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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Al Eiden called the October 12, 2011 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden, Vice Chair Dennis Schueller:  Commissioners:   Stan Johnson, Joe Boehmer, Jim 
Huffman, Marty Silvi, Willie Krech, Chris Solberg, and Desta Meyer 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent:  Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
None 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
www.invergroveheights.org 
B.  The next Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting will be on Wednesday, November 9, 
2011.  Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A.  Approval of Agenda 

 
B. Approval of Minutes of September 14, 2011 
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi, seconded by Commissioner Solberg to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. 
 
Ayes:  9 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT: 
  
Sandy Taylor, 6950 Crosby Avenue East, Inver Grove Heights, lives by Skyview Park.  She is asking about 
putting up a tennis board for the tennis courts there.  Her younger children use the tennis court there and in the 
past there was a board there, but it was taken out.  She would like see a tennis board placed back up there so one 
person would be able to go up there and practice alone if they wanted. 
 
Commissioner Krech didn’t think it would be difficult to put back up.   
 
Director Carlson stated they can research the issue and find out more about it.  It was reconstructed at some 
point and obviously taken out.  He is unsure if the fence posts put there today are strong enough to support a 
tennis backdrop.  They can do the research and bring it back for the November meeting.  At this point, if it ends 
up that we will do it, it would not be done until next spring. 
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Vice Chair Schueller stated a problem could develop if you don’t have strong enough poles, having this could 
bend the poles.  Therefore the poles have to be strong enough to hold the boards up. 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Discuss Change to Skate Park Rules 
 
Recreation Superintendent Tracy Petersen would like to discuss a possible change to the current Skate Park rules 
regarding the use of bikes at the facility.  The Skate Park was built in 2003.  A task force consisting of Parks and 
Recreation Commissioner’s, Staff, Citizen’s, Public Safety Officials, and Teens developed the rules for the park.  
At that time it was determined only inline skates and skateboards would be used at the facility. Staff has been 
approached several times over the years to allow bikes at the facility.  Staff would like this Commission to 
discuss changing the rules to allow bikes there.  There has been a theory that the relationship between bikers and 
skateboarders is that they do not mix well together.  This has proven to be unfounded at most Skate Parks 
including Inver Grove Heights.  Following are some facts on the Skate Park: 
 

-Wear and tear on equipment The Skate Park has been designed for both bikers and 
skateboarders.  Bikes can do some damage and cause some 
wear and tear on the equipment over the years. 

-Insurance This is a non-supervised park.  Bikes would not impact it in a 
negative way.  This Commission would need to determine if it 
should be a skate park or simply a bike and skate park.   

-Change and usage In the eight years the park has seen a change in usage.  Over 
the last five years we have seen the change to more bikers at 
the park than skateboarders.   

-Current practice There is no on-site supervision at the park.  Bikers have used 
the park on a regular basis.   

-Enforcement of the current rules:   Because this is not supervised, enforcement has been difficult 
here.  It has been sporadic and inconsistent.  It is a Tier 1 
facility, so it is not necessary to supervise.   

 
Commissioner Krech stated people have been using bikes there since it opened.  You would almost want to 
schedule this by stating bikes use it at one time, skateboards used it at a different time. 
 
Superintendent Petersen stated there is signage there stating inline skates and skateboarders only.  Technically 
bikes are not allowed.  We have found that bikers and skateboards mix well there.  They are respectful of the 
space and use the spaces very well together.  This seems to be the current practice despite what is on the sign. 
 
Chair Eiden stated this was skateboarders only because there was a group of people that wanted to skate park.  
The theory was that bikers can bike different places.  That was eight years ago though.  This has proven to be an 
unfounded problem and all get along. 
 
Commissioner Silvi is amazed at the tricks that people can do on the bikes and skateboards.  If we can offer a 
facility that is safe for this, he thinks this is a great idea.  He thinks we should make it both. 
 
Commissioner Solberg felt we can encourage the bikers and skateboarders to use it together. 
 
Commissioner Johnson suggested they remove the sign and let them continue to use it. 
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Vice Chair Schueller commented if it gets busy and becomes problematic, maybe we can add more apparatus 
nearby.  For now, we can make it one park for two groups. 
 
Commissioner Meyer asked about a group named MORC that came through asking for a skills course at 
Harmon Park.  Maybe they could utilize that area instead? 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson responded they were contacted by MORC to use the course at 
Harmon Farms Park.  They are still interested in doing that in the future.  The location is hard to get to for public 
safety.  There is development happening in the area, so they are hoping in the future this may still happen.  
Allowing bikers at the skate board park probably serves a purpose to a different group of bikers.  There may be a 
different group of users using the skills course. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer agrees that if they are getting along together it is fine.  How is the equipment holding 
up?  Is it the original? 
 
Superintendent Petersen stated the majority of it is original.  They added a few smaller pieces in 2006.  It does 
get wear and tear.  The finish has worn off in some places.  At some point they will need to do some work out 
there.  It still looks like a great facility. 
 
