CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
ORDINANCE NO._____
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY CODE
TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 1 AND TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 2 AND
TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 3 AND TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4 AND
TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 5 AND TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 6 AND
TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 8 AND TITLE 5, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 12 AND
TITLE 7, CHAPTER 5, SECTION 1 AND TITLE 10, CHAPTER 2, SECTION 2 AND
TITLE 10, CHAPTER 15, ARTICLE H, SECTION 4, SUBSECTION 8
RELATING TO DOGS AND RESTRAINT OF ANIMALS
The City Council of Inver Grove Heights does hereby ordain:
Section 1. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 1 (5-4-1) is
hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-1: DEFINITIONS:
For purposes of this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise or otherwise defined
in Minnesota statutes section 347.50 the terms defined in this section have the meanings given
them:
ANIMAL: Every nonhuman species of animal, domestic, permitted nondomestic, and inherently
dangerous.
ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY: By designation, the animal control authority is the chief of
police or the chief’s designee. .
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS: Individually and collectively the city’s police department,
the city’s police chief, the city’s police officers, the city’s community service officers and other
personnel retained by the city or assisting in the enforcement of this chapter.
COMMERCIAL DAYCARE KENNEL: Any place where dogs are kept for the primary purpose
of commercial pet sitting or "doggie daycare", provided all of the following are met:
A. No kennels are allowed in a residential zoning district.
B. Limited to a maximum of twenty (20) dogs on site at any one time.
C. No outdoor runs or kennels allowed.

D. The requirement and location of any outside fenced area, if any, shall be determined by the
council.
E. Dogs shall be on a leash not greater than 16’ (sixteen feet) and handled by an employee or in an
approved outside fenced exercise or kennel area at all times when outside the building during the
animal's stay.
F. Unless otherwise authorized by the City Council, an employee shall remain on site at all times
animals are on the premises including overnight.
G. . Dog kennels shall allow for outdoor runs or exercised by an employee
H. Designated bathroom area shall be cleaned daily.
COMMERCIAL KENNEL: Kennel means a place where four (4) or more dogs over the age of
six (6) months are kept for the primary purpose of commercial breeding, keeping, harboring, or
selling of dogs. A commercial kennel does not include veterinary hospitals, clinics, or other
premises operated by a licensed veterinarian exclusively for the care and treatment of animals.
DANGEROUS DOG: as defined in Minnesota statutes section 347.50.
DOMESTIC ANIMALS: Dogs, cats, caged birds, fish, rabbits, domestic ferrets, snakes
(nonvenomous and nonconstrictor species), gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, white rats or mice.
FARM ANIMAL AND PERMITTED NONDOMESTIC ANIMAL: Cows, sheep, pigs, deer,
horses, donkeys, chickens, rabbits, goats and and other animals if the owner can show the
animals are not inherently dangerous.
GREAT BODILY HARM: “Great bodily harm: has the meaning given it under Minnesota
Statutes section 609.02, subdivision 8.

HEARING OFFICER: An impartial person who may be either an impartial employee or the city
or an impartial person retained and appointed by the city to conduct dangerous dog and
potentially dangerous dog hearings.

INHERENTLY DANGEROUS ANIMALS: Animals other than domestic animals and farm and
permitted nondomestic animals, which are inherently dangerous including, but not limited to,
wolves, coyotes, bears, snakes (venomous and constrictor species), skunks, cougars, tigers, and
any crossbreeds thereof, or crossbreeds with domestic or farm and permitted nondomestic
animals.
KEEP: To own, stable, harbor, maintain, possess, or act as a custodian or caretaker for an animal.
KENNEL: A commercial kennel, commercial daycare kennel or noncommercial kennel.

NONCOMMERCIAL KENNEL: Any place where four (4) or more dogs over the age of six (6)
months are kept for non-commercial use, such as a dog daycare. .
OWNER: Any person, firm, corporation, organization, or department possessing, harboring,
keeping, having an interest in, or having care, custody, or control of an animal.
PERSON: One or more natural persons, a firm, partnership, corporation, or any other entity.
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOG: As defined in Minnesota Statutes section 347.50.
PREMISES: A building, structure, shelter, or land where an animal is kept or confined.
PROPER ENCLOSUREFOR DANGEROUS OR POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOGS. A
secure indoor location or a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure suitable to prevent the
potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog from escaping and providing protection from the
elements for the animal. A proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio, or any part of a
house, garage, or other structure that would allow the potentially dangerous dog or dangerous
dog to exit of its own volition, or any house or structure in which windows are open or in which
door or window screens are the only obstacles that prevent the potentially dangerous dog or
dangerous dog from exiting.
RUNNING AT LARGE, RUN AT LARGE, OR AT LARGE: Any animal that is not under
restraint.

UNDER RESTRAINT: The animal is:; a) within a private motor vehicle of a person owning,
harboring, or keeping the animal; b) within the boundaries of property owned or leased by the
person owning, harboring or keeping the animal; or c) controlled by a chain or leash of a
maximum of sixteen feet (16') in length..
VACCINATION AGAINST RABIES: The inoculation of a dog, cat, or ferret with a rabies
vaccine by a veterinarian duly licensed to practice veterinary medicine.
VETERINARY HOSPITAL: A place for the treatment, hospitalization, surgery, care and board
of animals and birds under the direction of one or more licensed veterinarians. (Ord. 1211, 5-102010)
Section 2. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 2 (5-4-2) is
hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-2: KEEPING OF CERTAIN ANIMALS PERMITTED:
A. Animals Permitted Pursuant To Regulations: The following animals may be kept in the city
pursuant to the regulations of this chapter and relevant provisions of the zoning ordinance:

