the schedule would be going forward and if any discussion had taken place at the staff level  
regarding an open house for the facility.     

Ms. Teppen stated the first group of employees would move on Friday, October 21st.  The second group 
would move on Friday November 4th.  The building would officially open to the public on Monday,  
November 7th.  She explained that has had preliminary discussions about hosting an open house.    

Mr. Lynch stated because the move was taking place later than anticipated it was suggested that the best  
time for the open house would be in the spring.   

Mayor Tourville asked that staff and Council discuss the open house and advertising the opening of the 
building to the public.  He opined that the open house should be held soon after the building officially  
opens to the public.   

Councilmember Klein suggested hosting an event on December 17th in conjunction with Holiday on Main  
Street.   
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Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to approve Change Order No. 27 and Change Order No. 28 for  
City Project No. 2008-18, Public Safety Addition/City Hall Renovation  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

H.  CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending City  
Code Title 9, Chapter 5, Section 9-5-5 relating to Compliance Requirements for Land Alterations 

Mr. Kuntz stated no substantive changes were made since the first reading of the ordinance amendment.   

Motion by Klein, second by Madden, to approve the second reading of an Ordinance amending 
City Code Title 9, Chapter 5, Section 9-5-5 relating to Compliance Requirements for Land 
Alterations 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 

I.    CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS; Consider Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending City  
Code Title 4, Chapter 1, Article A, Section 4 relating to Types of Intoxicating Liquor Licenses and a  
Resolution Adopting Temporary On Sale Liquor License Fees 

Mr. Kuntz stated no changes were made since the first reading.  He reviewed the purpose of the  
ordinance amendment.   

Councilmember Klein asked if there would be liability insurance requirements for religious organizations.   

Mr. Kuntz explained for temporary on sale licenses the organization would be required to obtain the same 
level of coverage as is required for a regular intoxicating liquor license.  He noted no liability insurance  
would be required for the one day temporary consumption and display permit.   

Motion by Klein, second by Piekarski Krech, to approve the second reading of an Ordinance 
Amending City Code Title 4, Chapter 1, Article A, Section 4 relating to Types of Intoxicating Liquor  
Licenses and a Resolution Adopting Temporary On Sale Liquor License Fees  

Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0  Motion carried. 

8.  MAYOR & COUNCIL COMMENTS:  

Councilmember Piekarski Krech commented on the success of fall cleanup day.   

Mayor Tourville stated Council would take a five minute break and then reconvene in executive session to  
discuss property acquisition.     

9.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

A.  Discuss Acquisition of Property located at 4465 66th Street for Trail Purposes 

10. ADJOURN:  Motion by Klein, second by Piekarski Krech, to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned by a 
unanimous vote at 8:55 p.m. 

















































































































































































AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

 
 
 
Meeting Date: October 10, 2011  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 

Item Type: Consent  None 

Contact: Judy Thill, 651-450-2495  Amount included in current budget 

Prepared by: Judy Thill, Fire Chief  Budget amendment requested 

Reviewed by: n/a  FTE included in current complement 

   New FTE requested – N/A 

  x Other 

 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED Consider awarding the purchase of 2 vehicle mounted 
message boards to LiteSys Inc.    
 
SUMMARY  
 
If you recall, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant that was awarded through the federal grant 
program and accepted by Council earlier this year allowed for the purchase of two vehicle 
mounted changeable message boards for emergency response on roads. Crashes are leading 
cause of traumatic death to FF nation-wide, many being struck by vehicles going through 
scenes. Signs will be installed on two different fire trucks and used to warn and guide the 
traveling public through scenes when the fire department responds to emergencies.  
 
Bids were received from three companies for the same sign boards used by MnDOT on their 
FIRST vehicles. Those signs already meet state and federal requirements for use on all 
Minnesota roadways.  
 
The recommendation is to go with LiteSys Inc. for 2 of each: boards, keypads, cables and 
mounts. LiteSys Inc. provided the lowest bid at $24,038.00 for equipment.  An additional cost of 
approximately $600 for freight will be added at the time of shipment. The two other bids for the 
same products were $33,205.34.73 and $28,149.00, plus additional shipping costs.  
 
