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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, May 9, 2012 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Eiden called the May 9, 2012 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden;  Vice Chair Dennis Schueller;  Commissioners:  Chris Solberg, Marty Silvi, Jim 
Huffman, Joe Boehmer, Stan Johnson, and Desta Meyer 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent:  Commissioner Willie Krech;  Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
None 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
 www.invergroveheights.org 
B.  Next Meeting:  Wednesday, June 13, 2012.  Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A.  Approval of Agenda 
 
B. Approval of April 11, 2012 Minutes 
 
Motion by Commissioner Solberg, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, to approve the Consent Agenda 
as presented. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson would like to add item “D” to the agenda regarding To Approve 
Stairs for the Rock Island Swing Bridge Overlook. 
 
Aye:  8   
Nay:  0 Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT: 
  
None 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
A.  Review Park Dedication Requirements for – Shaw Construction Inc. Case No. 12-12CZA 
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Director Carlson stated you are being asked to review Park Dedication requirements for Shaw Construction on 
behalf of Catco, which is proposing to have a lot split of property located on Clark Road.  The development is a 
7.31 acre site.  The developer is required to provide cash dedication as a form of park dedication for the 
proposed development.  The rate is Zoned “I” at $5,500 per acre (7.31 acres x $5,500 = $40,205).  There are 
neither trails nor sidewalks in the area to consider.  We would ask that the tree preservation ordinance be 
followed, and that they do not plant any Ash trees due to the Emerald Ash Borer epidemic. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi to accept this as presented by Staff with cash dedication.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Johnson. 
 
Aye: 8 
Nay: 0  Motion carried. 
 
B.  Review Skyview Park Rectangular Field Project 
 
Director Carlson stated we have been working on converting the former baseball/softball area at Skyview Park 
into a rectangular field area that would be appropriate for soccer, football, or lacrosse.  The plans include 
irrigating that area.  The other part of the project would be to replace the playground equipment as well as 
making handicapped accessible improvements in the park.  We received a grant from the MN DNR in the 
amount of $86,000.  We also have commitments from the Youth Football and Youth Soccer Associations in the 
amount of $20,000.  The City would then pick up the balance of approximately $86,000.  We are asking you to 
approve the rectangular portion of the project, including tapping the water main, at $7,300, having irrigation 
installed at $41,544, and having Fine Grade Town and Country Landscaping for $6,000, as well as 
miscellaneous items at a cost provided by the City at $15,000.  All of this would be covered by a 50/50 ratio by 
the grant.  We believe we can complete this project within our $192,000 budget. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked if this was the final phase of the project. 
 
Director Carlson responded for the rectangular field yes, hopefully kids will be playing on it sometime next 
year. 
 
Commissioner Meyer asked when the playground equipment will be installed?  Is that in this budget or a 
separate budget? 
 
Director Carlson responded the playground equipment is being replaced out of this allotment.  The playground 
manufacturers are looking at it and submitting proposals for equipment there.  We will be meeting here 
regarding this in June, it goes to the City Council in late June and then hopefully installed in July or August.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Silvi to accept the proposal as set up by City Staff .  Seconded by Commissioner 
Meyer. 
 
Aye: 8 
Nay: 0 Motion carried. 
 
C.  Review 2012 Trail Projects  
 
Director Carlson stated in the 2012/2016 Capital Improvements Plan we set aside $80,000 out of Fund 444 for 
trail reconstruction.  We have been working on the 52 Trail and have received two bids.  The lower of two bids 
is in the amount of $59,565 from Pine Bend Paving.  We are recommending that you approve that and it be 
forwarded on to the City Council for their review and consideration. 
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Commissioner Huffman stated he has seen that portion of the trail and it needs to be resurfaced.  He 
recommends we approve. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman to approve the proposal.  Seconded by Commissioner Johnson . 
 
Aye: 8 
Nay: 0 Motion carried. 
 
D.  Approve Stairs for the Rock Island Swing Bridge Overlook 
 
Director Carlson stated this item is to approve a set of stairs to be constructed to access the overlook that was 
constructed over by the Rock Island Swing Bridge.  The trail that is on the old railroad bed is being constructed. 
There is a rather steep embankment that has been popular despite the fact that the trail hasn’t been installed yet.  
We are wishing to install a set of stairs to make it easier for people to do that.  We want to work with the Tree 
Trust Organization for at-risk youth; they are proposing the cost of $18, 568.  We are asking that this not exceed 
the amount of $19,000.  This amount does not include railings.  We will have different contractors look at the 
cost of the railings.  We are hoping to get the same type as the bridge has.  The stairs need to be constructed first 
to make sure the railings fit.    
 
Commissioner Solberg asked if we are looking to get this done before the reconstruction of 66th Street? 
 
Director Carlson stated the construction would start in the next week or two. 
 
Commissioner Johnson stated right now people are clambering up or down the hill? 
 