domestic animals; farm animals and permitted nondomestic animals; and inherently
dangerous animals. (Ord. 1211, 5-10-2010; amd. Ord. 1265, 5-14-2013)
B. Chickens On Urban Residential Lots:
1. License Required: No person shall keep chickens on any property zoned R-1A, R-1B, R-1C or
R-2, within the city without first obtaining a license from the city.
2. Application: An application for a license to keep chickens shall be made to the city clerk on the
form prescribed by the city. The applicant must provide all the information required on the form,
including, but not limited to:
a. The name and address of the owner(s) where the chickens will be kept;
b. The number of chickens to be kept on the property;
c. Site plan or property survey showing the proposed location of the chicken coop and/or run on the
subject property;
d. Drawing or picture of the proposed chicken coop;
e. The applicant must pay the fee for the license to keep chickens as set forth in the city fee
schedule.
3. Notice To Surrounding Property Owners: Once the city clerk receives a complete application
from an applicant, the city clerk shall provide written notice of and include a copy of said
application to those owners of properties directly abutting the proposed location. Owners shall be
determined as those shown as owners on the tax statement prepared by the county treasurer.
4. Granting Issuance Of License: The city clerk may administratively grant an initial or renewal
license under this subsection provided all of the following have been met:
a. All submittal information is submitted and complete.
b. Appropriate fee is paid.
c. The application filed demonstrates compliance with the requirements of this subsection and any
other applicable regulations of this code.
d. No persons mailed a notice object in writing to the request within ten (10) days of notice being
mailed; an objection sent electronically shall be deemed an objection in writing.
5. Denying Issuance Of License: The city clerk shall deny issuance of a license if any of the items
in subsection B4 of this section have not been met. In the instance where an objection has been
received by an abutting property owner, the item shall be placed on the next available city
council agenda for council review and determination of whether the license shall be issued.

6. Standards: Any person keeping chickens in residential areas of the city as noted in subsection B1
of this section, shall comply with all of the following:
a. No person shall keep more than six (6) total hen chickens on the property.
b. No person shall keep roosters or adult male chickens on the property.
c. Cockfighting is specifically prohibited within the city.
d. The slaughter of chickens is prohibited on residentially used or zoned properties.
e. The owner of the chickens shall live in the dwelling on the property.
f. The raising of chickens for breeding purposes is prohibited.
g. Chickens shall not be kept inside a dwelling.
7. Shelter And Enclosure Requirements: Every person who owns, controls, keeps, maintains or
harbors hen chickens must keep them confined on the premises at all times in a chicken coop or
chicken run. Chicken coops and runs shall comply with the following standards:
a. Only one chicken coop and/or run shall be allowed per lot.
b. Chicken coops and runs shall not be located in the front or side yards and shall not be placed
within any drainage and utility easement.
c. Any chicken coop or chicken run shall be set back at least twenty-five feet (25') from any
principal structure on any adjacent lot and ten feet (10') from all property lines.
d. Any chicken coop and run fencing must be consistent with applicable zoning codes.
e. No chicken coop or run shall be constructed on a lot prior to the time of occupancy of the
principal structure.
f. Chickens shall be provided a secure and well-ventilated roofed structure in compliance with
applicable zoning codes.
g. The floors and walls of the roofed structure shall be kept clean, sanitary and in a healthy
condition.
h. Chickens shall be contained within a chicken run at all times.
i. The run area shall be well drained so there is no accumulation of moisture.
j. Chicken feed shall be stored in leakproof containers with a tightfitting cover to prevent attracting
vermin.

8. License Modification: The license may be reasonably modified by animal control authority if
necessary to respond to changed circumstances. Any modification shall be effective ten (10) days
after the mailing of written notice by certified mail to the license holder. The license holder may
challenge the modification by contacting the city clerk and requesting a hearing within ten (10)
days after the receipt of written notice. A hearing regarding the proposed modification shall be
held before the city council.
9. Duration Of License: A license to keep chickens shall be issued for a period of two (2) years
beginning March 1 and ending February 28. Applications for a renewal permit may not be made
prior to sixty (60) days before March 1.
10. Conditions/Maintenance And Inspections: No person who owns, controls, keeps, maintains or
harbors chickens shall permit the premises where the chickens are kept to be or remain in an
unhealthy, unsanitary or noxious condition the premises should be mainted to prevent odors
from permeating into neighboring properties. . Any chicken coop and run authorized under this
section may be inspected at any reasonable time by authorized city staff to inspect for
compliance with this chapter and other relevant laws and regulations.
11. Revocation Of License: A license may be revoked by the city council for a violation of any
condition of this section following notice and a hearing as provided for in title 3, chapter 2 of this
code.
12. Penalty: Violation of this section shall be a petty misdemeanor. (Ord. 1265, 5-14-2013)
Section 3. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 3 (5-4-3) is
hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-3: DOG VACCINATIONS:
A. No person residing in the city shall keep a dog over six (6) months of age within the city
for more than ten (10) consecutive days unless the person has had the dog properly
vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian and can show proof of such vaccination upon
request. If a dog is found to be unvaccinated the owner of the dog is guilty of a
misdemeanor.
B. UNVACCINATGED DOGS/IMPOUNDED DOG DETERMINED TO BE
UNVACCITNATED:
Unvaccinated dogs subject to impoundment by an animal control official may not be released
from the city’s contract impound facility without a valid vaccination record. If a dog is found to
be unvaccinated the owner of the dog is guilty of a misdemeanor. The dog owner shall properly
vaccinate the dog by a licensed veterinarian prior to the dog being returned to the owner.