The funds to pay for this equipment, shipping and installation will be reimbursed through the 
grant process at 100%.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM ___________ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

 
Consider Approval of Temporary Liquor License – Inver Hills Community College 
  
Meeting Date: October 10, 2011   Fiscal/FTE Impact: 

Item Type: Consent  x None 

Contact: 651-450-2513   Amount included in current budget 

Prepared by: Melissa Rheaume   Budget amendment requested 

Reviewed by: N/A   FTE included in current complement 

   New FTE requested – N/A 

   Other 

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED: 

Consider approval of the request from Inver Hills Community College for a temporary 3.2 liquor 
license for Lancer Hospitality to serve wine and beer on November 17, 2011 in conjunction with  
a fundraiser at the college.   

SUMMARY: 

Gail Morrison, Executive Director at Inver Hills Community College, is requesting approval of a 
temporary 3.2 liquor license to serve wine and beer at a fundraiser to be held at the college on 
November 17, 2011.  Ms. Morrison will be contracting with Lance Hospitality to cater the event. 
Lancer Hospitality is licensed with the State of Minnesota for the sale of intoxicating liquor and 
also carries liquor liability insurance to serve alcoholic beverages off-site.  A certificate of liability 
insurance was provided with the temporary license request.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









  
 

AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS 
 
Meeting Date: October 10, 2011  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 

Item Type: Consent  None 

Contact: Jenelle Teppen, Asst. City Admin X Amount included in current budget 

Prepared by: Amy Brinkman, H.R. Coordinator  Budget amendment requested 

Reviewed by: n/a  FTE included in current complement 

   New FTE requested – N/A 

   Other 

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED Staff requests that the Council approve the personnel 
actions listed below: 
 
Please confirm the seasonal/temporary employment of:    Kathryn Murphy, Rhea Seelhammer, 
Oleg Diner, Irene Ruiz-Briseno, Kindahl Roe, Kim Cowden, Clint Fritter, Amy Overturf, and Mary 
Sloan. 
 
Please confirm the seasonal/temporary termination of employment of:  Gary Harker, Kyle 
Horsch, Eric Kropp, Sam Lanners, Cassie Sage, Whitney Swanson, Emily Hansen, Jana Patka, 
Lee Dembsky, Elliot Gonsioroski, Jeremiah Morse, Sam Nord, Richard Anderson and Kevin 
Levercom. 
 
 
  



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
 
First Reading of an Ordinance Adding Chapter 11 Under Title 1, Administration, Domestic 
Partner Registry  
 
Meeting Date: October 10, 2011  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular x None 
Contact: JTeppen, Asst City Admin  Amount included in current budget 
Prepared by:   Budget amendment requested 
Reviewed by:   FTE included in current complement 
   New FTE requested – N/A 
   Other 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED Consider the first reading of an ordinance to add a 
Domestic Partner Registry under Title 1, Administration. 
 
 
SUMMARY At their last work session the City Council discussed adding an ordinance to 
create a Domestic Partner Ordinance to the City’s Code. 
 
In July the Saint Paul Pioneer Press wrote an article on the various metro area cities that were 
considering a Domestic Partner Registry Ordinance or that had already adopted one.  
 
The cities listed in the Pioneer Press article as having an ordinance or considering one are:  
Falcon Heights, Crystal, Edina, St. Louis Park, Golden Valley, Robbinsdale, Maplewood, Duluth, 
Saint Paul, Minneapolis, Red Wing and Rochester. 
 
The registries don’t have much legal authority except they may provide enough documentation 
for domestic partner benefits from employers that offer them. 
 
The Council discussed adding a fee of $25 for registration.  Upon the third reading of the 
ordinance staff will return with the fee schedule for approval. 
  
 
 
 
 



CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 
ORDINANCE NO.  _______ 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY CODE, 

TITLE 1, CHAPTER 11, SECTION 
REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF A DOMESTIC PARTNER REGISTRY  

 
 
The City Council of Inver Grove Heights does hereby ordain as follows: 
 
Section one.  Amendment.  Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 1 is hereby amended in its 
entirety to add Chapter 11 with the following: 
 
 
 
 Section 1. Amendment No. 1.  Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 3, Chapter 4, 
Section 3-4-2-2 is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
 

Chapter 11 
Domestic Partnerships 

1-11-1 - Purpose 
 
The City of Inver Grove Heights authorizes and establishes a voluntary program of registration 
of domestic partners.  The domestic partner registry is a means by which unmarried, committed 
couples who reside or work in Inver Grove Heights and who share a life and home together may 
document their relationship. 
 