Commissioner Huffman stated he goes there every day with his dog.  People are going up and down there and 
he can’t stand it.  When they do the trail, the stairs can coincide with everything.  The trail will go to the steps.  
He suggests we leave the stairs sit until next year, but put temporary railings for safety down there, instead of 
waiting for the galvanized stuff.  He feels it’s a good time to do this right now.  To see these folks going up and 
down that hill, there are a lot of people there and we need these steps here. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman to approve as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Johnson. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if the stairs would be used before the railings get there? 
 
Director Carlson responded yes.  The stairs are going to be built into the ground.  It will take some time to get 
those railings in.  If there are problems we can always block that off. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer agreed there should be stairs and the railings. 
 
Aye: 8 
Nay: 0 Motion carried. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Future of our Parks Report – Park & Recreation System Plan 
 
Director Carlson stated we have sent out an RFP (Request for Proposal) to ten different firms for them to review 
and then consider submitting proposals that answers the request we sent out.  Those are due back to us on May 
24th.  We will review them between May 29th and June 19th.  The Subcommittee that consists of Chair Eiden, 
and Commissioners Solberg and Meyer would review those proposals along with City Staff.  We will interview 
two or three consultants on June 18th and then we would have a recommendation for this Commission to 
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consider on July 11th.  It then goes before the City Council on July 23rd.  We resume the process in August with 
the consultant.  He has had phone calls from a few consultants regarding the RFP.  He expects to get between 
five and seven proposals turned in. 
 
B.  Heritage Village Park/Rock Island Swing Bridge Update 
 
Director Carlson stated the contractor has begun the actual work down on 66th Street.  They removed the rail and 
railroad ties from the old railroad bed.  They will be starting some road and utility work in the next week or two.  
They will be digging out the pond and hauling away the contaminated soil that is on the site and then reconstruct 
the pond and then bring the parking lot area up to the proper grade.  This needs to be completed by June 30th due 
to the grant we received.  We should be on schedule for that to happen.  If you have a chance, stop by the area, 
but know that there may be some road detours set up for some parts of the project. 
 
C.  Department Happenings 
 
 i.  Park & Recreation Annual Report 
 
Director Carlson pointed out that the annual report is in a new format.  We have typically done a numbers 
report, but this report is a new format and we wanted it to be more interesting along with pictures.  Staff did this 
and it is available online as well as a hard copy at the Community Center. 
 
Commissioner Solberg stated they did an excellent job on the annual report.  It’s very impressive. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller commented about the golf course and their statistics for March.  For March of last year we 
didn’t have any rounds played, but this year we have 2,626 rounds played.  We are really off to a great start due 
to the weather.  When things don’t go well over there it’s usually due to weather going bad.  A lot of High 
School teams are playing there.  It’s a very busy place.  If the Commissioner’s have some time from between 
2:30 to 6:00 p.m., you should stop by and see all the activity there.  There are surrounding Communities schools 
using the course quite frequently.  Inver Wood has been very accommodating to the teams.  This is a great place 
to visit this time of year. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked Vice Chair Schueller how the course held up with all the rain we had last week? 
 
Vice Chair Schueller responded they did have a lot of damage.  They were holding back carts one afternoon.  
With the damage we had to change some of the rules for the meet we had there last weekend.  Some of the sand 
traps were washed out.  We had a situation where it was safe to play, but there was some damage.  They had a 
lot of crew out there on Monday.  They got a lot fixed up in a hurry.  You can’t let it be like that for a long 
period of time as you need to get that course ready to play.  By Tuesday they were ready for regular golf.   
 
Commissioner Huffman asked Director Carlson if the stairs were going before the City Council on Monday? 
 
Director Carlson responded yes. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Vice Chair Schueller stated a citizen told him how impressed they were with the tunnels that were painted.  His 
wife was very impressed with how they looked.  It’s nice that we have that instead of bare walls or graffiti.  The 
job that was done was done very well.  
 
Director Carlson stated the student’s name is Catherine Link.  She is a Girl Scout and a student at the Middle 
School.  The tunnel is in the Arbor Point subdivision under College Trail. 
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Commissioner Boehmer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Huffman wanted to thank the Commissioner’s for doing right with the stairs down by the Rock 
Island Swing Bridge. 
 
Commissioner Silvi had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Solberg stated we have a wonderful parks system out there.  He challenged everyone to get out 
and see Harmon Park.  Go and explore it, you may be impressed with what is in your backyard. 
 
Commissioner Meyer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Johnson had no comment. 
 
Chair Eiden commented it is really nice when you hear citizens talk about good things in this town.  Then you 
know they are using our amenities and that they are enjoying themselves.  Summer is upon us, please find out 
what is going on and participate.  There are some deals at the Veterans Center for this summer.  Please take 
advantage.  Have a Happy Mother’s Day and a good month. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Solberg, to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 
p.m. 
 
Aye:  8 
Nay:  0 Motion carried. 