Commissioner Huffman agrees with the majority. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Johnson that we change the rules to allow bikes at the facility.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Krech. 
 
Ayes: 9 
Nays: 0 Motion carried. 
 
Director Carlson stated this will be brought before the City Council on Monday, October 24th.  They will make 
the final decision. 
 
B.  Review Seasonal Closure of the Rock Island Swing Bridge 
 
Director Carlson stated the Rock Island Bridge Pier opened this past June.  It has been a great success and many 
have commented on it.  This item is for you to consider closing it seasonally, November 1st through March 30th, 
which is also the same dates the City has their no parking ordinance on City streets.  Given the fact that there 
isn’t much to view in the winter, we don’t want to have to clear the ice and snow from it during the winter time.  
We propose to close it during this time each year. 
 
Commissioner Huffman asked to move the close date to December 1st.   
 
Director Carlson responded they could, but it’s likely to snow in November. 
 
Commissioner Silvi commented there have been some November’s where we have not received any snow. 
 
Commissioner Meyer stated last year on the 14th and 15th of November there was a huge snowstorm.  She thinks 
that for safety reasons and possible lawsuits from slippage there, she can’t see salting the wood due to possibly 
damaging it.  She agrees with closing it for the winter. 
 
Commissioner Huffman asked if you close it, are you just closing the entrance? 
 
Director Carlson stated they would have a gate installed on the bridge itself and signage.  There would be 
another sign where the barricades are.  Once you get to the bridge you won’t be able to get on it. 
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Vice Chair Schueller would favor a more flexible plan.  We may have some really nice days, especially under 
this current situation.  We should decide the closure by the weather.  That’s what the golf course does.  We can 
close it for good once it’s closed.  If it’s a real nice March, it would be closed that whole month.  It would be 
nice to use it if you could.  He is unsure if that type of plan would work, but if it would, he would support it. 
 
Commissioner Silvi stated he has golfed in November, and in December.  If you make a strict cut-off people 
may still want to use it.  We spent all that money on it, we should have it open to use.  You should be flexible 
with it.  It would be a shame to have it closed down during nice weather. 
 
Director Carlson felt comparing this to the golf course isn’t doing it justice.  Golfers can call the course to see if 
it’s open or closed.  You can’t do that with the bridge, although you could probably call the office.  He felt it 
was better, public relations wise, to have it closed on this date to this date.  He felt it was better to have it closed 
during a certain time so people know. 
 
Commissioner Krech asked what would happen if people went out on the bridge on their own? 
 
Director Carlson responded it would be gated.  If something happens to them, we had it posted.  We are on 
record stating it is closed on these specific dates.  We have protection from that if they decide to ignore all those 
warnings. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Johnson to close the Swing Bridge seasonally from November 1st through 
March 30th per Staff’s recommendation.  Seconded by Commissioner Solberg. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller commented the golf course is a destination.  It takes approximately five hours to play a 
round of golf.  With a park, you are out for a walk.  If it’s open you go out there, if it’s not you don’t walk that 
way.  The disappointment will come if someone goes out there on a beautiful day and wonders why it’s closed.  
He thinks we should be more flexible. 
 
Commissioner Meyer asked if people think we will be opening and closing it due to snow, and then the snow 
melts.  What constitutes snow, ½ inch, more?  She agreed with the seasonal closure. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller stated someone makes a decision at the golf course when it’s closed for the season, why 
not have the same situation here?  Once it’s closed for the season, it’s closed. 
 
Commissioner Huffman wanted December 1st due to people that may be traveling here during Thanksgiving. 
Maybe they will want to go down and see it. 
 
Ayes:  7 
Nays:  2  Motion carried. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson will stand by for any questions anyone may have. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Boehmer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman had no comment. 
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Commissioner Silvi had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Krech had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Johnson had no comment. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller stated at the last meeting they had questions on when they would have an update on the 
golf course.  This was to be regarding the assessment and what has been done, what hasn’t been done, how 
things are going there, etc.  He would like to know when they will have that. 
 
Director Carlson stated it will happen in either November or December. 
 
Commissioner Krech saw they had new asphalt trails at the golf course.  How many more feet were replaced this 
year? 
 
Director Carlson stated they did the front nine.  They need to do a bit around the clubhouse and the executive 
course, and then they will do the back half of the course along 80th and then they will be done.  They have two 
more years left.  They are probably doing about 2,000 feet a year. 
 
Commissioner Solberg commented the best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.  The next best time to plant a 
tree is today.  Take that in mind while trees are on sale and winter is coming up. 
 
Commissioner Meyer had no comment. 
 
Chair Eiden stated we had a leisurely summer.  Now that we are heading into the fall and winter months there 
will probably be more topics to discuss. 
 
Director Carlson stated they will have a number of presentations in November.   They are going to be getting 
into updating the Comprehensive Park Plan and Development Guide.   
 
Chair Eiden encouraged everyone to stay tuned for upcoming developments. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman, seconded by Commissioner Meyer, to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 
p.m. 
 
Ayes:  9 
Nays:  0 Motion carried. 