Section 4. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 4 (5-4-4) is
hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-4: GENERAL REGULATIONS OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS:
A. Rabies Vaccination Required: Every owner or keeper of a dog, cat, or ferret kept as a pet over
three (3) months of age within the city must have the dog, cat, or ferret vaccinated by a
licensed veterinarian with an anti rabies vaccine that is currently effective.
A vaccination certificate is valid only for the dog, cat, or ferret and owner to which it was
issued. A person must not use a rabies vaccination certificate for a different dog, cat, or ferret
than the one for which it was issued.
A vaccinated dog, cat, or ferret shall be revaccinated at intervals not to exceed the effective
duration of the vaccination as listed in the compendium of animal rabies control prepared by
the National Association Of State Public Health Veterinarians.
B. Restraint Of Dogs: Subject to the exceptions stated in section 5-4-12 of this chapter, every
owner shall keep his or her dog on a leash not greater than sixteen feet (16’) in length and
under restraint at all times with the exception of the owners property. Owners should take all
reasonable steps to secure animals on their property, including but not limited to a fenced
enclosure, an electronic perimeter fence for which the dog has been trained, or a chain or
lead. Dogs in common areas of apartments, condominiums, cooperatives, and town homes
shall be kept on a leash not greater than sixteen feed (16’) in length and under restraint at all
times. The exception is one of the city’s designated off-leash dog areas which is as follows:
1. Inside the fenced area of the Heritage Village Park off-leash dog park
C. Removal Of Animal Feces: Any person having custody or control over any dog or cat on any
property within the city, other than the property of the dog or cat's owner, must have in his or
her immediate possession a device for picking up and disposing of dog or cat feces, and must
pick up and dispose of any and all feces in a sanitary manner. This subsection does not apply
to the following:
1. Disabled persons using guide or service dogs.

A violation of this subsection 5-4-4 C is a petty misdemeanor.
D. Female Dogs In Season: Every female dog in season shall be confined within a building or
secure enclosure in such a manner that it cannot come into contact with another dog except
for intentional breeding conducted within a building. The female dog in season may be taken
from the secure area on a secure leash not greater than sixteen feet (16’) controlled by a
person of sufficient age or into a confined outdoor enclosure on the owner's property in order
for the dog to urinate and/or defecate. Female dogs in heat are not authorized to utilize any
of the city’s designated off leash dog areas.

E. General Duty Of Owners: Every owner or keeper of a dog must exercise reasonable care and
take all necessary steps and precautions to protect other people, property, and animals from
injuries or damage which might result from the dog's behavior. When approaching another
person, the dog must be brought beside the person having custody and close control
maintained.
F. Stopping An Attack: Animal control authority who witness an attack by an animal upon a
person or another animal may take whatever action the animal control authority deem to be
appropriate to end the attack and prevent further injury to the victim(s). (Ord. 1211, 5-102010)
Section 5. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 5 (5-4-5) is
hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-5: SEIZURE AND IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS:
A. Impounding Facility: The city council may maintain a municipal impound facility or may
designate as the municipal impound facility a suitable kennel or veterinary hospital either
within or outside the city limits of the city. The keeper of the impound facility shall provide
an account of any and all impound fees received on behalf of the city. .
B. Impound Facility Reporting: The keeper of the impound facility shall provide a monthly
written report providing the following information: the animals impounded; the duration of
the impoundment; and the method of disposal of each animal. The impound facility is
authorized to turn unclaimed animals in impound over to recognized animal rescue or
adoption programs.
C. Seizure And Impoundment Of Animals: Subject to the exceptions stated in section 5-4-12 of
this chapter, the animal control authority may seize and impound any animal running at large
in the city or any animal found to be in violation of the provisions of this chapter or
Minnesota statutes sections 347.50 through 347.565. Upon the impoundment of an animal,
the animal control authority must promptly notify the owner of the impoundment in person,
by phone or by mail. If the owner is unknown, the city must post a written notice within
twenty-four (24) hours of impoundment of the animal at city hall and the Inver Grove
Heights police department describing the animal and stating where the animal is impounded.
Said notice shall remain posted at city hall and the Inver Grove Heights police department for
at least seven (7) days.
An impounded animal displaying a need for medical care may be taken to a veterinarian for
emergency treatment. The owner of the animal is responsible for payment of expenses
incurred as a result of the veterinarian's treatment. Based on the severity of illness or injury
to impounded animal, the chief of police may authorize humane destruction.
D. Impoundment After Biting Human: Every doctor or other person who treats a person for an
animal bite shall report to the Inver Grove Heights police department the name and address
of any person treated for an animal bite inflicted within the city. The owner or keeper of any

