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City of Inver Grove Heights Minutes of the Proceedings 
 Of The Park and Recreation Advisory Commission 

Wednesday, April 10, 2013 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Eiden called the April 10, 2013 Park and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Chair Al Eiden; Vice Chair Dennis Schueller; Commissioners:  Chris Solberg, Jim Huffman, Joe 
Boehmer, Mary Hapka, Stan Johnson, and Mark Freer 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson 
Absent:  Commissioners Willie Krech  
Recording Clerk Sheri Yourczek 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
None 
 
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
   
A.  You can find information regarding the City of Inver Grove Heights by visiting our Web Site at: 
 www.invergroveheights.org 
B.  Next Meeting:  Wednesday, May 8, 2013.  Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
Chair Eiden mentioned that this Saturday, April 13th at City Hall at 10:00, the City Council and all the Staff will 
be here for a Town Meeting.  This will be your opportunity to come and ask questions and meet people you 
haven’t met before.   
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A.  Approval of Agenda 
 
B. Approval of Minutes of March 13, 2013  
 
Motion by Commissioner Boehmer, seconded by Commissioner Hapka, to approve the Consent Agenda 
as presented. 
 
Aye:  8   
Nay:  0  Motion carried. 
 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT: 
  
None 
 
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
8.  REGULAR AGENDA: 
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A.  Consider Naming of Park Land 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Eric Carlson stated we are asking the Commission to consider naming the 
property that surrounds the Rock Island Swing Bridge.  In June of 2011 the City Council approved a Parks and 
Recreation facility naming policy.  The policy outlines the criteria that should be considered when naming parks 
facilities in Inver Grove Heights.  In October of 2009 the City acquired 17 acres for the purposes of park, trail, 
or scenic overlook.  The Cities intention in acquiring that property was to take the Swing Bridge and turn it into 
a recreational pier and use the surrounding property around that for park purposes.  We completed the first phase 
of that project in 2010/2011 when we reconstructed the bridge into a recreational pier.  The second phase 
happened in 2012 when the City reconstructed 66th Street, we constructed trails, installed a scenic overlook, and 
extended City utilities to the site.  The third phase will happen this year in cooperation with Dakota County to 
construct a restroom facility, a 41 stall parking lot, and picnic structure.  Artifacts will be displayed,  as well as 
interpretation and way-finding signs.  Given the location of the 17 acres, we are suggesting that the Commission 
name this as a separate park in the system.  Using the criteria found in the naming policy we have developed 
three potential names for consideration, you may also have some options of your own. 
 1.  Swing Bridge Park 
 2.  Rock Island Swing Bridge Park 
 3.  River Pier Park 
The City is suggesting the name Swing Bridge Park.   
 
Chair Eiden suggested the discussion begin with Commissioner Huffman as he has been with this project since 
its inception. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman to name the park Swing Bridge Park because of all the artifacts that 
will be placed down there.  He thanked Commissioner’s Krech and Boehmer as they helped him get the 
items and store them.  These guys went beyond the call of duty to help out.   
 
Commissioner Solberg asked when the naming needed to be done by? 
 
Director Carlson didn’t know of a timeline.  The City and the County are working on the improvements plan for 
2013.  When they get completed by November, they want to have identified the area so that when the public 
comes down to visit the new improvements, those are in place and that everything is ready for the public’s use. 
 
Commissioner Freer asked why they are dropping the Rock Island part of the name? 
 
Commissioner Huffman replied because the bridge name has been changed so many times.  The swing was the 
span that opened the area.   
 
Director Carlson responded it would help to keep the name simple and compact.  He felt Swing Bridge Park 
kept it simple. 
 
Commissioner Johnson liked Swing Bridge Park.  It’s short and simple. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer liked Swing Bridge too.  It’s the main attraction.  It’s been there for years. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller and Commissioner Hapka also agreed on the name. 
 
Commissioner Solberg liked the name of Swing Bridge Park.  He was going to suggest they open it to the public 
to have a naming contest and have a logo contest. He will go along with the Commission tonight.  It’s a great 
name.  Could we expand on that to have a logo contest to the citizens? 
 
Commissioner Johnson asked if we didn’t have a logo on a pin or button? 
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Commissioner Huffman stated they do.  He does not have one with him at this time.  When we were given those 
plaques, it was the same thing. 
 
Director Carlson asked what the purpose of a logo for the park would be? 
 
Commissioner Solberg stated it would identify the park. 
 
Director Carlson responded that the other parks have the name of the park and the City logo engraved on a rock.  
Our plan was to have the same type of rock with the name on it.  It contrasts with everything else we have done 
regarding park ID signs.  He wasn’t sure what purpose having a logo would serve. 
 
Commissioner Solberg would like to see a logo like the little pins.  The current system doesn’t preclude us from 
having a logo attached to it.  We can do this through a contest. 
 
Commissioner Huffman stated it goes before the City Council in June.  It’s their final say.  Doing this may 
complicate things. 
 
Motion seconded by Commissioner Johnson. 
 
Aye: 8 
Nay: 0 Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Solberg to have some sort of Swing Bridge logo to go along with the park name.  
Seconded by Vice Chair Schueller. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if we would still have the Park information etched on that stone and then maybe 
have the Swing Bridge Logo on there as well, or just one or the other. 
 
Director Carlson stated the City standard for Park ID signs, are a rock sign with the park name and City logo 
engraved on it.  If we change the standard we would have to change that for all of our parks.  If the Commission 
is interested in creating a logo for that park, maybe we can use it in other ways instead of just the sign.  Maybe it 
can be used on the website for marketing materials.   
 