Inver Grove Heights’ Domestic Partnership ordinance is a City ordinance and does not create 
rights, privileges, or responsibilities that are available to married couples under state or federal 
law.  The City of Inver Grove Heights cannot provide legal advice concerning domestic 
partnerships.  Applicants and registrants may wish to consult with an attorney for such advice 
including but not limited to: wills, medical matters, finances and powers of attorney, children and 
dependents, medical, health care and employment benefits. 
 
1-11-2  Definitions.  The following words and phrases used in this Code have the meanings 
given in this Section.   
 
 Domestic Partner.  Any two adults who meet all the following: 
 

1. Are not related by blood closer than permitted under marriage laws of the 
state. 
 

2. Are not married. 
 

3. Are competent to enter into a contract. 
 

4. Are jointly responsible to each other for the necessities of life. 
 

5. Are committed to one another to the same extent as married persons are to 
each other, except for the traditional marital status and solemnities. 

 
6. Do not have any other domestic partner(s). 

 
7. Are both at least 18 years of age. 



 
8. At least one of whom resides in Inver Grove Heights or is employed in Inver 

Grove Heights. 
 
Domestic Partnership.  The term “domestic partnership” shall include, upon production 
of valid, government-issued documentation, in addition to domestic partnerships 
registered with the City of Inver Grove Heights: 
 

A. Any persons who have a currently-registered domestic partnership with a 
governmental body pursuant to state, local, or other law authorizing such 
registration.  The term domestic partnership shall be construed liberally to 
include unions, regardless of title, in which two individuals are committed to 
one another as married persons are traditionally committed, except for the 
traditional marital status and solemnities. 

 
B. Marriages that would be legally recognized as a contract of lawful marriage in 

another local, state or foreign jurisdiction, but for the operation of Minnesota 
law. 

 
 
1-11-3  Registration of Domestic Partnership. 

A. The City Clerk shall accept an application in a form provided by the City to 
register domestic partners who state in such application that they meet the 
definition of domestic partners. 

 
B. The City Clerk shall charge an application fee for the registration of domestic 

partners and shall charge a fee for providing certified copies of registrations, 
amendments, or notices of termination.  The fees required by this Section are 
set by resolution of the City Council. 

 
C. The City Clerk shall provide each domestic partner with a registration 

certificate. The registration certificate shall not be issued prior to the third 
working day after the date of the application.  

 
D. This application and certificate may be used as evidence of the existence of a 

domestic partner relationship. 
 

E. The City Clerk shall keep a record of all registrations of domestic partnership. 
Amendments to registrations and notices of termination.  The records shall be 
maintained so that amendments and notices of termination are filed with the 
registration of domestic partnership to which they pertain. 

 
F. The application and amendments thereto, the registration certificate, and 

termination notices shall constitute government data and will be subject to 
disclosure pursuant to the terms of the Minnesota Government Data 
Practices Act. 

 
1-11-4  Amendments. 
 
The City Clerk may accept amendments for filing from persons who have domestic partnership 
registrations on file, except amendments which would replace one of the registered partners 
with another individual. 
 
1-11-5  Termination of Domestic Partnership. 
 
Domestic partnership registration terminates when the earliest of the following occurs 



 
1. One of the partners dies; or 

 
2. Forty-five days after on partner: a) sends the other partner written notice, on a form 

provided by the City. That he or she is terminating the partnership; and b) files the 
notice of termination and an affidavit of service of the notice on the other partner with 
the City Clerk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM ____________ 
 
 
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS    REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
 
First Reading of an Ordinance Adding Chapter 11 Under Title 1, Administration, Domestic 
Partner Registry  
 
Meeting Date: October 10, 2011  Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular x None 
Contact: JTeppen, Asst City Admin  Amount included in current budget 
Prepared by:   Budget amendment requested 
Reviewed by:   FTE included in current complement 
   New FTE requested – N/A 
   Other 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED Consider the first reading of an ordinance to add a 
Domestic Partner Registry under Title 1, Administration. 
 
 
SUMMARY At their last work session the City Council discussed adding an ordinance to 
create a Domestic Partner Ordinance to the City’s Code. 
 
In July the Saint Paul Pioneer Press wrote an article on the various metro area cities that were 
considering a Domestic Partner Registry Ordinance or that had already adopted one.  
 
The cities listed in the Pioneer Press article as having an ordinance or considering one are:  
Falcon Heights, Crystal, Edina, St. Louis Park, Golden Valley, Robbinsdale, Maplewood, Duluth, 
Saint Paul, Minneapolis, Red Wing and Rochester. 
 