dog or other animal that bites any person where the bite breaks the person's skin or the bite
requires treatment by a doctor, and the person bitten or his or her parent or guardian must
report the incident to the Inver Grove Heights police department within twenty-four (24)
hours of the bite. The dog or other animal shall immediately be confined for a period of not
less than ten (10) days in a veterinary hospital or on the owner's premises, as directed by the
animal control authority. Subject to the exceptions stated in section 5-4-12 of this chapter, the
animal control authority may refuse to permit confinement on the owner's premises if the
animal has previously been found repeatedly running at large or if the animal does not have a
currently effective rabies vaccination. If confinement on the owner's premises is permitted,
the animal may not be allowed off the premises or in contact with other people or animals
during the confinement period, except for medical purposes. If the owner fails to comply
with these restrictions, the animal control authority may enter onto the property, seize the
animal, and remove it to a veterinary hospital. The owner is responsible for all costs of
confinement incurred under this subsection. If, after completion of the ten (10) day impound
period, the animal does not have rabies, it may be released to its owner unless release is
otherwise prohibited by another section of this chapter. As a condition of releasing a
confined animal, the animal control authority may require that the animal's owner take the
animal for an examination by a veterinarian. The impound fee shall be borne by the owner of
the animal.
E. Impoundment And Destruction Of Rabid Animals:
1. A dog or animal displaying symptoms of being rabid may be seized at any place or time and
confined in the city impounding facility at the owner's expense, until found to be free from
rabies.
2. If a dog or other animal appears to be diseased, vicious, dangerous, rabid or has been exposed
to rabies, and the dog or other animal cannot be impounded without serious risk of personal
injury, the dog or other animal may be destroyed, if reasonably necessary for the safety of a
person or persons.
F. Redeeming Impounded Animals: The animal impound facility may not release an animal until
it has received authorization to do so from animal control authority and upon fulfillment of
the following conditions:
1. Dogs, cats and ferrets are properly inoculated for rabies;
2. Payment by the owner to the impounding facility of the costs of keeping the animal in the pound;
3. Payment of an impounding fee to the city in the amount listed in the city fee schedule;
4. Providing proof of ownership of the animal; and
5. In the case of a dog that resides in the city, proof of a valid license for the dog.
An animal impounded pursuant to Minnesota statutes chapter 343 may be redeemed pursuant to

the provisions of Minnesota statutes section 343.235.
A potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog impounded pursuant to any provision in
Minnesota statutes sections 347.50 through 347.565 may be redeemed pursuant to Minnesota
statutes sections 347.50 through 347.565 and upon fulfillment of the requirements of section 5-46 of this chapter.
G. Disposition Of Dangerous or Potentially Dangerous by Owner If the owner of a dog deemed
dangerous or potential dangerous elects to dispose of the animal, the owner shall provide the
animal control authority with proof of disposition.

H. Disposition Of Unclaimed Animals: If an impounded animal is not reclaimed within seven (7)
regular business days after the required notice is given to the owner or posted pursuant to this
chapter, the animal shall be deemed to have been abandoned, and the impounding facility
may sell or give the animal to any adult person or shelter programexcept research
institutions. If an abandoned animal is not sold, it may be destroyed in a humane manner. A
"regular business day" for purposes of this section means a day during which the impounding
facility having custody of the animal is open to the public at least four (4) consecutive hours
between eight o'clock (8:00) A.M. and seven o'clock (7:00) P.M.
I. Costs Of Impoundment: The owner of the animal is responsible for the costs of the
impoundment and housing of an impounded animal. (Ord. 1211, 5-10-2010)
Section 6. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 6 (5-4-6) is
hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-6: DANGEROUS AND POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOGS:
A. DUTIES OF OWNER OF POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS AND DANGEROUS DOG
A person who owns or keeps a dangerous dog must comply with the requirements of Minnesota
statutes sections 347.50 through 347.565 as may be amended from time to time, and which are
adopted and incorporated herein by reference.
B. DESIGNATION OF DOG AS DANGEROUS OR POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS
The animal control authority may determine that a dog is a potentially dangerous dog or a
dangerous dog.
C. APPEAL OF DESIGNATION
Upon determination by the animal control authority that a dog is a potentially dangerous dog or
dangerous dog, the city shall provide notice of this determination and information regarding the
right to a hearing concerning the potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog declaration to the
owner of the dog pursuant to Minnesota statutes section 347.541, subdivision 3. The notice must
include all the information required by Minnesota statutes section 347.541 subdivision 3.

The notice declaring the dog potentially dangerous or dangerous shall be delivered or mailed to
the owner of the dog or served by posting a copy of it at the place where the dog is kept, or by
delivering it to a person residing on the property, and telephoning, if possible.
EXEMPTIONS:
EXCLUSIONS IN DETERMINING DANGEROUS AND POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS
DOGS
Dogs not to be deemed dangerous: In accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 347.51,
Subd.5., A dog shall not be deemed to be a potentially dangerous dog or a dangerous dog if the
threat, injury, or damage was sustained by a person: 1) who was committing, at the time, a
willful trespass or other tort upon the premises occupied by the owner of the dog; 2) who was
provoking, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or who can be shown to have repeatedly,
in the past, provoked, tormented, abused, or assaulted the dog; or 3) who was committing or
attempting to commit a crime.
D. POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOG; REQUIREMENTS
Registration: No person may keep a potentially dangerous dog within the city unless the dog is
currently registered as provided in this section. Registration must be completed within fourteen
(14) days from the owner's receipt of notice of declaration of potentially dangerous dog unless a
timely appeal has been filed. The animal control authority shall issue a certificate of registration
to the owner of a potentially dangerous dog if the owner presents sufficient evidence of the
following,
Fees: An annual registration fee that shall be included in the City’s fee schedule, in addition to
the City’s licensing fee.
Leash: No person shall permit a potentially dangerous dog to go outside its owner’s property
unless secured by a leash no longer than six feet (6') in length, with a responsible person in
physical control of the leash.
Confinement: While on its owner’s property, potentially dangerous dogs must be confined to the
yard by kennel, fence, or leash. Electronic perimeter fences shall not be allowed for the
confinement of potentially dangerous dogs.
Signs: An owner of a potentially dangerous dogs within the city may be required to display a
sign easily readable by the public using the words "Beware of Potentially Dangerous Dog”
including a warning symbol to inform children. The determination for whether or not potentially
dangerous dog signage is required will be based on the severity and circumstances of the attack
prompting the designation.
Microchip: Proof of implantation of the microchip identification in compliance with state law.
Dog Park: Dogs deemed potentially dangerous by this or any other political subdivision are
prohibited from obtaining an animal pass for the city’s dog park.