Commissioner Huffman suggested we place it on something like a picnic shelter, instead of on the sign. 
 
Commissioner Boehmer felt the logo should be the same on the rock.  Perhaps once we get everything in place 
down there, we could have a plaque that states these are pieces from the Swing Bridge. 
 
Chair Eiden commented that if we want to do this it is fine, but it is going to be more involved.  We have a 
standard, and a policy.  In his mind if we start adding logos, and we know this is a special park, if we change 
this, we may have to change all the parks.  We would have to change the criteria.  He suggests voting to do this. 
 
Commissioner Hapka commented it is a great idea, but there is an additional expense to think about here.  
Maybe there could be another way to incorporate the logo into the park on-site perhaps. 
 
Commissioner Freer felt we were opening up more than what we need at this point.  This is a new standard for a 
park.  Other parks may want that there too. He thinks there is a lot there already. 
 
Commissioner Solberg asked if once we get those artifacts down there, will there be an old picture of what the 
park looked like? 
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Director Carlson responded with interpretive displays around the park, there will be a number of panels that will 
help tell the story of the bridge, river, and railroad and its importance to Inver Grove Heights.   
 
Commissioner Huffman has a picture of a couple of guys building the upper deck.  It will all have meaning 
when it’s done.  There won’t be any question about what this bridge is and was. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller asked if we see logo’s for the Lion’s Club at Lion’s Park, or a logo for the VFW at our 
Community Center? 
 
Director Carlson wasn’t sure about Lion’s Park.  At the Community Center we do recognize the five branches of 
the Armed Services in the lobby.    
 
Commissioner Solberg commented that there was an “L” on a picnic shelter at Lion’s Park. 
 
Director Carlson responded regarding that.  The Lion’s Club made a significant financial contribution.  You 
could say the same about the Community Center.  He isn’t sure that the Rock Island Swing Bridge, while it is a 
bridge, this was not due to an organization giving something.  
 
Director Carlson felt it would be wise to do some research and see what other Communities do regarding this 
topic.  We can bring back some information to consider.   We can see what kind of information is out there 
beyond having a City logo or park district logo.  He didn’t feel that this is a pressing issue, but this is something 
we can think about and research. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller stated Inver Wood started out with some shirts and hats of a car.  That symbolized one of 
the assets of the park.  This is something we can do; he doesn’t see it as a tremendous cost.  It doesn’t hurt to 
take a look at it and see what other people do.   
 
Chair Eiden reminded everyone that the original agenda item was to just name the park.  There is a motion on 
the floor right now to pursue investigating a logo for the Swing Bridge Park. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Solberg that we table this for now and let Director Carlson come back with 
further information at another meeting.  Vice Chair Schueller agreed. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A.  Department Happenings 
 
Director Carlson stated he had nothing new to highlight.  They are awaiting the arrival of spring so we can use 
our parks. 
 
B.  Future of Our Parks Report – Park & Recreation System Plan 
 
Chair Eiden stated at the last meeting they had about 18 citizens.  The meeting was focused on an aerial tour of 
all the major parks in the system.  He thought it was an instructive and productive meeting.  He observed at the 
end of the meeting, because of the aerial views, we didn’t get to show people the topography of some of the 
parks.  There was a brief conversation about the types of amenities we think we want in the parks.  We also 
discussed issues with financing and economics.  The next meeting will include the consultants.  We are getting 
to the point where we want to have a draft of the work that has been done.   
 
Commissioner Solberg commented this group has been put together to conceptualize what the parks systems 
may look like 15 to 20 years down the line.  Nothing is written in stone.  This helps for when we get to that 
point, and then the City can look at the document and help them prioritize what needs to be done. 
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Commissioner Hapka agreed.  Having the survey and educating the Park Champions on the current park system 
has helped.  If we bring all the information together it will help the overall plan for the future.  It’s a diverse 
group that is bringing a lot of good input to our meetings. 
 
Chair Eiden commented our plan is to have those people attend this meeting so the Commission can see the 
faces of those that are helping bring this together. 
 
Chair Eiden mentioned that one of the citizens commented that the stone monuments that we use to identify the 
parks experience limited vandalism.  In this day and age you expect more.  Those stones are there and are not 
being vandalized, which is great. 
 
Chair Eiden stated the date of the next meeting is April 24th at 6:30 at the Community Center.  Any citizens out 
there please feel free to participate.  It doesn’t matter if you have or have not attended before.  We are looking 
for people to help us market and support our parks system. 
 
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Johnson had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Solberg commented he put his snowshoes away to early. 
 
Vice Chair Schueller had a comment regarding the lack of vandalism.  He asked that someone please check the 
monument in front of the Swing Bridge.  One of the Council member’s names has been scratched off.  We need 
to have someone check that. 
 
Commissioner Huffman wanted to thank everyone for voting on the park.  We appreciate the Commissions 
backing on this.   
 
Commissioner Boehmer had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Hapka stated her and her husband got on the new regional connection by Krech’s and Highway 
55.  It’s a beautiful trail back there.  How far does that trail go? 
 
Director Carlson responded it goes to the southern corner of Inver Grove Heights.  Ultimately it will go all the 
way to Hastings.  It will be a few years before all the connections are made. 
 
Commissioner Freer stated the Easter Egg Hunt was a big hit for his grandson despite the snow. 
 
Chair Eiden suggested that everyone in this Community get out and walk some of these trails, and look at some 
of these parks, and the programming going on.  There’s a lot going on and you don’t need to go far to 
experience them. 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Commissioner Huffman , seconded by Commissioner Solberg, to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 
p.m. 
 
Aye:  8 
Nay:  0  Motion carried. 