The registries don’t have much legal authority except they may provide enough documentation 
for domestic partner benefits from employers that offer them. 
 
The Council discussed adding a fee of $25 for registration.  Upon the third reading of the 
ordinance staff will return with the fee schedule for approval. 
  
 
 
 
 



CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 
ORDINANCE NO.  _______ 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY CODE, 

TITLE 1, CHAPTER 11, SECTION 
REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF A DOMESTIC PARTNER REGISTRY  

 
 
The City Council of Inver Grove Heights does hereby ordain as follows: 
 
Section one.  Amendment.  Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 1 is hereby amended in its 
entirety to add Chapter 11 with the following: 
 
 

Chapter 11 
Domestic Partnerships 

1-11-1 - Purpose 
 
The City of Inver Grove Heights authorizes and establishes a voluntary program of registration 
of domestic partners.  The domestic partner registry is a means by which unmarried, committed 
couples who reside or work in Inver Grove Heights and who share a life and home together may 
document their relationship. 
 
Inver Grove Heights’ Domestic Partnership ordinance is a City ordinance and does not create 
rights, privileges, or responsibilities that are available to married couples under state or federal 
law.  The City of Inver Grove Heights cannot provide legal advice concerning domestic 
partnerships.  Applicants and registrants may wish to consult with an attorney for such advice 
including but not limited to: wills, medical matters, finances and powers of attorney, children and 
dependents, medical, health care and employment benefits. 
 
1-11-2  Definitions.  The following words and phrases used in this Code have the meanings 
given in this Section.   
 
 Domestic Partner.  Any two adults who meet all the following: 
 

1. Are not related by blood closer than permitted under marriage laws of the 
state. 
 

2. Are not married. 
 

3. Are competent to enter into a contract. 
 

4. Are jointly responsible to each other for the necessities of life. 
 

5. Are committed to one another to the same extent as married persons are to 
each other, except for the traditional marital status and solemnities. 

 
6. Do not have any other domestic partner(s). 

 
7. Are both at least 18 years of age. 

 
8. At least one of whom resides in Inver Grove Heights. 

 



Domestic Partnership.  The term “domestic partnership” shall include, upon production 
of valid, government-issued documentation, in addition to domestic partnerships 
registered with the City of Inver Grove Heights: 
 

A. Any persons who have a currently-registered domestic partnership with a 
governmental body pursuant to state, local, or other law authorizing such 
registration.  The term domestic partnership shall be construed liberally to 
include unions, regardless of title, in which two individuals are committed to 
one another as married persons are traditionally committed, except for the 
traditional marital status and solemnities. 

 
B. Marriages that would be legally recognized as a contract of lawful marriage in 

another local, state or foreign jurisdiction, but for the operation of Minnesota 
law. 

 
 
1-11-3  Registration of Domestic Partnership. 

A. The City Clerk shall accept an application in a form provided by the City to 
register domestic partners who state in such application that they meet the 
definition of domestic partners. 

 
B. The City Clerk shall charge an application fee for the registration of domestic 

partners and shall charge a fee for providing certified copies of registrations, 
amendments, or notices of termination.  The fees required by this Section are 
set by resolution of the City Council. 

 
C. The City Clerk shall provide each domestic partner with a registration 

certificate. The registration certificate shall not be issued prior to the third 
working day after the date of the application.  

 
D. This application and certificate may be used as evidence of the existence of a 

domestic partner relationship. 
 

E. The City Clerk shall keep a record of all registrations of domestic partnership. 
Amendments to registrations and notices of termination.  The records shall be 
maintained so that amendments and notices of termination are filed with the 
registration of domestic partnership to which they pertain. 

 
F. The application and amendments thereto, the registration certificate, and 

termination notices shall constitute government data and will be subject to 
disclosure pursuant to the terms of the Minnesota Government Data 
Practices Act. 

 
1-11-4  Amendments. 
 
The City Clerk may accept amendments for filing from persons who have domestic partnership 
registrations on file, except amendments which would replace one of the registered partners 
with another individual. 



 
1-11-5  Termination of Domestic Partnership. 
 
Domestic partnership registration terminates when the earliest of the following occurs: 
 

1. One of the partners dies; or 
 

2. Forty-five days after on partner: a) sends the other partner written notice, on a form 
provided by the City. That he or she is terminating the partnership; and b) files the 
notice of termination and an affidavit of service of the notice on the other partner with 
the City Clerk. 
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