Inspection: An annual inspection for compliance of the owner’s property will be performed by
the Police Department
It shall be unlawful for the owner of a potentially dangerous dog to fail to comply with the
requirements set forth in this section. Any dog found to be the subject of a violation of this
section shall be subject to immediate seizure and impoundment in accordance with this chapter.
E. DANGEROUS DOG; REQUIREMENTS
Registration: No person may keep a dangerous dog within the city unless the dog is currently
registered as provided in this section. Registration must be completed within fourteen (14) days
from the owner's receipt of notice of declaration of dangerous dog unless a timely appeal has
been filed. The animal control authority shall issue a certificate of registration to the owner of a
dangerous dog if the owner presents sufficient evidence of the following, which are required by
Minnesota statutes sections 347.50 through 347.565:
Fees: An annual registration fee that shall be included in the city’s fee schedule, in addition to
the city’s licensing fee.
Leash and Muzzle: No person shall permit a dangerous dog to go outside its owner’s property
unless secured by a leash no longer than six feet (6') in length, with a responsible person in
physical control of the leash. The dog must also be muzzled to prevent biting.
Confinement: While on its owner’s property, dangerous dogs must be confined to the yard by
kennel, fence, or leash. Electronic perimeter fences shall not be allowed for the confinement of
dangerous dogs.
Signs: All owners of dangerous dogs within the city must display a sign easily readable by the
public using the words "Beware of Dangerous Dog.” In addition, a similar sign is required to be
posted on the kennel of such animal. A warning symbol to inform children that there is a
dangerous dog on the property must also be displayed. The uniform symbol must be the uniform
symbol provided by the commissioner of public safety. The animal control authority will
provide the warning symbol for a fee as set forth in the city fee schedule.
Microchip: Proof of implantation of the microchip identification in compliance with state law.
Notification of property owner: A person who owns a dangerous dog and who rents property
from another where the dog will reside must disclose to the property owner prior to entering the
lease agreement and at the time of any lease renewal that the person owns a dangerous dog that
will reside at the property.
Dog Park: Dogs deemed dangerous by this or any other political subdivision are prohibited from
obtaining an animal pass for the city’s dog park.
Tag: A dangerous dog must have a standardized, easily identifiable tag identifying the dog as a
dangerous dog and containing the uniform dangerous dog symbol affixed to the dog's collar at all
times.

Sterilization: The owner of a dangerous dog must, at the owner's sole expense, sterilize the dog
within thirty (30) days of the dog's designation as a dangerous dog. If the owner does not
sterilize the dog, the animal control authority shall seize the dog and have it sterilized at the
owner's expense.
Surety Bond Or Insurance Policy: The owner of a dangerous dog must provide a surety bond in a
form acceptable to the animal control authority, issued by a surety company authorized to
conduct business in Minnesota in the amount of at least three hundred thousand dollars
($300,000.00), payable to any person injured by the dangerous dog or a policy of liability
insurance company authorized to do business in Minnesota in the amount of at least three
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00), insuring the owner for any personal injuries inflicted by
the dangerous dog.
F. HEARING
Right to Hearing: The owner of any dog declared a potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog
has the right to a hearing by an impartial hearing officer who may be either an impartial
employee of the city or an impartial person retained by the city to conduct the hearing.
The owner of the dog appealing must submit a non-refundable hearing fee as set forth in the city
fee schedule at the time of the appeal.
Appeal of potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog designation: The owner of a dog
designated by the animal control authority as a potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog must
file an appeal of that designation with the office of the animal control authority within fourteen
(14) days of receipt of the notice of declaration of potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog.
Hearing Scheduling and Conduct: If the owner properly files an appeal of the potentially
dangerous dog or dangerous dog designation, the city must hold a hearing within fourteen (14)
days after the owner's request.
At the hearing, the owner of the dog shall have an opportunity to present evidence and testimony
to support the appeal of the potentially dangerous or dangerous dog declaration. The hearing
officer may receive evidence from the animal control authority regarding the initial potentially
dangerous or dangerous dog declaration.
G. DECISION
Upon receiving the evidence and testimony, the hearing officer shall uphold or rescind the
potentially dangerous or dangerous dog declaration. The hearing officer shall issue a decision on
the matter within ten (10) days after the hearing. The decision must be delivered to the owner by
hand delivery or registered mail as soon as practical and a copy must be provided to the animal
control authority.
The hearing officer may elevate the designation from potentially dangerous to dangerous based
on evidence presented at the hearing.

H. DANGEROUS DOG AND POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DESIGNATION REVIEW
Review of a potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog designation may be requested annually
beginning six (6) months after the dog is declared to be a potentially dangerous or one (1) year
after the dog is declared to be a dangerous dog. The owner must present evidence to the animal
control authority or designee that the dog's behavior has changed due to the dog's age, neutering,
environment, completion of obedience training that includes modification of aggressive
behavior, or other factors. If the animal control authority finds sufficient evidence that the dog's
behavior has changed, the authority may rescind the potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog
designation.
I. NOTIFICATION OF CHANGES
The owner of a dog designated as a dangerous dog shall notify the animal control authority in
writing if the dog has died, is relocated from its current address, or is being given or sold to
another person. The notification must be given in writing within thirty (30) days after the change
in ownership or location or the dog's death. If requested by the animal control authority, the
owner must execute an affidavit under oath setting forth the circumstances of the dog's death and
disposition of the dog, or the complete name, address, and telephone number of the person to
whom the dog has been transferred, whichever the case may be.
J. CONFISCATION AND RECLAMATION OF POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS AND
DANGEROUS DOGS
The Police Department may summarily seize and impound a potentially dangerous dog or
dangerous dog under the following circumstances:
1. The owner fails to validly register the dog under this section within fourteen (14) days of
its designation as a potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog.
2. The owner fails to secure the required liability insurance or surety bond under this section
within fourteen (14) days of its designation as a potentially dangerous dog or dangerous
dog.
3. The owner fails to keep the dog properly confined.
4. The dog is not properly confined or controlled in accordance with the requirements
herein, and under physical restraint of a responsible person as required by this section.
5. The owner fails to sterilize the dog within thirty (30) days of its designation as a
potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog.
6. The owner is convicted of a misdemeanor for violating the provisions of this section and
the person is charged with a subsequent violation relating to the same dog. If the owner is
convicted of the offense for which the dog was seized, the criminal court may order
destruction of the dog and the owner must pay for the costs of confining and destroying
the dog.

7. The owner may reclaim a potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog by presenting
proof of compliance with state law and this section to the animal control authority and
payment of all costs associated with the confiscation and confinement of the dog,
including the impoundment fee set forth in the city fee schedule and impoundment costs.
If the owner does not reclaim the potentially dangerous or dangerous dog within seven
(7) days, the animal control authority may dispose of the dog and the owner is liable to
the animal control authority for the costs incurred in confining and disposing of the dog.
K. DESTRUCTION OF THE DOG IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES
The animal control authority or its designee may destroy a dog in a proper and humane manner if
the dog:
1. Inflicted substantial or great bodily harm on a human on public or private property
without provocation;
2. Inflicted multiple bites on a human on public or private property without provocation;
3. Bit multiple human victims on public or private property in the same attack without
provocation; or
4. Bit a human on public or private property without provocation in an attack where more
than
one
dog
participated
in
the
attack.
The animal control authority must provide the owner of the dog an opportunity for a
hearing before an impartial decision maker. The exemptions set forth in section 5-4-12 of
this chapter apply to this provision. (Ord. 1211, 5-10-2010)
Section 7. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 8 (5-4-8) is
hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-8: PROHIBITIONS:
A person must not own or keep any animal that creates or constitutes a public nuisance. A public
nuisance is defined as:
A. Owning or keeping animals that by virtue of the size, number, species, facilities for, and
location is offensive because of, but not limited to, odor and noise or is dangerous to the
public health, safety, or welfare;
B. Owning or keeping an animal in the city that unreasonably causes annoyance or disturbance to
another person by habitually howling, yelping, barking, or crying. "Habitual howling,
yelping, barking or crying" is defined as howling, yelping, barking, or crying for repeated
intervals of at least three (3) minutes with less than one minute of interruption that can be
heard at a location other than the animal keeper's property. Any such animal is hereby
declared to be a public nuisance. No citation for public nuisance arising out of the above

described behavior may be issued unless the animal control authority has personally observed
such behavior and determined that a violation of this provision has occurred;
C. An animal that has been the subject of a violation of this chapter more than three (3) times in
a twenty-four (24) month period; or
D. Subject to the exceptions stated in section 5-4-12 of this chapter, an animal running at large
within the city limits. (Ord. 1211, 5-10-2010)
Section 8. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 5 Chapter 4 Section 12 (5-4-12)
is hereby amended to read as follows:
5-4-12: EXCEPTIONS:
Notwithstanding any contrary provision in this chapter, the provisions and requirements relating
to keeping animals under restraint and not having animals at large do not apply to the following
animals:
A. Guide or service dogs used by disabled persons;
B. Dogs used by city agents or employees in connection with police activities;
C. Tracking dogs used by persons who have obtained the city's prior written permission;
D. Falcons; and
E. Racing pigeons. (Ord. 1211, 5-10-2010)
Section 9. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 7 Chapter 5 Section 1 (7-5-1) is
hereby amended to read as follows:

7-5-1: CONDUCT IN PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS:
A. Purpose And Applicability: The rules in this chapter are enacted to ensure the quiet, orderly,
and responsible use and enjoyment of the city's public park facilities. The rules apply in all
city parks and recreation areas, unless expressly exempted.
B. Definitions: For the purpose of this chapter, these terms, wherever used in this chapter, shall
mean and be interpreted as follows:
ANIMAL: Any cat, dog, mink, ferret, fowl, reptile, bird, or other similar wild or domestic
animal.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR: The Inver Grove Heights city administrator or his or her
designee(s).

HE/HIS: Shall include masculine or feminine.
PARK/PARK FACILITY/RECREATION AREA: A park, conservation area, playground,
beach, recreation center, trail, or any other area in the city owned, leased, operated or used,
wholly or in part, by the city, as a park or for active or passive recreational purposes, or
which is designated by the city council as a park.
C. Hours Of Operation:
1. Parks and public trails will be open for public use between six o'clock (6:00) A.M. and ten
o'clock (10:00) P.M. No person, except employees in the performance of their duties or law
enforcement officers, shall be on such property between the hours of ten o'clock (10:00) P.M.
and six o'clock (6:00) A.M. except as otherwise permitted in this chapter or pursuant to a permit
granted by the city.
2. Any park or any section of any park may be declared closed to the public by the city
administrator at any time and for any interval of time, either temporarily or at regular and stated
intervals (daily or otherwise), and either entirely or merely for certain uses, if there exists or it is
anticipated that there will exist, conditions which prevent safe and practical use of the area.
When closed in accordance herewith, any person shall have the right to appeal such decision to
the city council at its next regular meeting.
3. Individuals participating in or observing games at lighted athletic fields must exit the field and
park by no later than ten thirty o'clock (10:30) P.M.
D. Prohibited Activities: No person shall do any of the following in a park:
1. Distribute or display, or place on vehicles parked within a park, any circulars, cards, or
announcements when the intention of such activity is to promote a commercial enterprise.
2. Leave unattended in any park any goods, wares, merchandise, items, recreational apparatuses
such as soccer goals, portable basketball hoops, or other articles which interfere with the free use
and enjoyment of the park by the public.
3. Sell, solicit, or carry on any business or commercial enterprise or service unless explicitly
authorized to do so by a permit issued by the city; provided that refreshments or other articles
may be sold by the city or by persons authorized by the city to do so.
4. Destroy, deface, damage, or remove any land, building, or personal property of the city,
including, but not limited to, trees, vegetation, ruins, relics, and geological formations.
5. Post, paste, fasten, paint or affix any placard, bill, notice or sign upon any structure, tree, stone,
fence, thing or enclosure, other than on a designated billboard, without the written permission of
the city administrator.

6. Plant, cut, burn, damage, disturb, or remove any soil, flower, plant, tree, or other vegetation from
a park, with the exception of items grown in a person's individual community garden plot and
removed by the lessee of the garden plot or his or her designee.
7. Kill, injure, molest, pursue, trap, capture, or remove any wild animal except when necessary to
protect the immediate safety of a person or domestic animal, or destroy or damage its habitat.
This prohibition does not apply to a law enforcement officer or other persons authorized by the
city administrator who are performing official duties.
8. Launch or remove motorboats or other mechanically propelled boats from or across city park
property. This section shall not apply to boats being used in an emergency recovery, for
emergency training purposes, or for maintenance of waters abutting city park property.
9. Enter into waters adjacent to any city park from or through park property. This prohibition does
not apply to law enforcement officers, emergency personnel, or other persons authorized by the
city administrator while performing official duties.
10. Throw, deposit, place, or leave in any park or waters thereon any paper, garbage, rubbish,
waste, cans, substance, bottles, grass, snow, or refuse of any kind except in receptacles provided
for the collection of waste or with written permission from the city administrator. A person must
not discard large items or items unrelated to the use of the park facilities into dumpsters or other
garbage containers located in a park.
11. Ride a horse or pony except in areas designated and posted for the riding of such animals. The
city administrator shall designate and cause the proper posting of those areas in parks where
horses and ponies may be ridden. Horses must be maintained under control at all times and shall
not be ridden in a manner that endangers the safety or property of any person.
12. Unlawfully interfere with, obstruct, or tend to obstruct or render dangerous for passage any area
without first obtaining permission from the city administrator.
13. Shoot or discharge any weapon, including a pistol or bow and arrow, or fireworks, explosives,
model rockets, or similar items in a park, or possess any weapon, fireworks, or explosive within
a park unless authorized to do so by the city administrator, as part of a city authorized program,
by city ordinances, or by state statutes. This prohibition does not apply to law enforcement
officers, emergency personnel, or other persons authorized by the city administrator while
performing official duties.
14. Possess or bring into a park any pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, BB gun, air gun, spring gun,
slingshot, bow or other similar weapons except as part of a city authorized program or as
otherwise allowed by state or federal law. This prohibition does not apply to law enforcement
officers, emergency personnel, or other persons authorized by the city administrator while
performing official duties.

15. Use a golf club to hit, chip, putt, drive, or otherwise propel a golf ball or other object, except in
designated golfing areas located at the Inver Wood Golf Course or as a part of a city authorized
program.
16. Engage in sexual conduct, including sexual intercourse or masturbation.
17. Possess any glass bottles or other glass objects.
18. Use a park shelter at a time when it has been reserved by another.
19. Use or possess any illegal drugs.
20. Feed wild animals or birds except pursuant to a city authorized program.
21. Erect, use, or allow to be used any inflatable structure, including bounce houses and similar
structures, without first obtaining a permit from the city.
22. Fail to obey all posted rules and park regulations.
23. Operate a radio, musical instrument, stereo, or other device used for the conveyance of sound in
a manner that causes the sound from such device to be plainly audible from a distance of fifty
feet (50'). This provision shall not apply to scheduled musical performances authorized by the
city occurring in park facilities.
24. Engage in any violent, loud, or other disorderly conduct creating or tending to create a breach
of the peace.
25. Enter a posted restricted area. This prohibition does not apply to law enforcement officers,
emergency personnel, or other persons authorized by the city administrator while performing
official duties.
26. Release any insect, fish, or other wildlife, or introduce within a park any plant, chemical, or
other agent potentially harmful to vegetation, with the exception of chemicals permitted by the
community garden policies to be used in community garden plots, which may be used by a lessee
in his or her rented garden plot.
E. Fires: No person shall start or maintain any fire in a public park, except recreational fires in
fire rings, stoves, or fireplaces provided for such purpose, or in portable metal grills, or leave
any fire made or used by him or her unextinguished when he or she leaves the park. Portable
grills must be placed on a concrete surface. Ashes or coals from any fire must be thoroughly
wet before being disposed of in a trash container.
F. Animals: No person shall bring any animal into any park public trail, or public sidewalk
unless it is on a leash no more than sixteen feet (16') long . All animals are prohibited , on all
athletic fields, courts including within all fenced in athletic areas, and park buildings, . No
animal may be off leash in any park except in a designated off leash area. Persons in control

of animals within a park must promptly remove and dispose of the animal's waste. The
prohibitions in this subsection shall not apply to service animals or to animals kept by the
city, under the city's direction, or otherwise permitted by the city administrator. The
designated off-leash area includes:
1. Inside the fenced area of the Heritage Village Park off-leash dog park
G. Trails And Sidewalks: On a recreational trail or a sidewalk, a person must:
1. Provide sufficient room for other trail users traveling in the opposite direction;
2. Use caution when passing another user traveling in the same direction;
3. Stay on the improved portion of the trail;
4. When riding a bicycle, yield the right of way to pedestrians and comply with state laws
governing the use of bicycles on public roadways; and
5. Obey all official signs and traffic control markings and signals.
H. Camping: No person shall be permitted to camp overnight in any park, nor shall anyone be
permitted to park a camper or camp trailer in a park parking lot except during the hours of
operation specified in subsection C of this section.
I. Permits: Applications for permits for activities requiring a permit under this chapter must be
submitted to the city in accordance with the procedures prescribed by the city administrator.
The city administrator may deny a permit application if it is incomplete, not accompanied by
a required fee or proof of insurance, or when the proposed activity may adversely affect the
public health, safety, or welfare, or the condition of the park facility. The city administrator
may add conditions to any permit to mitigate potential adverse effects or to ensure the quiet
and orderly use and enjoyment of the park facility. Any person aggrieved by an action of the
city administrator under this section may appeal the action to the city council by submitting a
request in writing to the city administrator within ten (10) days after notice of the action.
J. Activity Fees: Where the city charges a fee for an activity or an event occurring within a city
park, no person shall participate in that activity or event without first paying the fee for the
activity or event; provided, however, the city council by resolution may waive or modify the
fee.
K. Large Group Gatherings: No large group gathering may be held at a park without first
obtaining a permit from the city for the gathering. "Large group gatherings" are defined as
uses or activities which during the course of their operation are likely to attract twenty (20) or
more people. (Ord. 1236, 5-23-2011)

L. Alcoholic Beverages: No person shall sell, consume, possess, mix or prepare any alcoholic
beverages in any city park, including in any parking areas, subject to the following
exceptions:
1. If a license is obtained, intoxicating liquor may be sold at Inver Wood Golf Course and may be
consumed at Inver Wood Golf Course if purchased from Inver Wood Golf Course, but sale and
consumption shall only occur in the areas specifically prescribed in the license. (Ord. 1297, 7-132015)
2. Persons of lawful age may possess and consume 3.2 percent malt liquor in South Valley Park but
only in or within one hundred fifty feet (150') of the group picnic shelter located in the park, and
only in conjunction with an event for which the sponsor has obtained a permit from the city to
use the group picnic shelter, and only if the person possessing or consuming the 3.2 percent malt
liquor is an invited guest of the event sponsor.
3. Persons of lawful age may possess and consume 3.2 percent malt liquor in Rich Valley Park
subject to such rules and regulations as the city council, by resolution, may from time to time
impose.
M. Rules, Regulations And Policies:
1. Rules, regulations, and policies applicable to one or more city parks may be adopted from time to
time by the city council. The rules and regulations shall be listed in the city code, be prominently
posted in the places where they are intended to apply, be listed on the city's website, or be made
available for review at city hall.
2. Emergency rules or regulations may be implemented by the city administrator on a temporary
basis when deemed necessary in the public interest and shall become effective upon posting in
the affected area. Such rules or regulations shall remain in effect for a period not to exceed thirty
(30) days.
N. Prohibited Conduct; Penalty: It is unlawful for any person to engage in an act or in any
behavior prohibited by this chapter. Violation of any provision of this chapter is a
misdemeanor and may be punished as provided in title 1, chapter 4 of this code. Individuals
who fail to comply with the rules and regulations in this chapter may be excluded from the
use of the park where the violation occurred. The provisions of this chapter may be enforced
by city authorized peace officers, officers of the Dakota County sheriff's office, community
service officers, and other authorized licensed peace officers. (Ord. 1236, 5-23-2011)
G. In the event of conflicting provisions, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. (Ord. 1098,
11-8-2004; amd. 2008 Code)
Section 10. Amendment. The definition of “Kennel, Commercial Daycare” under Inver Grove
Heights City Code Title 10 Chapter 2 Section 2 (10-2-2) is hereby amended to read as follows:

KENNEL, COMMERCIAL DAYCARE: Any place where dogs are kept for the primary purpose
of commercial pet sitting or "doggie daycare", provided all of the following are met:
A. Limited to a maximum of twenty (20) dogs on site at any one time.
B. No outdoor runs or kennels allowed.
C. The requirement and location of any outside fenced area, if any, shall be determined by the
council.
D. Dogs shall be on a leash not greater than sixteen feet (16’) and handled by an employee at all
times when outside the building during the animal's stay.
E. An employee shall remain on site at all times animals are on the premises including overnight.
F. Dogs shall be kept inside at all times except when exercised by an employee.
G. Designated bathroom area shall be cleaned daily.
Section 11. Amendment. Inver Grove Heights City Code Title 10 Chapter 15H Section 4,
Subsection8 (10-15H-4-8) is hereby amended to read as follows:
10-15H-4-8: PETS:
No owner or person in charge of any dog, cat or other pet animal shall permit same to run at
large or commit any nuisance within the manufactured home park at any time. All pets must be
on a leash not greater than sixteen feet (16’) at all times when out of doors or kept within an
approved fenced area. (Ord. 1098, 11-8-2004)

Section 12. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage and publication according to law.
Passed in regular session of the City Council on the 8th day of April 2019.

CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
By:
ATTEST:
By:

________________________________
Michelle Tesser, City Clerk

____________________________
George Tourville, Mayor

